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The Parish Newsletter  is published six times a year for  the benefit of parish  residents. 
  However, articles  included do not  necessarily reflect the views of  the Parish Council. 

Advertisements for  any firm or service does not imply a recommendation by the Parish Council.                   

Welcome to issue 174 
 

The Annual Parish Meeting  will be held on Monday March 18th 7pm at Old Sar-

um Community Centre.  Come along to hear a review of all of the activities and 

developments across the Parish and use the opportunity to question your Coun-

cil about what they are doing for your Community.  

There’s an interesting article, a Spotlight on Hampton Park/Bishopdown Farm/

Riverdown Park in numbers, on page  13. It shows  the growth of the area in the 

past 30 years and discusses  the future. 

The sales brochure for  Longhedge Village show a site reserved for an ‘Indicative 

Primary School’. What does this mean and what’s happening about the school? 

See page 25 to find out. 

With the possible re-siting of Salisbury Library in the news, it’s good to remem-

ber the Mobile Library service which calls at a number of  locations in the parish. 

It is free to join and there are no fines for overdue books on the mobile library. 

It's easy to join, just bring along proof of your name and address and the friend-

ly Mobile Manager will sign you up straight away. See page 30 for details. 

The University of the Third Age (U3A) is a national and international movement 

where retired and semi-retired people come together to continue their educa-

tional, creative and social interests in a friendly, informal environment.  The Sar-

um Branch, which already has a number of parish residents as members, would 

welcome new members. Details on page 33. 

Have you ever been bothered by doorstep traders? The Parish Pump article on 

page 34 has an example of an upsetting event and goes on to point you in the 

direction of Wiltshire Council Trading Standards pack which covers not only 

dealing with doorstep traders but on many other ways to avoid getting 

scammed.  Well worth a read. 

Cover picture—The Green Laverstock 
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View from the Chair—Andy Birkett 

Spring looms and we all look forward to longer days, new 

growth and new life.  Change has been the main feature in 

our Parish for many years with developments seemingly 

constant.  We can look forward to some positive changes 

as 2019 progresses, related to our developments and driv-

en primarily by volunteers inside the Parish.   

The Castle Hill Country Park is developing well and when you’re reading this 

newsletter we should have taken ownership of the land and entered our part-

nership with the Land Trust who will oversee the completion.  This year we 

should also see the Community Open Space at Longhedge come to the Parish 

and we will be contracting for the paths and other features on there; we are 

also assured by Wiltshire Council (WC) that at least one of the shared use 

paths will also be completed this summer to allow pedestrian and cycle traffic 

between Longhedge and Old Sarum.  This will allow access to the school and 

new Nursery without having to drive.  

You will have been notified about your Council Tax by now, including the Pre-

cept for this Parish; there is an article in this Newsletter explaining that and 

the additional assets we will become responsible for from WC such as the 

playparks.  The precept also allows us to maintain our existing resources such 

as the Boardwalk in Whitebridge Spinney, that will be replaced this year, as we 

reported in the last Newsletter with a more detailed article this time.   

The Neighbourhood plan team continue to work hard to develop the data 

needed, please read their update and get involved if you can, it’s all about us.  

So enjoy our Parish’s open spaces as we enter spring and we’ll keep you up-

dated in the Newsletter about all the changes across the Parish this year. 

Stop Press.  The Local Government Boundary Commission for England formal-

ly published its draft recommendation for changes to Wiltshire Council Wards 

after I had submitted this to the Editor.  We are only just beginning to consider 

the implications and we have included a brief note about it in this edition.  

More information is available on the Parish Website and please keep an eye 

on it for updates about the Parish Council’s response and thinking.  Please 

submit any comments of your own via the Website. 



 

 

Report on Parish Council Meetings 

This report covers the meetings held on 17th December 2018 and 14th and 21st Jan-
uary 2019. The full minutes of these meetings can be viewed on the Parish Council 
page of our website at www.laverstock-ford.co.uk.  

The December 2018 meeting started with a discussion about a new play area that 
the Council would like to construct at the junction of Virginia Way and Norman 
Drive at Old Sarum. Some residents attended and expressed their concern at the 
proximity of the play area to their homes. The possibility of moving it further away 
was discussed. A member of the Community Policing Team also attended and 
briefed the Council on local crime. Vehicle crime at both Old Sarum and Longhedge 
was the main current issue. 

The provision of Link Paths between Longhedge and Old Sarum was discussed fol-
lowing a recent meeting with officers from Wiltshire Council. It is likely that there 
will be just one shared-use (cycle and pedestrian) path which will cross close to the 
Old Sarum School and Local Centre. Unfortunately, it will be mid-summer before 
this is built. Two minor link paths will also be constructed. 

The Assistant Clerk updated the Council on progress with the replacement of the 
Boardwalk through Whitebridge Spinney. Nearly half the funding is coming from a 
Heritage Lottery Fund grant and the project will involve local schools to produce 
interpretation boards and the Bee Group will also be involved. It is hoped that the 
work will go to tender early in 2019 and be complete by early summer. 

Possible plans to purchase Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) that can be used regular-
ly across the Parish were discussed. Currently the Council borrows a SID owned by 
the South Wiltshire Area Board for just a few weeks a year. These SIDs flash and 
warn drivers when they are speeding. There are several hotspots for speeding 
across the Parish. Church Road and Riverside Road in Laverstock, Roman Road in 
Ford and The Portway at Old Sarum. 

Progress by the Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group is discussed at every 
meeting. Volunteers meet every month and more would be welcome. More volun-
teers will be very important when the Group needs to survey opinions across the 
Parish. A new website is being developed by one volunteer and the Group are look-
ing to recruit professional consultants to help with the detailed work necessary to 
produce a Neighbourhood Plan. The Plan has to satisfy a government Planning In-
spector and will eventually be presented for the approval of the electors in a Parish
-wide referendum. 

The Extraordinary Meeting on 14th January was held to determine the Council’s 
Budget and Precept requirement for 2019-2020. Before this however the Council 
resolved to take ownership of half an acre of wooded public open space next to 
Norton Drive in Ford.                                                                                      continued... 
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Old Sarum Airfield 

This land should have been transferred to The Council in the 1990s, but the trans-
fer never took place and so the land, which was owned by part of the Carillion 
group in liquidation, had been put up for sale. Some legal pressure was applied to 
the liquidators and they agreed to the transfer, which was free apart from signifi-
cant legal costs. 

The Budgeted expenditure for the next financial year that was approved by the 
Council was £388,229. Using funds from Reserves and some Grant funding this 
leaves a deficit of £177,963 that will be funded by the Precept, which is part of 
Council Tax. This will result in a Band D charge of £48.27 per household per year. 
Many residents will of course pay a lot less. For comparison purposes, of the 238 
precepting Towns and Parishes in Wiltshire, there were 90 that had a higher Band 
D tax rate in 2018-2019. The highest was £208. A full breakdown of the Council’s 
Budget and Precept is available to view on the Council website.  

At the meeting on 21st January much time was taken by a discussion of a planning 
application for a new children’s Nursery at Old Sarum. The Council was supportive 
of the application but disappointed that much of the accompanying detail was 
missing. Amended plans to an application for a house extension at Bishopdown 
Farm were also discussed. The Council continued its objection to the application. 

A formal decision was taken at this meeting to seek out a consultant to advise on 
the future organisation of the Council. A provision of £30,000 had been made in 
the Budget for 2019-2020 to pay for the consultant and also fund any extra staff or 
resources that might be recommended. The Parish has seen enormous expansion 
in the last 6 years with the number of dwellings increasing by nearly 70%. 

A brief report on the need for a Health and Wellbeing Strategy was circulated and 
discussed. Once agreed, the Strategy would enable Councillors to measure pro-
posals that require the support of the Council by the impact they could have in our 
communities. To implement the Strategy the Council would need to learn more 
about the demographics (age, population, socio-economics) of the Parish. The 
Council would also need to consult with residents to determine their needs. Health 
care, hospital transport, defibrillators, loneliness, domestic abuse, drugs and alco-
hol, help for carers are just some of the subjects that need to be investigated. 

It was also agreed that this Strategy would need to be linked closely to the work of 
the Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group. 

The concept of Biodiversity Net Gain was introduced, discussed and a resolution 
was passed. This means that when an area of habitat is lost from a development 
site and cannot be replaced on the same site there is a mechanism to allow for a 
financial contribution to be made to replace the lost habitat elsewhere.             AP                                                                            

 



 

 

Planning Applications 

The following Planning Applications have been submitted in the Parish since 
November 28.    Italics after the application show the Parish Council response. 
Bold print shows a decision by Wiltshire Council. 

DECISIONS 

18/08498/FUL Renovation of garage and upgrade to include one dormer 
window, replace flat roof with pitched roof.  49 Elm Close, Laverstock.                   
REFUSED 

18/09729/FUL Change of use to Gypsy pitch and associated works inc. mo-
bile home, touring caravan and dayroom. The Old Chalk Pit, Gypsy Lane,       
Petersfinger. REFUSED 

18/09881/DOC Discharge of conditions 4 & 6 of 17/03015/FUL for demolition 
of existing dwellings and erection of two replacement dwellings with garages 
and outbuildings. Coach House & Cottage, Burroughs Hill, Duck Lane, Laver-
stock. APPROVED 

18/10497/FUL Proposed Annex and alterations. 50 Saunders Ave, Bish-
opdown.  APPROVED 

18/10550/FUL Extension of existing dining hall and reception area. Installa-
tion of new stepped and ramped access to main entrance.  St Edmund’s Girls 
School, Laverstock. APPROVED 

18/10661/TPO  Work to TPO Trees. Cut back trunk to fence. Reduce height 
by up to 25%.  5 St Albans Close, Bishopdown. APPROVED 

18/10642/FUL Single storey rear extension and front porch.6 Silverwood 
Drive, Laverstock. APPROVED 

18/10819/PO Work to TPO trees. Trimming and pruning low level branches 
that overhang footpath underneath. Holmes Rd, Riverdown, Bishopdown.         
APPROVED 

18/09705/FUL Retrospective permission for removal of conservatory and 
replacement with single storey rear extension, and single storey front infill ex-
tension. 49 Silverwood Drive, Laverstock. APPROVED 
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We currently have 79 volunteers who  between 

them deliver the 4,200 newsletters every two 

months, but are short due to residents moving 

and an increase in new houses.  

We need volunteers to deliver newsletters in 

the areas below. Can you help?  

Contact Barry at admin@laverstock-ford.co.uk  

• Hampton Park -Drakes Close/Aldworth and Oldfield road area - 58 to deliver. 

• Old Sarum -Roger Way/Henry Lane/Herman Way area - 128 to deliver. 

• Longhedge -Any help would be appreciated as the estate grows in size. 

NEW APPLICATIONS 

18/09423/FUL First floor extension above garage, 22 St Christophers Close, 
Bishopdown. OBJECTION REPEATED AFTER REVISED PLANS. 

18/11316/FUL Demolish existing annex and garage and erect new annex 
and garage.9 Duck Lane, Laverstock. NO COMMENT 

18/11830/FUL Proposed single storey extensions and alterations including a 
new dropped kerb. 32 Riverside Close, Laverstock. NO COMMENT 

18/11607/FUL Single storey extension to front of property to provide a 
shower room in place of existing WC, inc relocation of front door to front of 
porch. 19 Silverwood Drive, Laverstock. NO COMMENT 

18/12102/FUL Single storey nursery & off-road parking. Land adjacent to 
Mitre Way, Old Sarum. SUPPORT SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS 

19/00555/FUL Change of use from restricted B2 to B1, B2 & B8 uses. Distloc 
House, 60 Old Sarum Airfield, Old Sarum. 

19/00754/FUL Construction of single storey portal frame building for pro-
duction of paving slabs, incorporating change of use of area and associated 
works. Boswell Bros., Ford Lane, Ford. 



 

 

Public Enquiry for Planning Application for proposed development at Old 
Sarum Airfield 
The Enquiry was due to reconvene on 18 December for 2 days to complete 
all the necessary activities. However, these dates were subsequently altered 
at the request of the Planning Inspectorate and were rescheduled for 13 and 
14 February. The Enquiry should have been completed by the time this edi-
tion of the Newsletter is published but a decision on the Appeal by the In-
spectorate is not expected for several months. 
View the Parish Council website for an update on the proceedings for the 
final 2 days of the proceedings. 

STOP PRESS 

Electoral Boundary Review 

The independent Local Government Boundary Commission for England pub-
lished, on 5 February, its recommendations for the electoral warding / divi-
sion arrangements for the whole of Wiltshire.  

The recommendations for Laverstock and Ford parish were very disap-
pointing and they did not accord with those put forward by Wiltshire Coun-
cil and supported strongly, with one exception, by the Parish Council. The 
Parish Council’s original submission in November to the Boundary Commis-
sion can be found through the Home page of the Parish Council’s website 
www.laverstock-ford.co.uk.  

There is now a consultation period on the recommendations which finishes 
on 15 April. The consultation is open to anyone who wants to have their say 
on new council (electoral) divisions, division boundaries and division names 
across Wiltshire. The full recommendations and detailed interactive maps 
are available on the commission’s website 
at consultation.lgbce.org.uk and www.lgbce.org.uk. Submissions can also be 
made by emailing reviews@lgbce.org.uk or by writing to : 

Review Officer (Wiltshire) 
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England 
1st Floor, Windsor House, 50 Victoria Street, London, SW1H 0TL 
The Parish Council will have considered  its response by the time this edition 
of the Newsletter is published and details on this can be found on the Parish 
Council website. 

http://www.laverstock-ford.co.uk
http://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/
http://www.lgbce.org.uk/
mailto:reviews@lgbce.or.uk
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2019/2020 Parish Budget and Precept 

Every year the Parish Council establishes an expenditure and income budget for 
the forthcoming financial year. The budgeted expenditure reflects the cost of key 
tasks to be carried out by the Parish Council for the next twelve months whilst 
the income considers likely grants, developers’ contributions and residents’ taxa-
tion through the “precept”. 

In the next financial year, the Parish Council will continue to develop services to 
the communities; we will  

 expand our public open spaces and maintain these in an environmentally 
respectful manner 

 take on and bring up to an acceptable standard 6 play parks (all the Play 
Parks in Bishopdown Farm and the Partridge Way Play Park at Old Sarum) 
which are currently Wiltshire Council owned and managed 

 replace the boardwalk at Whitebridge Spinney in Laverstock with hard 
wearing materials which should last at least 15 years 

 make a sensible provision for asset replacement in the future  

 invest in administration, corporate and civic activities 

As a council we work hard to fund our activities other than through the council 
tax; for the size of our parish we have a particularly low charge for each property 
band: for example, the Laverstock and Ford average band D property for 
2018/2019 was £35.09, for Wilton Town Council it was £128.28 and for Salisbury 
£208.00.  

At the January Extraordinary General Meeting the Council decided to increase the 
average band D cost by £13.18 to £48.27, still well below comparable parishes. 
We are able to maintain such a low precept because of a combination of max-
imising funding from external sources, (developers, grants) and because of the 
cost effectiveness of our small (very small, actually) executive team and the good-
will of many volunteers. Particular thanks to both these groups.                    

 Looking forward we are increasingly being asked by Wiltshire Council to take on 
more non-statutory areas of work from the Unitary Authority or see these ser-
vices withdrawn from the Parish (the play parks being a case in point). The Parish 
Council is determined not to lose these parish services, in fact we wish to extend 
our influence upon public opens spaces, footpaths and cycle routes which are so 
characteristic of our semi-rural environment; but we are also mindful of the need 
to be cautious with residents’ money so we will continue to deliver these Parish 
Council services cost effectively: we’d like to think that your parish tax, typically 
less than £1 per week, is the best £1 a week you are likely to spend.                   RB 



 

 

Laverstock & Ford Communities Neighbourhood Plan – The spotlight falls 
on another community and a progress update 

We continue with a brief spotlight upon one of our four communities. This time we 
turn our attention to our second community Hampton Park/Bishopdown Farm/
Riverdown Park community which has seen long term significant growth. However, 
before we present this community spotlight, we’d like to share with you two areas 
of progress we have made in the Neighbourhood Plan process since the last edition 
of the Newsletter. These are the Plan Structure and the Laverstock and Ford Com-
munities Neighbourhood Plan website. 

Plan Structure 

We have decided upon a plan structure which will be built upon two principles–  

 proposals and recommendations around the key issues for the parish – this 
section will be built up through a survey of residents, employers/employees 
and students. The survey will take the 2009 Parish Plan as a baseline and 
seek to identify continuing and new issues. 

 specific land use policies and objectives for the Parish, supported by the ma-
jority of residents, and consistent with the proposals in 1. These will recog-
nise the differences within our parish between small village areas where de-
velopment is normally restricted to infilling, and those parts which fall within 
or are adjacent to the Salisbury Settlement Area. In these parts Wiltshire 
Council will ultimately determine whether to allocate further housing devel-
opment in our parish, but must take our Neighbourhood Plan policies into 
account. It should be remembered that this aspect of the Neighbourhood 
Plan is required to cover a period from 2 years’ time through to 2036. 

Laverstock and Ford Communities Neighbourhood Plan website 

It is very likely that, when you read this Newsletter, we will have launched the La-
verstock and Ford Communities Neighbourhood Plan website (lfcnp.co.uk). The 
website will include drop down menus giving access to content such as Neighbour-
hood Plan overview, documents and resources, communities, FAQs, Contact Us, 
Get involved. The website will access social media (email, Twitter, Facebook), have 
a news content, and link to other websites. 

The website is being built by Nick Radford, a resident of Bishopdown Farm, who 
builds websites professionally, trading as Dizzy Squirrel Ltd. Nick has given his ser-
vices free. Thank you very much Nick! Nick is one of a number of volunteers who 
have chosen to input to the Neighbourhood Planning process. We need more vol-
unteers, so please come forward if you would like to contribute your time and skills 
to the task.                                                                                                                           RB                                                                                                              
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Spotlight on Hampton Park/Bishopdown Farm/Riverdown Park in numbers.  

We estimate that there are currently about 1,300 homes in Hampton Park/
Bishopdown Farm/Riverdown Park, a third of the total estimated 3,900 homes in 
our parish.  

Recent Past 

Hampton Park/Bishopdown Farm/Riverdown Park has 
grown progressively over the last 30 years, initially 
Bishopdown Park, followed by Hampton Park, and 
then Riverdown Park. In 1991 there were c250 dwell-
ings, in 2001 c750 dwellings, in 2011 c820 dwellings. 
This rapid and sustained growth over a relatively long 
period has resulted not just in a significant growth in 
population (the community now has a population of 3,400 - more than Laver-
stock), but also a noticeable ageing of this population as the 30-44 age group, who 
were the predominant new home purchasers in the recent past, have moved into 
the older age bands 45-59 and 60+. 

Short Term Future  -   Will growth continue?  

At the moment the only outstanding application for planning permission is for the 
site known as Bishopdown Farmyard and which would result in 14 homes; to our 
knowledge there are no other applications which would result in further homes 
being built by 2021, and the new country park limits development outside most of 
the existing boundary. 

What does all this mean?  

As we highlighted in the previous edition of this Newsletter, Laverstock and Ford 
Parish has seen major increases in housing over the last 20 years, firstly from the 
developments at Hampton Park and, more recently, Riverdown Park and Old Sar-
um/Longhedge.  Both the Hampton Park/ Bishopdown Farm/Riverdown Park com-
munity AND Old Sarum/ Longhedge community are now larger than Laverstock/
Milford. There are significant differences in age profile between Laverstock/
Milford and Ford and the newer, growing communities which are likely to be re-
flected in differences in needs and aspirations (schools, transport, medical and 
care services, for instance). But Hampton Park/ Bishopdown Farm population pro-
file is gradually becoming more like Laverstock/Milford than Old Sarum/
Longhedge. Hampton Park/ Bishopdown Farm/ Riverdown Park is within the Salis-
bury Settlement Area which might attract further development beyond 2021 – for 
instance, might the Asda site (of which only a very small part is within the Parish) 
become the subject of a change of use to residential development? Could we see 
another 200 homes there?                                                                            continued….. 

 



 

 

Laverstock & Ford Village Hall                                                                                        
Registered Charity No. 1022283 

The Annual General meeting will be held on                                                                        
Thursday 25th April  at 7pm in the village hall.                                                                                          
All are welcome to attend. 

The current Secretary of Laverstock & Ford Village Hall, Mr Chris Curtis, is 
due to retire at the AGM. If you would like to volunteer for this role, on be-
half of the Committee,  please contact Frank Lambert (acting Chairman) on 
01722 325 160. 

Spotlight on Hampton Park/Bishopdown Farm/Riverdown Park in numbers.. …. 

Next Steps 

 We will also be producing similar data for our 2 remaining communities (Ford and 
Laverstock/Milford) and for the parish in total and sharing this through the News-
letter. But we’d also like to add to this spotlight with content about living in the 
communities, likes and dislikes, what would make the community a better place 
to live etc. - anything that helps us to understand the people who live here and 
would drive the creation of the best possible living environment. We’d like resi-
dents to come forward and become community “champions” to add content to 
this spotlight, to start and continue a conversation with residents, to help us to 
produce the best possible Neighbourhood Plan. All are most welcome!      

Explanatory Note: In order to produce the numbers used in this article Kevin Mar-
tin, our information expert, has used Government census data and our current 
knowledge of housing development to shed light on the current situation and 
trends in key aspects of the parish particularly, housing stock (numbers, composi-
tion and tenure) and population structure (numbers, age and ethnicity), socioeco-
nomic characteristics, employment, travel to work patterns, car availability. This is 
helping us to highlight key longer-term issues to be addressed by our Neighbour-
hood Plan.   

If you’d like to ask questions of Kevin, or the Neighbourhood Planning team in 
general, please email the team members below.    

If you’d like to talk to the Neighbourhood Plan team or if you have expertise or 
local knowledge which you would like to input to the plan, please contact Vic 
Bussereau or Dick Buttigieg (email address below).  

Vic Bussereau (vicbussereau@laverstock-ford.co.uk )                                                                     
Dick Buttigieg (dick.buttigieg@outlook.com)                                                               RB                                                       
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Traffic  & Road News -  The wheels turn slowly and sometimes 
stop but we get there in the end - we hope! 

Some good news to report on activities on Pearce Way while another action is still 
outstanding. Information is provided below on further Footpath 11 aspects. SGN 
have provided an update on work on Milford Mill Road. The final tweaks to the 
Ford Traffic Calming scheme are still awaited and action taken by the Parish Coun-
cil is identified. Lastly, some information on future road closures which affect the 
parish is provided. 

Pearce Way 

After much delay and prompting from both 
local residents and the Parish Council, Barratt 
Homes has resolved the issue of the missing 
white lines between the London Road rounda-
bout and the entrance to the Hampton Inn. 
Regrettably, Wiltshire Council initially misun-
derstood the location where this work was 
required. Eventually, Wiltshire Council put 
pressure on Barratt Homes and the original 
cross hatching leading from the roundabout toward the Inn has been renewed as 
shown in the photograph. In addition, new white lines now provide a refuge for 
vehicles turning right into the entrance of the Hampton Inn. 

The long-awaited Metrocount on Pearce Way  should have been completed by the 

time you read this. Wiltshire Council has confirmed that the Pearce Way  task is 

one of several Metrocounts scheduled for February around the area. Of particular 

interest, not one but 3 Metrocounts will be carried out at different points along 

the Pearce Way. As a reminder a Metrocount records the speed and volume of 

traffic in both directions. It is hoped that the results will be available in time to in-

clude in the next newsletter.                                                                           continued...  



 

 

Traffic  & Road News continued…. 

Footpath 11 

Again, encouraged by residents and the Par-
ish Council, Barratt Homes has finally recog-
nised the safety issue at the crossing with 
Pearce Way and installed split barriers as 
shown in the photograph. Barratt Homes 
have also instructed their fencing contractor 
to install a staggered timber barrier at the 
access onto Green Lane. 

Lastly, a resident raised safety concerns on Finder Lane where the tarmac ele-
ment of Footpath 11 finishes at the edge of the roadway. At this point there are 
2 bollards installed rather than split barriers. This concern has been referred to 
the Wiltshire Rights of Way Officer who did not think barriers were essential as 
it appeared to be a very quiet road.  

Milford Mill Road closure 

SGN have confirmed that they are on track to finish their 6 weeks of work to 
replace the gas pipes in Milford Mill Road on schedule which means that by the 
time you read this the road should be open without restrictions. However, the 
Parish Council has learnt that SGN will be returning later in the year to do fur-
ther work on the verges at the junction of Milford Mill Road and Queen Manor 
Road. This work is expected to take approximately 2 weeks. The good news is 
that this additional work will not require road closures but there will be some 
restrictions due to the need to have traffic light control in the vicinity of the 
works activity. Once further information is available on the timescale for this 
work it will be posted on the Parish Council website and, if sufficient notice is 
provided, in this Newsletter. 

Ford  

Despite the main body of the work to install the Traffic Calming Scheme being 
completed in August last year, at the time of writing this there are still issues 
with one of the street lights on Ford Road (Roman Road) and with 2 of the sign-
age lights on the build outs on the same road. A bush which hides one of the 
new signs erected near Spire View still needs to be removed. As indicated in the 
last edition of the Newsletter, Wiltshire Council is aware of these defects and 
the Parish Council is once again following this up. 
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Neighbourhood Watch 
The Wiltshire NHW website have recently been updated and 
improved as part of their ongoing efforts to reinvigorate the 
organisation and its liaison with Wiltshire Police. 

Please take a look at the updated website, there’s lots of 
useful information, FAQ and links to join or start a NHW 
scheme  - www.wiltshirenhw.org  

Further road closures affecting the parish 

Wiltshire Council has announced 2 road closures in March which will affect 
parish residents.  

The first is the closure of the A345 from the junction with The Portway north 
to the junction with Down Barn Road. This is scheduled for 6 to 9 March 
(09.00 to 15.00) to allow road works to take place (Reference: TTRO 5787).  

The second involves the closure of part of the C287 Ford Road (Roman Road) 
in Ford from the junction with the A345 through to the junction  with the 
A338 at Broken Cross Bridge. This is scheduled for 11 to 12 Mar – no time peri-
ods are notified – once again to allow road works to take place (reference:  
TTRO 5792).Full details of the TTROs are available on the Wiltshire Council 
website.                                                                                                                       VB 

St. Mark’s & St Andrew’s  

March 

Wednesday 6th (Ash Wednesday) Holy Communion at St. 
Andrew’s Church 6:30pm  

Sunday 10th ‘Frugal lunch’ after morning service at St Mark’s 

Wednesdays in Lent (starting 13th) 7.15 for 7.30pm at St Mark’s 6 sessions to fuel 
discussion on The Lord’s Prayer and deepen prayer life. 

Sunday 31st (Mothering Sunday) 10.30 Family service at both churches. 

April 

Saturday 6th 2-4pm ‘Easter Eggstravaganza’ Family friendly activity afternoon with 
crafts and music at St Mark’s 

Thursday 18th (Maundy Thursday) 6.30 pm Ploughman’s supper and Holy Com-
munion at St Mark’s 

Friday 19th (Good Friday) 9.30-10.30 Reflection at St Mark’s. 

11am Churches Together procession from the Cathedral to the Market Square. 

2-3pm ‘An hour at the foot of the cross’ at St Andrew’s 

Sunday 21st Easter Day 10.30am Family communion service at both churches. 



 

 

Old Sarum and Longhedge Residents Association Meeting 

Wednesday 13th March 7pm at Old Sarum Community Centre.  Meetings 
start with an update on what our local Parish Council is doing for the resi-
dents of Old Sarum and Longhedge. There is then an opportunity for every-
one to ask questions and raise any concerns they have about our local com-
munity. The meeting is open, friendly and all questions are taken seriously. 
We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting please do come along.  

News from Old Sarum and Longhedge 

Messy Church! – Come and join us for an afternoon of 

creativity, games, food and lots of fun! We meet every 

2nd Sunday of the month at Old Sarum Community 

centre from 4pm till 5.45pm. Welcome to all ages to 

come. We ask that children are accompanied by an 

adult. Our next meetings are March 10th and no 

meeting in April, we will be at the Easter Egg Hunt!  

Coming Up… 
Tuesdays – NEW Bouncedancefit 7-8pm at Old Sarum Community Centre. 
See website for more details, www.bouncedancefit.com 
Wednesday 13th March – Old Sarum and Longhedge Residents Associa-
tion, 7pm at OSCC. 
Thursday 28th March – An evening with John Motson at 7pm. See Salis-
bury FC website for more details. 
Sunday 31st March – FREE Family Day cream tea and cake. All the family 
welcome to come to the community centre and celebrate mums, family 
and friends with tea and cake. See advert opposite for more details. 
Save the Date: Sunday 21st April – Old Sarum and Longhedge Community 
Easter Egg Hunt. See advert opposite for more details. 
 
Old Sarum Community Centre: The centre is a great venue for a birthday, 

anniversary, party or just about any occasion. We offer a discounted rate 

of £10 per hour for the main hall to anyone who lives in the Laverstock 

and Ford parish. If you are interested please contact: 01722  335349 or 

email oldsarumcommunitycentre@gmail.com    
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News from River Bourne Community Farm 

Spring down to the Farm! 

As Spring approaches, it is as busy as ever on River Bourne Community Farm.  

New Arrivals! At the end of January we acquired two 
new pigs for the farm.  They are very unusual looking as 
they are a cross between a Mangalista (also known as 
the sheep-pig) and an Oxford Sandy and Black.  So they 
have auburn curly hair!  Both are female and are a very 
welcome addition. 

BIG News! We are really excited to have some 
new feathered friends joining us at the farm.  
We will be welcoming Emily and James of “Two 
Wise Owls Bird Experiences and Education” and 
their team of Birds of Prey to their new homes in 
the farmyard. They aim to share their passion for 
birds so there will be some great opportunities 
to get up close and personal with Shadow the 

Common Buzzard (pictured) and his friends!  Keep an eye on our website and Face-
book page for updates. 

Easter Egg Hunt – During the school 
Easter holidays we will be running 
our popular Egg Hunt.  Scamper 
round the farm and try and find our 
10 hidden egg pictures.  Find all 10 
and win a prize. This will be running 
from Tuesday 16th April until Monday 22nd April. 

We have also confirmed our headline acts for 
Live@TheFarm on Sunday 26th May from 3-
10pm.  We have One Step Behind - a brilliant Mad-
ness tribute act, Abba’s Angels, fantastic local co-
vers band The Zucchinis, plus loads of other great 
local musical talent. 

Tickets £5 each in advance (under 18’s go free) on 
sale now at SEETICKETS.COM. 
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One year for the Café  

In April we will be celebrating one full 
year since our lovely new Café and Farm 
Shop opened. 

Café@TheFarm has already established 
itself as a popular meeting place for the 

community.  We are delighted at how well it has been re-
ceived.  If you haven’t visited us yet, pop in for cake and 
sample our delicious range of teas and coffees, or have 
lunch with a glass of prosecco (the café is licenced!).  

 In the farm shop we also have a lovely range of fra-
granced Handwash and Hand/Body Lotions that have been 
produced by our BTEC students as part of a mini-
enterprise project. They smell divine, would make great 
gifts AND will raise money for the farm!  What’s not to 
like?  The café is open 10am-4pm Tuesday to Sunday.                                                 

SJH 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

for ALL RESIDENTS of  

LAVERSTOCK, MILFORD, FORD,             
BISHOPDOWN FARM, HAMPTON PARK, 

RIVERDOWN PARK OLD SARUM & LONGHEDGE  

Monday March 18th 7pm At Old Sarum Community Centre  

Come along to hear a review of all of the activities and developments 

across the Parish and use the opportunity to question your Council about 

what they are doing for your Community. If you have any particular   

issues or problems, this is the time to raise them.  



 

 

New Boardwalk for Whitebridge 

What do you know about boardwalks? 

A boardwalk is an elevated footpath, walkway, or causeway built with wooden planks 
that enables pedestrians to cross wet, fragile, or marshy land. They are also in effect a 
low type of bridge. Such timber trackways have existed since at least Neolithic times. An 
early example is the Sweet Track that Neolithic people built in the Somerset levels, Eng-
land, around 6000 years ago. This track consisted mainly of planks of oak laid end-to-
end, supported by crossed pegs of ash, oak, and lime, driven into the underlying peat. 

Where can they be found today? 

Boardwalks can be found around the world, but they are especially common along 
the East Coast of the United States. One of the earliest boardwalks was designed in 
New Jersey and opened June 26, 1870, in Atlantic City. It now spans 5.5 miles. 

Why are they called boardwalks? 

The Boardwalk isn't named after its wooden planks. Its namesake actually comes 
from its inventor, Alexander Boardman, who developed the walkway in the 1870s. 

How many boardwalks are there in the Laverstock and Ford Parish? 

Two, which are very different! One that runs from the Milford Nursing Home to the 
medieval bridge and one that runs through Whitebridge Spinney.                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

                               
Major difference between the two? 

The picture on the left shows the brand-new Milford boardwalk made from weather 
proof plastic (This was reported in the November/December newsletter) and the 
picture on the right shows the old Whitebridge wooden boardwalk. This is in urgent 
need of replacement and thanks to a Heritage Lottery grant and the Parish Council, 
will be replaced in late Spring/early summer 2019 with a boardwalk made from re 
cycled plastic providing a much better-quality walking surface.                                BS 
                                                                                                                                   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Footpath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walkway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Causeway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marsh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timber_trackway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neolithic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweet_Track
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neolithic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somerset_levels
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ash_tree
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tilia
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Paul Tidmarsh 

Painter & Decorators 

Hall, Stairs, Landing 

Wallpapering, Tiling, Coving, 

Refurbishment, Renovation 

General property maintenance 

UPVC guttering & facias, insurance 

Tel 0800 002 9722 

Email: paul@paultidmarsh.com 
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Longhedge and the missing 
school 

Residents at Longhedge have been waiting 
patiently for any sign of activity on the site 
designated as the location for a new pri-
mary school for the Longhedge Village. So 
when is construction going to get under 
way? A good question, so read on.  

Regrettably, Wiltshire Council has advised that 
there are no plans at present to open the school as they say they do not need the 
school places yet. They further advise that Old Sarum Primary has 150+ surplus 
places and is struggling financially to run the school with such low numbers. They 
go on to state that opening another school so close would impact on the viability 
of Old Sarum Primary at this point in time. Wiltshire Council explains that this situ-
ation has come about because the birth rate has dropped significantly across the 
wider Salisbury area over the last couple of years. This level of decline is quite un-
precedented and was not expected. Longhedge is not the only site that Wiltshire 
Council secured for a new school and which is currently on hold as the additional 
places are not required immediately. 

Prior to opening a school, Central Government needs to issue a Funding Agree-
ment for the new school. To obtain such an agreement, Wiltshire Council is re-
quired to demonstrate that a new school is financially viable and this would not 
be possible at Longhedge currently with so many surplus places still available at 
Old Sarum.  

The site at Longhedge has already been transferred to Wiltshire Council who has 
confirmed that a school for Longhedge remains in its capital programme although 
the timing for delivery remains unknown at the moment. This will depend on de-
mand for places in the area, as indicated above, and will depend on such things as 
the result of the Old Sarum Airfield appeal, additional proposed housing adjacent 
to Longhedge and birth rate incline/decline.  

To help mitigate the situation, the long-awaited pathway connecting Longhedge 
and Old Sarum is now a reality and will provide walking/cycling access to the Old 
Sarum Primary School from Longhedge.  Wiltshire Council expects that a 3m wide 
shared tarmac path leading from McNamara Street on the Longhedge side of the 
boundary to link with Sherbourne Drive in Old Sarum will be completed no later 
than the summer with the possibility of completion in the spring. A second con-
necting pathway will be built later further along the boundary, ie north-east of the 
initial tarmac path.                                                                                                          VB 

Developer’s Plan of Longhedge Village 
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Laverstock Evergreen Club 

is holding a 

Coffee Morning 

On Wednesday 15th May 

In The Village Hall at 10.30 am 

Coffee & Cake £2.00 

Book Stall, Bring & Buy, Raffle.  

This event is open to all, for more 

information contact 

Jill Kay on 01722 323407 

News from Laverstock Gardening Club 

On 25th March committee member Grahame Alexander will be 
showing a video about the Alhambra, the magnificent Moorish 
palace in Granada (now a UNESCO World Heritage site).  Ques-
tions and answers to follow. 

Then on Wednesday 10th April a visit has been arranged to Houghton Lodge near 
Stockbridge, with its delightful Grade II listed formal and informal gardens. 

Later in the month our usual meeting day happens to fall on Easter Monday, so 
there will be no meeting of the Club on Monday 22nd April. 

Meetings of Laverstock Gardening Club are normally held on the fourth Monday of 
the month at Laverstock & Ford Village Hall at 7.30 pm. 

The exciting Salisbury Car Boot Sundays started 
in February and continue on the third Sunday of 
each month through to November (April and 
October will be second Sunday).  

It is open to sellers from 8am and to buyers from 9am until 12pm. Car Boot Sun-
days provide the perfect opportunity to earn some cash or bag a bargain in the 
bustling Market Place. No need to book, just turn up! 



 

 

The Cafe on the Green now serves 
breakfast from 9 to 11am  on 

Thursdays.  

Why not come and join us for a 
different start to the day - options 
include porridge, yoghurt and fruit 

or granola, croissants and beans 
on toast, and all at only 50p per 
item! Hot drinks and cake are 

available as usual and we even do 
take away!  

Newspapers and board games are 
provided too. If you have any que-
ries contact Christine Fordham on 

07740 512437 or at                         
owbemerton@gmail.com.  

Find us on Facebook at Cafe on the 
Green, Hampton Park. 

 

New Sarum W.I. 

January saw us all renew our membership, and we 
have around 27 members so far for this new year! 

November we were able to join in and make some      
jewellery! For some it was easy, others not so easy,     
including me! December we had our annual Christmas social, the evening went 
very quickly and was enjoyed by all. January saw us interacting with the Mule Pack-
er line dancing troupe. A very energetic evening, in which many of the members 
took part!  February saw us having a very interesting talk on 59 The Close, Salis-
bury, and in March we have a talk from someone who gives a lot of time at the 
Women’s Refuge. April is our AGM, and we are looking for new committee mem-
bers and a new treasurer. 

If you are interested in joining us, please look at our website 
www.newsarumwi.co.uk and join us at one of our meetings 7.15 pm, at The Old 
Sarum Community Centre on the first Wednesday of the month. 

Sheila Hart Treasurer.      sme.hart47@gmail.com 
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New Nursery for Old Sarum 

Following the successful bid for Government funds the Old Sarum Nursery has 
applied for planning permission for a purpose-built nursery. This will be situated 
on the Old Sarum Estate opposite the Care Centre and should be accessible from 
both Old Sarum and Longhedge. The plan is for a high-tech modular building to be 
open by September 2019. The building will be manufactured off site and then as-
sembled on site in August in about ten days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The nursery will be open for all pre-school ages, new-borns to 4 years old, and 
consultations are ongoing to ensure that the hours of opening will meet the 
needs of our local community. An open afternoon was held on 23rd January to 
gather the views of the Community on both opening hours and opening times i.e. 
open term time only or all year.  

If you have any views on this and were unable to come to the open afternoon in 
January, please contact Angela Riley at the Old Sarum Nursery at                                        
oldsarumnursery@gmail.com                                                                                        ME 

Proposed layout 



 

 

Mobile Library Service – Laverstock, Ford Old Sarum, and Bishopdown 

Have you visited the mobile library recently?  For adults, there are a large range 
of information books and novels, ranging from the latest thriller to best-selling 
autobiographies, cookery and gardening.  There is also a wide selection of large 
print and talking books.If you are a parent with young children, you will find a 
great range of picture books and story CDs for them to enjoy; there are infor-
mation books and plenty of exciting reading for older children as well. 

There is access to the whole county stock through the Wiltshire Libraries online 
catalogue. Books, audio books and DVDs can be requested on the mobile or 
online and collected by customers from the mobile library.  All children’s stock 
can be requested free of charge with a small fee for adult requests. You can also 
use your membership card at any Wiltshire library and return books to the mobile 
library. 

It is free to join and there are no fines for overdue books on the mobile library. 
It's easy to join, just bring along proof of your name and address and the friendly 
Mobile Manager will sign you up straight away – they are always happy to help.  

The mobile has full accessibility and is fitted with a customer lift. We visit on the 
following dates and times.  

Bishopdown Farm – Pavilion 

3.20 – 4.15pm 
Mar 2,  Mar 16,  Mar 30,  Apr 13, Apr 27,  May 11,  May 25,  Jun 8,  Jun 22, Jul 6,  
Jul 20,   Aug 3,  Aug 17, Aug 31 
Ford – Green Lane 
10.55 – 11.20 
Mar 5, Apr 2, 30, May 28, Jun 25, Jul 23, Aug 20, Sep 17 
Laverstock – Napier Crescent 
2.10 – 2.35pm 
Laverstock – Elm Close 
2.45 – 3.05pm 
Mar 2,  Mar 16,  Mar 30,  Apr 13, Apr 27,  May 11,  May 25,  Jun 8,  Jun 22, Jul 6,  
Jul 20,   Aug 3,  Aug 17, Aug 31 
Old Sarum - Pheasant Drive 
10-10.45 
Mar 6, Mar 20,  Apr 3, Apr 17, May 1, May 15, May 29, Jun 12, June 26, Jul 10,    
Jul 24 

Mobile timetables can also be viewed online at  
http://services.wiltshire.gov.uk/MobileLibrary/ 
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Trails Update 
 
Make the most of our open countryside by following 
one of the easy--to-access trails across the parish and 
enjoy meadow & down wildlife and the traditional 
farming practices that sustain it.   
Farm & Spinney Trail 
This Trail leaflet has now been updated and copies can 
be obtained from the River Bourne Community Farm 
cafe.  They can also be downloaded from the Farm 
website.   
www.riverbournecommunityfarm.org.uk  
Go to Trails & Wildlife and click on Trails. Scroll down 
to Farm & Spinney Trail and click on Directions. 
Laverstock Downs Trail 
This Trail is in the process of being updated and may be 
ready by the time you receive the Parish Newsletter. 
Hampton Park Trail 
This Trail can still be followed although, several of the 
markers have gone missing.  It will become part of the Castle Hill Country Park 
and you will be able to enjoy all the extra paths, views and wildlife that this will 
encompass when the Country Park is completed.                                                    PT                                                                                    



 

 

Country Park Update - Way Markers and Water Systems 

Since the steady progress to transfer reported in the last Parish Newsletter there 
has been more frustrating delays from the Developers with respect to handover 
of the Country Park to the Parish Council. At the time of writing handover of the 
Country Park looks again to be imminent so fingers crossed I will be writing about 
a celebratory event to mark this point in the next edition of the Parish Newsletter. 

On a brighter note the Community Art project is on track for Kerry Lemon’s way 
markers and pavers to be installed across the Country Park in March. The final 
pieces will bring delight to all as the weather warms up, particularly young visitors 
armed with crayons and a sheet of paper or two. 

The infiltration basins on the Country Park have raised health and safety concerns 
with some residents. From my perspective this underlines the need for transfer of 
the Country Park along with the Developer contributions to help manage it to oc-
cur as soon as possible. While the basins have been assessed as presenting a low 
health and safety risk they would definitely benefit from the establishment of an 
attractive landscape around them. The image below is of one of the infiltration 
basins established at Old Sarum which now provides an aesthetically pleasing 
point of interest to our residents as well as playing a vital life-saving function in 
times of heavy rainfall. 

Sustainable Urban Drainage systems (SUDs) of 
which the infiltration basins are a major compo-
nent, prevent surface water flooding to houses and 
other buildings by rapidly draining water from the 
buildings to the infiltration basins and porous chan-
nels where it is held until it drains away into the 
ground. This both prevents the buildings flood-
ing and filters pollutants from the water. 

 The Country Park SUDs also include a series of roman drains or cross drains in 
which are filled with coarse stones through which water can pass to percolate the 
soil in times of extreme flooding. The roman drain and earth bank on the Country 
Park from Bundy Lane are particularly impressive as they are designed to be the 
last defence to stop surface flood waters rushing into the River Bourne. This might 
seem like an extreme measure but the worst flooding in our river catchment dur-
ing the Valentine’s Day Storm 2014 occurred when water from the Bourne and 
other tributaries of the Avon rushed to meet a tidal surge at the coast. Residents  
at Christchurch, Milford – on – Sea and other coastal towns faced life-threatening  
flood conditions as a result. The SUDs on the Country Park therefore play a critical 
life-saving role when the heavens open by slowing the flow of flood waters down 
river.                                                                                                                                  DB 

An  infiltration basin established at Old Sarum  
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The University of the Third Age  

The University of the Third Age (U3A) is a nation-

al and international movement where retired 

and semi-retired people come together to con-

tinue their educational, creative and social inter-

ests in a friendly, informal environment. It’s volunteer-led, requires no formal quali-

fications, and we draw on the strengths and enthusiasm of our members to teach 

and learn from each other, all at minimal cost. It follows that it’s also a very social 

movement, whose informal motto is “Learn, Laugh, and Live”. All U3As operate on a 

self-funded, mutual aid basis, so costs are very low. 

There are over a thousand local U3As across the UK, with over 400,000 members, 

and there are three U3As in Salisbury alone, namely Sarum, Salisbury and District, 

and Spire. For readers of this Newsletter, Sarum U3A may well be the natural choice 

being the closest, as we meet in St Francis Church off Castle Road – and our Chair-

man and a good number of members are ‘Laverstockians’! 

Taking Sarum U3A as the example, we have over 450 members, and our activity falls 

within three broad areas. Firstly, there’s a monthly meeting during which, after a 

general social catch-up over tea and coffee we hear a lecture from a visiting speaker 

on almost any subject you care to imagine.  

Secondly there are organised visits, usually by coach, and ranging far and wide – the 

Houses of Parliament, Highgrove and Bletchley Park have been recent ‘targets’, and 

the 2019 programme includes Windsor Castle, the Watercress Line and Jane Austen 

museum, plus a wine tour to La Rioja. Lastly, and probably most importantly, is the 

activity of almost 75 Interest Groups, covering subjects as wide-ranging as philoso-

phy, languages at different levels, local history, gardening, jazz, digital photography, 

Boys’ Days Out and its corollary Girls on the Go, creative writing, a range of walking 

groups for different abilities, and so on. For all this, the Sarum U3A annual individual 

membership costs just £11, or £21 per couple.  

Interested? We’re always delighted to welcome new members so have a look at our 
website https://u3asites.org.uk/sarum/home, or just come along to one of our 
monthly meetings, held on the third Wednesday of each month, where you will be 
made welcome. The next two meetings are 20 February and 20 March, from 10a.m. 
to noon. We look forward to meeting  you.                                                      TM 



 

 

 Parish Pump  

The Parish Pump was the one place in the community where resi-
dents could gather to collect water and listen to gossip. The Parish 
Pump was the parish newsletter of its time. 

Parish Pump will never speak on behalf of Councillors or Officers. 
Comments made in this column are entirely the observations, some-
times whimsical, sometimes cutting reflections of the  Parish Pump, 
which after all, is still the life-blood of the community. 

PP thinks local people are a well-mannered caring community on the 
whole…. 

Parish folk are a typically friendly group. Perhaps it helps because they feel well-
informed about parish matters through the Newsletter, Website and rotating 
Council meetings which take Councillors around to every community in the Par-
ish. They know the names of their Parish Councillors and how to contact them. 

So when a resident shared a disturbing experience he had on his doorstep it was a 
startling reminder to PP of how vulnerable some people might be: 

“An untidy, well-built young fellow rang the doorbell. He carried a heavy looking 
rucksack on his back and showed me a scrappy ID card which identified his name 
as Levi….. He started a long speech explaining who he was, and what he was sell-
ing and included the information that he had been to prison. There was no 
chance of interrupting his spiel; I felt obliged to let him finish. When he finished I 
said ‘thank you but I don’t buy from the door’. At this point he flew in to a rage 
cursing me for letting him go on, for wasting his time. I asked him to leave my 
property and he angrily told me to stop following him down my garden path. He 
removed his rucksack and postured aggressively….I was frightened.”  

It made PP wonder if other residents have felt in jeopardy to similar intimidating 
experiences on their doorstep. Or perhaps you are the neighbour of a vulnerable 
person who has suffered in the same way?  

Supporting one another in this situation is something done well in a caring com-
munity but it’s a mistake to think that because someone doesn’t ask for help they 
don’t need it. Not true.  

Wiltshire Council has a free booklet on the subject entitled WISE UP TO SCAMS, 
advice to help you to stay safe at home.  

The booklet covers a whole range of swindles which might catch people unaware.  
continued…. 
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What is an area board? 
The area boards are a way of working to 
bring local decision making back into the 
heart of the community. Area Boards are 
not like old fashioned council meetings and there are lots of opportunities for local 
people to get involved. Meetings take place locally once every 8 weeks and be-
tween meetings task groups consisting of local people, Wiltshire Council staff and 
councillors tackle local issues and find solutions to take forward at the next area 
board. 

A key role of the area boards is to provide grants to community groups and youth 
funding in partnership with the local youth networks. Local Community Engage-
ment Managers (CEM's) facilitate and enable closer working between the council, 
the community and area boards.  

Laverstock & Ford Parish falls in to two area boards.  Bishopdown Farm residents 
are represented by Cllr  Derek Brown OBE   at the Salisbury Area Board meetings 
which are held at the City Hall at 7pm on the dates shown below.  Laverstock, Ford, 
Old Sarum and Longhedge  residents are represented By Cllr Ian McLennan at  the 
South Wiltshire  Area Board meetings which are held at 7pm on the dates and loca-
tions shown below. 

Residents are actively encouraged to attend these meetings  to see how Wiltshire 
Council deal with problems and hear reports from the council’s partners, police, fire 
brigade etc. 

For more details go to www.wiltshire.gov.uk/council-democracy-area-boards 

Salisbury Area Board 
Thu 28 Mar 2019 City Hall  
Thu 16 May 2019 City Hall 
Thu 4 Jul 2019 City Hall   
Thu 26 Sep 2019 City Hall  
Mon 4 Nov 2019 City Hall 

South Wiltshire Area Board 
Thu 14 Mar 2019 Alderbury VH 
Wed 1 May 2019 Whiteparish MC 
Thu 11 Jul 2019 Coombe Bissett VH 
Wed 4 Sep 2019 Trafalgar Downton 
Thu 28 Nov 2019 Alderbury VH 

There is also a ‘no cold callers’ sign to put on the front 
door. You can obtain a free pack directly by contacting                
emma.carroll@wiltshire.gov.uk. (Public Protection 
Officer), or  telephone 01225 713286 to have the pack 
sent to your home address.  To Just  download  the 
leaflet go to  www.laverstock-ford.co.uk/scams.pdf 

You may not need this information for yourself but per-
haps you know someone who does. Our Parish is a safe place to live and the crime 
rate is low but  let’s be careful.                                                                                        PP                                                                                                                                                                                                                



 

 

Laverstock & Ford Parish Council Contacts 

Details of councillors’ interests & membership of parish council sub-groups,  can 

be found on our website www.laverstock-ford.co.uk 

Parish Clerk  Andrew Prince  3 Pilgrims Way, Laverstock, Salisbury,   

SP1 1RZ  Tel: 01722  411847  Email:   parish-clerk@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

Barry Stay                               Email:   admin@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

Chair    Andy Birkett -  Vice-Chair  Vic Bussereau                                    

Bishopdown Farm Ward 

 

Karen Beard                                                
25 Hartley Way Bishopdown Farm 
SP1 3WS Tel:  504728                      
karenbeard@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

 

Lesley Waller                                  
30 The Oakbournes                    
Bishopdown Farm SP1 3FZ                                         
lesleywaller@laverstock-ford.co.uk  

 

Ford, Old Sarum & Longhedge 
Ward 

 

Andy Birkett                                             
34 Norman Drive Old Sarum                   
SP4 6FP  Tel: 01722 326642 
andybirkett@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

  

Vic Bussereau  

5 Merrifield Road, Ford SP4 6DF          
Tel: 339571 vicbussereau@laverstock-
ford.co.uk 

 

Carl Davis                                                      
41 Sherbourne Drive,  Old Sarum, 
SP4 6FS                                                   
Tel: 07970 038546                                   
carldavis@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

Laverstock & Ford Ward 

 

David Burton                                    
8 Riverside Close,  Laverstock, 
SP1 1QW  Tel: 332130              
davidburton@laverstock-ford.co.uk  

 

James Dean                                   
Milford Farm, Milford  SP1 1RJ                                 
Tel: 335040                                          
jamesdean@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

 

Derek Hayes                                     
Meadow View, The Green,             
Laverstock SP1 QS                                   
Tel: 332109                                        
derekhayes@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

 

Jennifer Brown                           
47 Potter’s Way, Laverstock                
SP1 1PX       Tel:  07766 702027  
jenniferbrown@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

 

Marti Hilliard                                      
13 Greenwood Avenue,                 
Laverstock, SP1 1PD                           
Tel:   335752                                               
martihilliard@laverstock-ford.co.uk 
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Wiltshire Councillors 

Ian McLennan      For Laverstock, Ford & Old Sarum   01722 332233 
                         47 Church Road, Laverstock, Salisbury SP1 1QY 
                         Email: ianmclennan@btinternet.com 
                                 @CllrIanMcLennan 

Derek Brown OBE  For Bishopdown Farm:                                       
                                 3 The Meadows, Salisbury, SP1 2SS   01722 679290                          

        Email: derek.brown@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Member of Parliament  

John Glen          Constituency Office 12 Brown Street, Salisbury SP1 1HE  

                            Phone: 01722 323050   

                            Website:  www.johnglenmp.com 
                    House of Commons  john.glen.mp@parliament.uk                    

Laverstock & Ford Parish Newsletter:  

Copy deadline for next issue (175) May/June  2019 - 4th April 

The editor reserves the right to edit articles for content and length. 

If you are a member of a local club or organisation, or have an un-

usual hobby which you think would interest your fellow residents, write a short 

article about it for possible inclusion in a future Parish Newsletter. You can include 

pictures which support the article. A full page is a round 400 words.                                                            

Email these to:   editor@laverstock-ford.co.uk                                                                       

Laverstock & Ford Parish Website: www.laverstock-ford.co.uk  

Parish Council meetings for March & April 

Monday 18th March Old Sarum Community Centre 7pm 
This meeting will start with the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

 
Monday 15th April  River Bourne Community Farm 7pm 

Parish Council meetings are held in each of the parish wards to enable       
residents to have easy access to local meetings.  Residents are welcome to 

attend and may address the council for up to three minutes before the start 
of the meeting. 



 

 

LOCAL CHURCHES INFORMATION  

Several churches are listed as the civil boundary overlaps the church boundaries  
St Mark's Church - Main Services 

1st Sunday 9.00am Communion and 10.00am Together@Ten 

2nd-5th Sundays 10.30am Communion or Morning Worship 

St Andrew's Church -  Sunday Services  

9.00am Breakfast@9 - an hour with God with breakfast 

10.30am Communion 

Parish Office (St Mark’s/St Andrew’s) 07933 952171 stmarkssalisbury@gmail.com 

Bourne Valley Methodist Church, Main Road, Winterbourne Dauntsey, SP4 6EW                                    
Sunday service at 10.00am.  Minister Rev Margaret Jones.   Tel 01722 421224  

St. Michael and All Angels, Winterbourne Earls :  

Sunday service at 11.00am Team Service (5th Sunday in month),  

Wednesday Holy Communion 9.30am  

Team Vicar: Rev. Peter Ostli-East (01980 611350) ostlieast@gmail.com  

Associate Priest Rev David Coates (01722 325944) Bourne Valley Team  

Rev Wendy Pugh (part-time) (01722 501443)                                                                                   
Churchwarden: Mrs Becky Baker (01980 611343   Website: www.stmichaelswebsite.org.uk  

Salisbury Vineyard Church : meets every Sunday, 10.30am at Godolphin School— Real 
coffee, friendly people, real God and uplifting atmosphere. Details:: 01722 340166 or vis-it 
www.salisburyvineyard.co.uk  

The Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham at Holy Redeemer, Bishopdown  

Mass 11am every Sunday, Wednesday 6.30pm. Evensong 6pm (2nd Sunday of month)  

Fr Keith Robinson (01722 504807) frkeithssm@yahoo.co.uk  

Most Holy Redeemer Fotherby Crescent, Bishopdown SP1 3EG. Saturdays 6pm with chil-
dren's    liturgy, Wednesday 10am . Canon Michael Fitzpatrick. For more information ring 
01722 333581 or email office@salisburycatholics.org. Website: 
www.salisburycatholics.org  

Salisbury United Reformed Church welcomes you. Ministers Revs. Ana & Tod Gobledale 
( tel. 01722 330980 ) : Services at Fisherton Street, Sundays 10.30am. 
www.salisburyurc.org.uk 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Old Sarum Sunday 10am worship Wednes-
day 7:30pm Youth Club   

Salisbury Baptist Church Brown Street SP1 2AS welcomes you, Sundays 10.30 am, Tues-
days Coffee & Lunch, Parent & Toddler Group Thursday morning. Contact: 01722 237250 
churchofficesbc@gmail.com    

Salisbury Methodist Church  St Edmunds,  Church St, Salisbury, SP11EF. Minister, Rev Da-
vid Hookins. Services every Sunday morning at 10.30 am and in the evening at 6pm.    

St Francis Church Beatrice Rd/ Castle Road Salisbury lots going on for all ages. please check 
out our website for more info: www.st-francischurch.org.uk  

Grace Church  10am Stonehenge School AMESBURY, SP4 7ND , 11am Sarum Academy 
School, SALISBURY, SP2 9HS  www.gracechurchuk.org   Tel: 01722 33 33 51 



Laverstock & Ford Parish Newsletter       39 

 

Contacts around The Parish   

Air Cadets (Old Sarum)  320634 

Army Cadets (Old Sarum) Adam Reavill 07940 984886  

Bishopdown Farm Pre-School Marie Ryan    07388 378584  

Bishopdown Farm Friendship  Gp   Mary Ellis                          324259  

Cafe on the Green Toddler Group  owbemerton@gmail.com  

Cafe Craft Club  Angela                 cafeon thegreen91@gmail.com  

Cricket Club Paul Hemming  07970 960218  

Deliveries: PARISH NEWSLETTER Barry Stay 01722 321040  

Evergreen Club Sandy Small 711129 

Flora Mundi Mrs D Stevens 335770 

Greentrees Primary - Head Ray Picton 340596 

Hampton Park Pavilion Bookings 502966          Hamptonparkpavillion @gmail.com 

Laverstock  & Ford Sports Club  327401 

Laverstock Art Club Fiona Forbes 01980 862368 

Laverstock Beaver Scouts Jane Waspe 421287 

Laverstock Brownies Pauline Giles  01725 519216 

Laverstock Cubs Kate Knight  01980 622495 

Laverstock Explorer Scouts   David Waspe  01722 421287 

Laverstock Gardening Club Jill Kay 01722 323407 

Laverstock History/Archaeology Bryan Evans 320129 

Laverstock Ladies Open Group Iverene Hopkins  500643 

Laverstock Scouts Martin Smith  01722 339546  

Laverstock WI Thelma Green 320179 

Line Dancing (Mulepackers) Mike Sainsbury    717800/340054 

Milford Preservation Group Alan Hotchkiss        326027 

Mothers’ Union Afternoon Group Heather Ludlow  01980 862758  

Old Sarum Aviation Museum  @BDACATOldSarum 323636 

Old Sarum Beaver, Cub & Scouts  oldsarumscouts @outlook.com  

Old Sarum Community Centre Diana Earle  01722 335349  

Old Sarum Community Enablers Will and Sophie Burditt  01722 237318  



 

 

V E N U E S  A R O U N D  T H E  P A R I S H 

Laverstock and Ford Village Hall 

Casual hire available. 

Contact Ian Haldane Tel. No. 01722 320 879  

Old Sarum Community Centre 

Large spacious hall seating  80 + people. Small hall which can be divided into two 
by a partition,  catering for thirty people each side or 60 when opened fully.   Com-
mercial kitchen and facilities suitable for parties, wedding receptions and training. 
Wi Fi throughout the  building.                                                                                    
Email    oldsarumcommunitycentre@gmail.com   or download a booking form 
from the website  www.oldsarumcommunitycentre.co.uk  The Community Office 
will be open on Mondays 10-12.  Tel 01722 335349  

The Pavilion, Hampton Park                                                                                                        
The Pavilion is located on Ash Crescent at Hampton Park. It offers excellent facili-
ties for both indoor and outdoor sport, as well as a meeting place for a variety of 
groups and  organisations. For the latest info on availability and to hire  the Pavil-
ion for a party or meeting, please check the website :                                                                   

www.hamptonparkpavilion.co.uk or email   hamptonparkpavilion@gmail.com 

Old Sarum Primary School—Head Mr John Jones                                      410677 

River Bourne Community Farm Jane Wilkinson 330667 

Probus Club of Sarum Peter Matthews       340508  

River Bourne Farm Shop & Cafe  332749  

Salisbury Medical Practice Tanya McKay                                  333034  

Sarum Bridge Club sarumbridge @gmail.com 

St. Andrews - FRIENDS -  Chair Emily Wells  07841 907987 

St. Andrews - Head Karen Walker 503590 

St. Andrews Toddlers - Chair Cheryl Daniels 07765 863959  

St. Edmunds  - Head Mrs Nicola Bull 328565 

St .Josephs -   Head Mrs R Ridley  335380 

St. Josephs - FRIENDS C/O School 335380 

TA Centre—Old Sarum Capt. Dave Oliver  438300 

TAI CHI Jo Domin 01722 322446 

The Duck Inn Becki and Tim 327678 

Wyvern - FRIENDS Mrs Joanna Charlton     331245 

Wyvern College Head Jonathan Curtis 500700 

http://www.hamptonparkpavilion.co.uk/
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WILTSHIRE COUNCIL HELPLINES 
To report road, lighting defects and road hazards    0300 456 0105 

Emergency (Out of hours)                                             0300 456 0100  

Rubbish and recycling                                                0300 456 0102  

Council tax                                                                      0300 456 0109  

Housing                                                                      01722 434773   

Planning                                                                   01722 434541    

Building Control                                                      01722 434519  

Pest control, noise and pollution                                 0300 4560107  

General enquiries and switchboard                     0300 456 0100   

 

FLOOD LINE                                                                     0345 988 1188  

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY  Emergency Helpline       0800  807 060 

 

Salisbury  Community Area Manager                                                                       

Karen Linaker        karen.linaker@wiltshire.gov.uk                      01722 434697       

Southern Wiltshire Community Area Manager                                                                  

Tom Bray                tom.bray@wiltshire.gov.uk                             01722 434252                                          

                                                
 
 
 

Local Police Contacts for Community Policing issues or enquiries (non-urgent) 
 
Laverstock, Ford and Old Sarum  PCSO Jenny Moss 
 jenny.moss@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 
 
Bishopdown Farm,  Hampton Park and Riverdown Park 
PCSO Jenny Moss   jenny.moss@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 
 
Milford    PCSO Laura King – laura.king@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 
 
Community Policing Co-ordinator – Pc Matt Holland  
Our email for general enquiries is - cptsouthwiltshire@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 
 
You can phone Wiltshire Police by dialling '101', in an emergency dial ‘999’. 



 

 

PARISH D i a r y D a t e s                                                        
for events in  March/April 2019  

 

March 

Wed 6th  Laverstock Evergreen Club 2.30pm Laverstock & Ford Village Hall  

Wed 6th New Sarum W.I. Old Sarum Community Centre 7:15pm —  9:15pm 

Mon 11th Laverstock Ladies’ Group  AGM  7.45pm at Laverstock Village Hall   

Wed 13th  Old Sarum and Longhedge Residents Association 7pm at OSCC 

Thu 14th Southern Wiltshire Area Board Alderbury  Village Hall   7pm 

Mon 18th  Laverstock WI Annual Meeting  Laverstock Village Hall  7.45pm 

Mon 18th Parish  Council  Meeting  Old Sarum Community Centre  7pm 

Thu 28th Salisbury Area Board Alamein Suite City Hall  7pm 

Mon 25th  Laverstock Gardening Club  Video show - The Alhambra  LVH  7.30 pm  

Wed 27th Mothers’ Union Afternoon Group, St Andrew’s Church, 2.15pm  

Sun 31st  FREE Family Cream Tea Old Sarum Community Centre 2.4pm 

April 

Wed 3rd Laverstock Evergreen Club 2:30pm  Laverstock & Ford Village Hall  

Wed 3rd New Sarum W.I. Old Sarum Community Centre 7:15pm —  9:15pm 

Mon 8th  Laverstock Ladies’ Group   Easter Crafts  Laverstock Village Hall  7.45pm 

Mon 15th Parish Council  Meeting River Bourne Community Farm   7pm 

Mon 15th  Laverstock WI "From Dresser to Trainer" -  Hilary Strong  LVH   7.45pm 

Sun 21st Old Sarum &Longhedge Community Easter Egg Hunt.  2-5pm OSCC 

Mon 22th Laverstock Gardening Club Easter Monday—No Meeting 

Wed 24th Mothers’ Union Afternoon Group, St Andrew’s Church, 2.15pm  

 

LVH Laverstock & Ford Village Hall   RBCF River Bourne Community Farm          

OSCC Old Sarum Community Centre 

Make sure your May/June 2019 events appear in the Parish Newsletter                                    
E-mail full details to: editor@laverstock-ford.co.uk  
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