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Welcome to issue 153 of the Parish Newsletter.  
In his ‘View from the Chair’ article, Chris Burnell announces that he is standing 

down as Chair of the Parish Council having held the post for two years. In many 

councils now, the leader or chair tends to change with much more regularity than in 

times past.  This is good, it brings new views to the post. We can see that in our par-

ish a number of past chairmen held the office for up to twelve years, but of course 

times have changed. One can imagine that when Cllr A West was chairman for 12 

years in the early 30’s, very little was changing in Laverstock & Ford. The number of 

dwellings in the parish in 1921 was 115, in 1931 it was 129  and by 1961 it had risen 

to 540. With recent and planned developments the parish will soon have around 

4,400 homes. 

These major developments involve many meetings of the council with developers 

and with Wiltshire Council to ensure that, where new housing is planned, residents 

should have facilities commensurate with the extra number of homes, and to  con-

firm that what developers promised is actually provided.  This huge increase in the 

workload of your un-paid council means that a period of two years as chair is proba-

bly a realistic amount of time. 

Chris has said that he will remain as councillor and we thank him for being a steady 

hand on the tiller, steering the council through the choppy waters of a parish where 

developers would seem to wish to build on any available green space. 

The community came together with opposition to plans to build on Old Sarum Air-

field, over 110 peopled attended the open meeting arranged by the council to allow 

residents to have their say.  There is more detail on the council view of these plans 

on page 10. 

This issue also carries articles about the new school at Riverdown Park, a revised 

footpath at Milford,  the outstanding  Boundary Review and a story about a local 

man who's actions probably saved the life of someone who was to become quite fa-

mous. We hope that you find them informative. 

The Parish Newsletter  is published six times a year for  the benefit of parish  residents. 
  However, articles  included do not  necessarily reflect the views of  the Parish Council. 

Advertisements for  any firm or service does not imply a recommendation by the Parish Council.                   

Cover picture:  The Pavilion at Hampton Park  - See more about the Pavilion on page 25 
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View from the Chair          By Chris Burnell, Chair of the Parish Council 

This will be my last article as Chair of the Laverstock and 
Ford Parish Council. I have been the chair for approximate-
ly two years and the time is right for someone else to take 
on the role. I will continue to sit on the council. A lot has 
happened during this time and whilst we still have chal-
lenges ahead I believe that the Parish Council is in a strong 
position to respond to them.   
 
As you will all be aware the main news in the Parish is the 

planning application made on behalf of the airfield. We believe that we 
have made a strong case for objecting to the application as it is important 
for us to protect this fantastic conservation area, the four points made by 
the Parish Council are below. 
 The proposed development is at variance to several Core Policies 

within the Wiltshire Core Strategy. 
 There is no indication as to the finances required to renovate/

develop the airfield or clarity on the income stream required to sus-
tain the airfield in future years 

 Lack of community involvement in developing the Application and 
disregard for views of local community.   

 Scant regard to the spirit or the meaning of a Conservation Area. 
 
Let us hope that we and the great number of other objectors are listened to. 
 
Whilst this is going on let us not forget the large number of other projects 
which are also on going: The open space at Old Sarum, Hampton Park 
country park and Longhedge are awaiting responses from developers and 
solicitors. We should also remember we are still awaiting the response 
from the Governance Boundary Review. It is hoped the recommendations 
should come through soon and we will be consulted on this as a parish 
(more in the newsletter further in). I urge everyone to respond to this con-
sultation when it comes through as it will decide which parish council you 
will be represented by, ourselves or the city and we have all seen how well 
the city parish takes notice of our parishioners!! 
 
As ever, if you wish to give your views or need the help of the Parish Coun-
cil our contact details can be found on page 9 of this newsletter or on our 
website, or of course you can always come to our monthly meetings.                                                       
 
Finally, welcome to David Burton of Laverstock who has joined the Parish 
Council. David's acknowledged experience in land management will be a 
great asset to the council as it takes on community areas of land associated 
with current and future housing developments.                               



Report on Parish Council Meetings 

This report covers the meetings held at the River Bourne Community Farm on 

15 June and 13 July. 

At the June meeting the Council discussed a Tree Survey report that they had 

commissioned to cover all of the trees at Whitebridge Spinney. This includes 

all of the open space owned by the Council from Whitebridge to the end of the 

boardwalk near Riverbourne Road. The Council agreed with the findings of 

the report and will carry out the recommended work. This will involve felling 

a few trees and safety work on others.  

There was also lengthy discussion on the Annual Return of the Parish Coun-

cil. This is the process by which the business and finances of the Council are 

audited and monitored by an external accountancy company. This year there 

have been extensive changes to internal governance with the introduction of 

Financial Regulations and the appointment of a new internal auditor. Resi-

dents are reminded that they are entitled to view any of the returns and reports 

and should contact the Parish Clerk if they wish to do so.  

Every year at about this time the Council is reminded of the Parish Emergency 

Assistance Scheme. This includes assistance with flood prevention and snow 

clearance with the provision sand bags, sand and gritting salt. The problem is 

that it requires a lot of administration and after discussion the Council decided 

that it does not have the resources. 

At the July meeting the Council welcomed 56 residents and other members of 

the public. They all attended because the Council’s response to the planning 

application to build 480 homes on Old Sarum airfield was on the agenda. At 

the start of the meeting eleven people spoke in objection to the application and 

one person, on behalf of the applicant, spoke in support. The Council voted 

unanimously to OBJECT to the application.                                         Cont.... 
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Before the meeting the Council had a presentation from a potential contractor 

for the provision of formal play areas and other facilities on new public open 

space at Old Sarum. Later in the meeting it was agreed in principle to use this 

company because it was the only one that provided all of the play equipment 

preferred by Old Sarum children . This project, with a budget of over 

£144,000, will be the largest that the Council has ever undertaken. It includes 

a 1000 sq. metre fenced play area situated close to the new Community Cen-

tre plus a sport wall and trim trail between the playing pitch and Partridge 

Way.                                                                                    

There is still no indication however of a date when the Country Park and 

the MOD playing field open spaces will be transferred to the Council.  The 

developer, Persimmon Homes, has been very slow to complete the final 

work needed to have the open space ready for transfer. 

Two other planning applications were discussed. The Council OBJECTED 

to the application for extended hours by Fahr Industries at Old Sarum be-

cause of the loss of amenity by the residents. The revised application by 

Tesco for an exit on to New Petersfinger Road was more difficult and re-

sulted in a NO COMMENT. The aim of the Council is always to try and 

reduce traffic on Milford Mill Road. 

There was also some discussion on the small play area in Pheasant Drive 

next to the school. Some residents have asked for longer opening hours in 

the summer or for it to be left open 24/7. It was decided to let things re-

Next Parish Council Meetings                                                                                        

Monday 21st  Sep River Bourne Community Farm Laverstock  7pm       

   Monday 19th  Oct  Old Sarum Community Centre                       7pm    

                              Residents are welcome to attend 

For the latest news see our website www.laverstock-ford.co.uk    



Planning Applications 

The following Planning Applications have been submitted in, and adjacent to, the 
Parish since June 2015. Italics after the application show the Parish Council re-
sponse. Bold print shows a decision by Wiltshire Council. 

DECISIONS 

15/04556/FUL Retention of temporary double classroom, St Joseph’s School. Approved 

15/04574/FUL Single storey front extension, 2 Riverbourne Rd, Milford. Approved 

15/04659/FUL Single storey flat roof extension. 127 Church Rd, Laverstock. Approved 

15/04946/FUL Change of use to 4 x 1-bed flats, 7 & 9 Partridge Way, Old Sarum. Ap-
proved 

15/05496/FUL Rear extension & dormer window. 129 Church Rd, Laverstock. Approved 

15/05557/TPO Reduce lateral growth T1 & T2 by 20% 33 Applin Rd, Riverdown Park, 
Approved 

15/05654/FUL Side & rear extension. 12 Greenwood Ave, Laverstock. Approved 

 

NEW APPLICATIONS 

15/05639/VAR Vary condition 2 of S/2000/1029 to extend hours of operation. Fahr In-
dustries Ltd, Old Sarum. OBJECT with reasons. 

15/05882/TPO Work to TPO tree, 28 Partridge Way, Old Sarum. NO COMMENT. 

15/06415/FUL Single storey rear extension, 36 Napier Close, Laverstock. NO COMMENT 

15/06517/TPO Crown raise & thin 11 TPO trees, 14 Green Lane, Ford. NO COMMENT 

15/06590/FUL Single storey rear extension, Fairfield, Duck Lane, Laverstock. NO COM-
MENT. 

15/06624/FUL Erection of 3-bed dwelling – amended siting. Plot 21, Riverdown Park. 

15/06949/FUL New mobile for pre-school. New shop & seating area. River Bourne Com-
munity Farm, Laverstock. NO COMMENT 

15/07253/REM Reserved matters application for 673 dwellings by Linden Homes & Bovis 
Homes. Land east of the A345, Longhedge. 

15/07607/FUL Conversion, extension & alterations to garage to make accommodation. 8 
Green Lane, Ford. 

15/07751/PNCOU Prior approval notification for proposed change of use to registered day 
nursery, Sterling House, Old Sarum Park. 
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Laverstock & Ford Parish Council Contacts 

Details of councillors’ interests and membership of parish council sub-groups, with 

all the latest parish news, can be found on our website www.laverstock-ford.co.uk 

Chairman                                    
Christopher Burnell                        

35 Apostle Way, Bishopdown,     
Salisbury SP1 3GS  Tel: 505722 

Vice-Chair                                       
Vic Bussereau                                   

5 Merrifield, Ford SP4 6DF             
Tel: 339571 

James Dean Milford Farm, Milford 
SP1 1RJ Tel: 335040 

Derek Hayes Meadow View, The 
Green, Laverstock SP1 1QS           

Tel: 332109 

Liz Dore 85 Church Road,             
Laverstock SP1 1QZ                       

Tel: 500343 

Mark Ansonia  5 Norman Drive,    
Old Sarum, SP4 6FP                       
Tel: 07875 400682 

Carl Davis 41 Sherbourne Drive, 
Old Sarum, SP4 6FS                       
Tel: 07826 051406 

David Law 117b Church Road,     
Laverstock  SP1 1RB               

mail@d-law.co.uk    

    Simon Byers 18 Osmund Walk,    
Old Sarum SP4 6NE                     

Tel: 410100 

Karen Kelly 2 Norman Drive,           
Old Sarum, SP4 6FP                       

Tel: 679367 

Paul Tunnicliffe 9 Norman Drive, 
Old Sarum, SP4 6FP                       
Tel: 07740 918255 

David Burton  8 Riverside Close,                            

Laverstock, SP1 1QW                                 

Tel: 332130  

Parish Clerk  Andrew Prince  3 Pilgrims Way, Laverstock,  Salisbury SP1 1RZ                                        

Tel: 01722  411847  Email:   parish-clerk@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

Wiltshire Councillors 

Ian McLennan For Laverstock, Ford & Old Sarum                 01722 332233 
                     47 Church Road, Laverstock, Salisbury 
                     SP1 1QY 
                     Email: ian@letsgo-show.com @CllrIanMcLennan 

Bill Moss           For Hampton Park                                          01980 862241 
                     Long Orchard, London Road 
                     Winterslow. SP5 1BN 

Member of Parliament  

John Glen Member of Parliament www.johnglenmp.com 
           House of Commons  john.glen.mp@parliament.uk 
           Constituency office: Phone: 01722 323050         Fax: 01722 327080 



The Parish Council’s objections to the Planning Application for the proposed devel-

opment on the Old Sarum Airfield  

The formal consultation period for the Planning Application for the proposed develop-

ment on the Old Sarum Airfield (Application No 15/04004/OUT) is over.  This Applica-

tion has generated a considerable degree of attention both within the Parish and outside. 

A petition has been set up which has been signed by over 1000 people and there is a large 

following on Facebook. At the time of writing, 381 responses to the Application are 

available to be viewed on the Wiltshire Council website. 

The Planning Application was on the agenda for the July Parish Council Meeting which 

was attended by over 60 members of the public. Some members spoke prior to the start of 

the formal meeting and raised a variety of concerns on what was proposed. Mr Grenville 

Hodge, Director of Old Sarum Airfield Ltd, also attended and spoke on the advantages 

the proposed development would bring. The Parish Council understood and fully sup-

ported the aspiration to continue flying at Old Sarum Airfield but considered what is be-

ing proposed as over development in the extreme.  During the formal meeting the Parish 

Council voted to object to the planning application on 4 counts. 

Subsequently, on 22 Jul, the Parish Council held an Open Meeting  to explain to local 

residents some of the details which supported their objection and to provide an oppor-

tunity for general discussion on the Application. The meeting was well attended with in 

excess of 110 people present. One resident spoke in favour of the proposed development 

while all others who spoke during the 2 hour meeting were vehemently opposed to it. 

The Parish Council’s reasons for objecting to the Planning Application are summarised 

here:                                                                                                                            Cont.... 



Laverstock & Ford Parish Newsletter       11 

The proposed development is at variance to several Core Policies within the 

Wiltshire Core Strategy 

The Wiltshire Core Strategy was adopted by the Wilshire Council in January of this 

year and covers the period up to 2026. It is a development plan produced by the 

Council that contains the strategy for building new houses in Wiltshire and includes 

a number of Core Policies which directly affect development. The primary Policy 

which underpins any development on the Airfield is Core Policy 25 (Old Sarum 

Airfield) that identifies criteria under which development would be allowed – the 

proposed development conflicts with this in many areas.   

Ford is identified in the Strategy document as part of the ‘Small Village’ of Laver-

stock and Ford. Core Policy 2 (Delivery Strategy) identifies that development in 

Small Villages will be limited to infill which clearly the proposed development is 

not. 

The proposed development also conflicts with Core Policy 51 (Landscape) which 

seeks ‘to protect, conserve and enhance Wiltshire’s distinctive landscape character’. 

The development proposed in the Planning Application does little to meet these 

requirements. 

There is no indication as to the finances required to renovate/develop the airfield 

or clarity on the income stream required to sustain the airfield in future years.  

No detail is provided in the application documentation on the money required for 

renovating/enhancing the airfield - the principle reason for development - or income 

required to secure the long term future of the site. Housing development in a Con-

servation Area should only be considered as a last resort, when all other income 

streams have been exhausted and there is no evidence that this is the case. 

Lack of community involvement in developing the Application and disregard for 

views of local community  

Despite statements made in various publications to the contrary, little effort has 

been made to consult with the local residents and Parish Council on the Planning 

Application to develop a Master Plan ‘in partnership with the local community’ as 

required by the Core Strategy. The responses provided by the general public, who 

attended the event in December 2014 in which a completed Master Plan was pre-

sented, indicated that less than 25% believed that the proposed housing develop-

ment was satisfactory. In addition, concerns include both noise and safety issues 

due to the close proximity of the proposed housing. Infrastructure issues are also a 

major concern and range from schooling through to traffic/road issues; the latter is 

a major concern for residents of Ford. Overall, despite clear messages that the Mas-

ter Plan as presented in December 2014 was not acceptable, the Planning Applica-

tion reflects little change as a result of inputs from the local residents and the Parish 

Council.                                    Cont........ 



Scant regard to the spirit or the meaning of a Conservation Area 

A Conservation Area is defined by Historic England as an ‘area of special architec-

tural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to pre-

serve or enhance.’ All the 3 areas within the Planning Application fall within the 

Old Sarum Conservation Area, the majority of which is a ‘greenfield’ site. The 2 

proposed housing areas do nothing to enhance or safeguard the heritage assets with-

in the airfield or preserve the character of the Conservation Area; they would lead to 

a loss of 55% of what remains of the airfield’s historic perimeter as well as leading to 

the loss of 30% of the open grass area defining the old flying field.  Sightlines into 

and within the airfield would be significantly affected. Views to and from the old 

hangers, technical buildings and historic and rare gun butts would change forever 

and many of the points made in the original 2006 appraisal of the Airfield, which 

lead to the granting of Conservation Area status, would be affected. Lastly, there is a 

need for Wiltshire Council to ensure that an acceptable Conservation Area Manage-

ment Plan is finalised in conjunction with local residents before the current Applica-

tion is considered.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Council submitted its formal objection to Wiltshire Council in 2 parts with the sec-

ond following the Open Meeting. Both parts can be read in full on the Parish Council 

website. 

The Parish Council now waits to hear from Wilshire Council as to the details of when 

and where the Council Planning Committee meeting will be held that will determine 

the application. Residents will be encouraged to attend this meeting in strength. The 

Parish Council will keep you advised on the details. 

Plan from Wiltshire Council website 

Planning Application 
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How secure is your garage or shed?  
 
Many people take a great deal of trouble securing their house and the property with-
in it .... but what about sheds and garages? With the array of lawnmowers, power 
tools, garden equipment, bicycles, sports and other valuable equipment kept in 
them, security measures should certainly be put in place. 

Sheds 
■ 

Make sure that the shed is near to the 
house or clearly visible from the house. 
■ 

Make sure that the door, door frame 
and walls are solid and replace any 
damaged or rotten areas with 
new sections. 
■ 

Often sheds are left unlocked or without 
any 
appropriate security, such as padlocks, 
chains or lighting. By installing these 
simple items you can give better protec-
tion to your property. 
■ 

Replace broken glass panes with lami-
nated glass. Fit windows with a grille 
fixed to steel plates inside the shed. 
■ 

Fit key-operated window locks on open-
ing windows. If the windows are never 
opened, screw them permanently shut 
from the inside. 
■ 

Use metal rings and chains fixed to the 
shed frame with security screws to ena-
ble you to secure your electrical items, 
ladders and tools.  
■ 

Fit a battery powered alarm. These can 
be purchased from DIY stores and gar-
den centres. 
■ 

Make sure your household insurance 
policy covers theft from your garden 
and outbuildings. 

Garages 
■ 

If you have a household alarm fitted, 
consider extending the system into 
the garage area to detect intruders. 
■ 

Purchase a separate garage alarm, 
which can be connected to a stand-
ard electrical 240v socket with  
a three-pin plug. 
■ 

Fit a garage door blocker on the out-
side of the door. This product bolts 
permanently to the floor, has a large 
‘T’ bar shaped restrictor and a quality 
locking device. 
■ 

Consider fitting a pair of garage door 
locks that are fitted either vertically or 
horizontally and can 
be locked either from the inside or 
outside of the garage. 
■ 

Install dead bolts mounted one on 
each edge of the door inside the gar-
age. When in use, the locks 
throw a bolt into the doorframe or the 
concrete floor of the garage. 
■ 

Various good quality ‘up and over’ or 
‘rolling’ deadlocking door handles 
can be purchased to replace the ex-
isting poor quality locks to give  bet-
ter security. 
■ 

Consider purchasing loop cables. 
These have a long braided steel ca-
ble and a two-bolt anchor 
locking point. These fix to garage 
walls or floors and can be passed 
through expensive property such as 
quad bikes, etc. Some cables are 
alarmed. 



OLD SARUM NEWS… 

The Old Sarum Community centre has hosted 2 community meetings in July 

proving it to be an ideal venue for such events. On July 8th we had an Open 

Residents Meeting where the 2015/2016 Residents Committee were elect-

ed (Gerry Hayden, Trish Thomas, Julie and Ronnie Hutchison, Kim Hibbert, 

Karen Kelly, Simon Byers,  Jim and Shirley Ayers ….and myself Penny 

Joyce). 

We meet as a new committee on September 7th 7.30 at OSCC  to discuss 

issues related to the estate. All those who would like to come along are wel-

come. Thanks to John Wilkinson for all that he did for the community as 

member and chair who stood down this year.  We are currently looking at 

the lack of new play areas on the MOD land, Longhedge and the impact that 

will have, parking issues and the usual issues related to dog fouling! The 

airfield is a big issue for us and we have responded objecting to the build on 

such a historic site (more below)  

 At that same Open Meeting the Management 

Group for the new centre were ratified (Diane Ayers, 

Trish Sinclair, Gerry Hayden, Cate Rosser, Karen 

Kelly, Jim and Shirley Ayers, Eric Wyatt, Eve Her-

bert, Lillie Robinson, Mavis Dean,  and myself)   We 

think the overlap with the Residents Committee is 

helpful as it offers continuity. The Residents Committee and Management 

Group may be subsumed in the future, but currently there is a lot of ‘centre 

specific’ things  for the management group to sort out in the new centre……

including 3 months without phone or broadband access!! Any suggestions 

how to get Open Reach to come and do the work gratefully received!  

On July 23rd the centre hosted the Laverstock and Ford Parish Council 

Open Meeting  specifically held to discuss one 

issue…the plans to build on the airfield. Over 100 

people came along and strongly held views were 

voiced.  Vic Bussereau ably chaired the meeting 

and banners were waved and objections were 

aired with vigour. The Salisbury Journal was there 

to take notes. The last time I looked there were 

350 objections to the airfield on the Wiltshire web 

site and a large petition of up to 1500 people! 
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Old Sarum Community Centre.   

So how is the centre fairing three months after opening?  There are lots of 

parties booked and we have strung hanging cords across the room to allow 

people to decorate the room for children with-

out spoiling the walls. This is Eve’s sons Un-

derwater Party!      

A big celebration party was held and look how 

attractive the hall looked . Does this give you 

any ideas of what your celebration  party 

could look like? We have equipment for up to 

100 people.  

Slimming World has arrived at Old Sarum! It meets at the 

centre every Saturday morning from 9.30 -11. Open to all 

you can just turn up and register! Cost is £5 per person. It 

will run 52 weeks of the year!  

  We are getting fit at Old Sarum with Bootcamp on a Monday 

and Friday 6.30-7.30 and Wednesday at 1130am. Fitsteps clas-

ses run as well on a Wednesday night and for the more gentle 

there is also Yoga happening each Tuesday evening.   

  NEW  Potential usage is for Brownies and  Fun4baby groups 

OLD SARUM YOUTH CLUB                                                                                            

is now open Monday’s 7:30pm – 9:00pm  at                                                                

THE NEW COMMUNITY CENTRE, Pheasant Drive, Old Sarum , SP4  6GH 

Young people from Laverstock, Ford &Hampton Park also welcome. The youth club 

will have lots to do including various sports activities, a chill zone, cooking and much, 

much more! If you would like further details please call Emma Drage Your local Com-

munity Youth Officer on 07775410523 or 01722 438927. 

To contact the Community Centre for bookings please email 

oldsarumcommunitycentre@gmail.com  or visit our 

website oldsarumcommunitycentre.vpweb.co.uk. The 

Community Office is manned every Monday between 10-

12am  and you can also catch people at the Community Café on Tuesdays 

8.45-10.30 am. 

That’s it for now…..Penny  Joyce Community Enabler  



The Finch ‘dynasty’ of asylum proprietors 
At the June meeting of the Laverstock and Ford History Group Tom Ridout gave a 
talk on the Finch family, a ‘dynasty’ of asylum proprietors. Their first property was 
Laverstock House which stood in grounds now occupied by Laverstock Park West. 
The House is known to have received patients at some time after 1754. It was 
bought by William Finch (the elder) in 1779. His son, William the younger, opened 
a second asylum at Fisherton House in 1813.  
 
This was a time of much change in Salisbury. The first half of the nineteenth centu-
ry saw the decline of traditional industries (wool, gunsmiths, bell foundries), the 
coming of the railways (1847-59), and a steep rise in the population, resulting in 
overcrowding and huge problems with the drains. In a cholera outbreak in 1849, 
1,300 cases were received at the Infirmary, and 200 people died. There was an-
other outbreak in 1850.  
 
It is probable that the Finches ran Laverstock largely for private patients (placed 
there, and paid for, by family and friends). Fisherton House also took private pa-
tients, but it seems to have been used more for paupers (whose costs were met by 
the overseers of the so-called ‘deserving poor’), and the criminally insane (costs 
borne by central government). As an example of the work of the Finches Tom Ri-
dout cited an episode in 1807 when William Finch (the younger) arrived in Chipper 
Lane, in a post chaise, on a Tuesday. Following forced entry into a house there, a 
Miss D Bower was manacled and taken away to Laverstock. The young lady was 
kept there until the following Friday. She was searched by Mrs Finch, and £990 
was found on her person, which was passed to the young lady’s sister.  
 
This was an era marked by concern about insanity. There was the madness of 
king George III. In 1812, the then prime minister, Spencer Perceval, was assassi-
nated in the House of Commons by a madman, John Bellingham (he refused to 
enter a plea of insanity and was duly hanged). Some 63 attempts were made on 
Queen Victoria’s life, and in only three cases were the police convinced that the 
would-be assassins were sane. Then there was the ‘Battle of Bossendon Wood’ in 
Kent, in 1838, when troops dealt with a small group of desperate agricultural la-
bourers led by a deluded former maltster, released from an asylum in Kent only the 
year before.  
 
Another member of the Finch dynasty was Charles (1782-1851), second son of the 
elder William. He lived at Fisherton House, was a Salisbury magistrate, and a 
churchwarden at the parish church of St Clement’s (since replaced by St Paul’s). It 
is possible that Charles Finch, as a magistrate, sometimes referred insane pau-
pers to his own asylum. He was, none the less, a well-respected man, and when 
he was elected mayor of Salisbury in 1836, the city bells were rung in celebration.  
William Finch the younger (1776-1848) is buried in St Andrew’s churchyard. The 
Finch family sold Laverstock House in 1854, though it continued as an asylum until 
1955. 
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Local resident and past Parish Council Chairman, Tony Markham .... 

.... was recently invited to attend a lunch at the officers’ mess at Middle Wallop 
which  his colleagues from  the Army Air Corps had arranged for him, to mark 
the 50th anniversary of ‘When he did a good thing”.  

On the day Tony, with his wife Jean and daughter San-
dra), were collected by car but instead of heading to 
Middle Wallop, the car simply took them to the Laver-
stock & Ford Sports Club ground. There was a sound in 
the distance and his friend said “Do you recognise that 
Tony?”  “Scout” says Tony.  It was a Scout helicopter. 
This is what Tony flew in Borneo in the mid-sixties. 

He was flown via the Scout, to Middle Wallop and wel-
comed by his pals and officers from his days there, plus  
a couple who owe him their lives due to the event they 
know as ‘Padawan Day’.  It was 4th July 1965.  Sgt Tony 
had four officers in his helicopter flying over the jungle 
(200 foot trees).  The engine cut out!  Normally…that’s 
it.   

Tony put the helicopter in to auto-rotation, whilst 
searching for something better than primary jungle, 
which would have been death.  He was radioing in 
the position and what was happening at the same 
time.  He saw a ‘lesser’ area, the only one for miles 
and guided the helicopter there. It was still all trees 
but just not 200 feet in the air. It would still have 
meant probable death.  As he reached the trees, To-
ny decided the best chance was to land tail first to 
take the impact, and find a gap.  He stood the heli-
copter nose-up and down it came through the 
trees.  The rota blades chewed through everything 
and all ended up on the same side mangled.  When 
it hit the deck, the tail crumpled as Tony had hoped 
and softened the impact.  Then it flipped forward 

onto its runners.  All survived.  One of the young officers hurt his back.   

Tony got them out and then ordered them to stop firing the flares (which they 
were going to do) and instead, clear an area for the rescue copter.  He said  “I 
made them a cup of tea while they worked – they were in shock”. 

 One of the four is now dead.  One could not get there.  Two did attend and one 
of them was the young lieutenant  who hurt his back, he progressed to become 
Lt Gen Sir Michael Willcocks and held the post of Black Rod in The Palace of 
Westminster!   He had flown in from Cyprus especially to mark  the anniver-
sary.  

Tony in the 60s 



Keeping our Parish Boundary Intact – latest  

No new detail has been received from Wiltshire Council.  However, when the Cab-
inet member responsible reported to WC Full Council in February, he advised that 
local consultation and wherever possible, local wishes would be honoured, whilst 
at the same time, sorting anomalies.   

With that in mind, Salisbury wants our entire parish (mainly for the money we 
would bring them) and we, in turn want to restore our boundary at St Mark’s Path 
at Bishopdown.  We have also suggested that if the area of Hampton Park and 
Bishopdown Farm (and the new extension to Hampton Park) is viewed as an 
anomaly, then we would also welcome the 300 Bishopdown Farm dwellings back 
into our parish to join the other eventual 1000 homes at Hampton Park.   

There will be consultation and this may be a letter from WC or just information in 
the press and a public meeting.  Laverstock & Ford Parish Council will keep all resi-
dents informed, via our website, newsletter (depending on timing) and perhaps, 
by more personal approaches to those directly involved.  

Whilst there are many reasons to remain separate to Salisbury (the least of which 
is that we pay £12.88 at Band D council tax and Salisbury £105), another reason 
was highlighted recently over Old Sarum Airfield.  Salisbury planning committee 
were sucked in by the developers glossy presentation and voted to support the 
480 homes and ruin the Conservation Area and despite a large attendance at their 
Full Parish Council meeting, they refused to change the recommendation – with 
their political allegiance coming to the fore and all the ‘Conservative’ cllrs voting 
against the motion to ‘have another look’.   

By contrast, L&F Parish voted unanimously to try and protect the Conservation 
Area and WW1 Unique Historical Airfield as it approaches its centenary in 
2017.  We also held a separate public meeting to ensure we captured all 
views.  We are non political – we just represent the interests of our residents and 
our parish! 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Our website, www.laverstock-ford.co.uk,  now has a ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ 

page which we’ll be adding to over time.  It covers such questions as ’When are my bins 

emptied?’, ’Where can I book village halls, community centres?’, ‘What are the local 

bus times?’, ‘When do Park & Ride buses run?’, ‘Where do I find mobile library visits to 

my location?’, How much of my council tax goes to the Parish’?. 
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What has happened to the Hampton Park Country Park? A good question.  

There have been a variety of reasons for the delay in the start of construction of the 
Country Park. The latest of these has been caused by the dumping of spoil from 
the development area (earth/chalk removed from land destined for new housing, 
excavation of Swales etc) for which there is no planning permission.  

In 2013, Environment Partners, on behalf of the Parish Council, sought the views of 
Parish residents as to what facilities they would like to see in a rural and natural-
looking Country Park. A design based on these views was put together and was 
agreed by all parties (Parish Council, Wiltshire Council and Barratt) during the sum-
mer of 2014. However, the Parish Council became aware in the autumn of 2014 of 
spoil being dumped in the area set aside for the Country Park. Wiltshire Council 
became involved and a site visit was organised in January of this year at which the 
extent and impact of this disastrous action was plain to see.  

Prior to the site visit some existing residents, with properties adjoining the designat-
ed area, had been subjected to flooding caused by the action of moving the spoil. It 
was clear from the visit that the design for the Country Park, which had been 
agreed in 2014, was no longer viable. Further dumping was halted at this point. It 
was apparent that Wiltshire Council did not consider it feasible to insist on the re-
moval of this spoil. Moreover, Barratt indicated that there was a further amount of 
spoil - which they could not specify at that time - they would wish to spread over 
the same area. 

It was agreed  that Barratt would confirm the total amount of spoil they wish to de-
posit on site, produce plans to soften the effect of the spoil which would still permit 
the type of Country Park the Parish Council required and submit a new planning 
application. Plans were eventually provided to the Parish Council and Environment 
Partners in June of this year and  a modified design for the Country Park worked. 
This was discussed with the Parish Council and the outcome of the meeting made 
known to Wiltshire Council and Barratt.  

The Barratt plan overall is to distribute 92,000mᶾ of spoil on the designated ar-
ea!  The Parish Council felt that most of this could be accommodated within the 
modified design for the Country Park. However, the spoil in one relatively small 
area was considered unacceptable and the Parish Council is looking to get the 
spoil here removed - the amount of spoil amounts to only 12.5% of the total spoil 
either already dumped or planned to be dumped by Barratt. The Parish Council is 
now looking to hold a meeting with Wiltshire Council and Barratt before the end of 
August to resolve this matter. 



Hampton Park New Junior School 

It is very regrettable that the work on the new school at Hampton Park, which 
will form part of Greentrees Primary School, has been delayed as indicated be-
low. It is understood that a contributory factor in the delay has been issues as-
sociated with landform profiling in the vicinity of the school.  

Response from Wiltshire Council: 

“As you will be aware the works on the Hampton Park  (new Junior site) site 
were delayed. Currently work is on schedule to complete the new building late 
in the autumn and will be operational from January 2016. 

From Sept 2015 the school will be a 2FE (420 place) school  with temporary 
arrangements in place from Sept – Dec. Temporary accommodation has been 
placed on the existing school site to accommodate the additional children allo-
cated places in Sept 2015. The school has admitted up to its Planned Admis-
sion Number (PAN) in Reception from  September 2015 – 60 children.  

In January 2016, the Junior site will open and Greentrees Primary School will 
then operate across the two sites – with infants on the existing site and juniors 
located on the new site.  Information on catchment and admissions will be 
available on the Councils website wef 1 Sept. “          

Building work as at early August 2015 



Laverstock & Ford Parish Newsletter       21 





Laverstock & Ford Parish Newsletter       23 





Laverstock & Ford Parish Newsletter       25 

Focus on the Pavilion Hampton Park 

 

The parish is proud to have  a commu-
nity meeting place in each of its three 
areas of population, Laverstock & Ford 
Village Hall, Old Sarum Community 
Centre and the Pavilion at Hampton 
Park.  Each is run by its own volunteer 
management committee  and provides 
the location for clubs, societies, fitness 
classes and pre-schools. 
 
Focussing in this issue on the Pavilion at Hampton Park, we have an up-to-
date, purpose built building with a main hall, office, kitchen, changing 
room, showers and its own parking area.  Set in the wide- open green space 
at Ash Crescent in Hampton Park, the setting can’t be bettered. 

It currently hosts  regular  sessions of Brownies, Wutan Kung Fu, Boxer-
cise,  Pilates, Martial Arts in addition to a pre-school and one-off bookings 
for children's birthday parties and similar events. Bookings can be made on
-line at the website, where you can use the contact form if you wish to dis-
cuss a booking. 

From January 2016 the pre-school is moving to Greentrees Primary 
School  which will increase regular daytime availability, so new  weekday 
daytime user groups would be welcome to fill these gaps. The main hall is 
suitable for many types of sport such as short mat bowling  and exercise 
groups. The main hall is marked out for badminton and basketball. The 
committee are open to discussions regarding them funding equipment for 
new, regular user groups  

The pavilion is expecting busy times ahead with a significant amount of 
funding for improvements from the developer of Riverdown Park. A deci-
sion has not yet been made as to how these funds will be spent. The cur-
rent trustees are also keen to get more  local people involved either as trus-
tees or helpers.  If  supporting your community in this way appeals to you, 
contact Kevin Dickins on 07760437774  

The Main Hall                                           Foyer                                       Kitchen 



All weather footpath from Milford Mediaeval Bridge to Piggy Lane  

Wiltshire Councillor Ian McLennan advises the Newsletter that a recent bid for 
substantial funding from a Wiltshire Council central Highways projects budget, 
has been approved.  You will know that the current Right Of Way, cuts across the 
field and becomes unusable for long periods, owing to flooding and, for some, 
horses being present. 

This results in pedestrians having to negotiate the narrow, blind bend and also 
sometimes flooded Milford Mill Road. The human safety element of the scheme 
was recognised by the scrutinising panel.  

Owing to its location in a flood zone, Environment Agency construction standards 
have to be met and a licence granted. Owner agreement will be agreed with the 
final scheme and a R.O.W. diversion order is being advertised. 

Financial support from the Parish Council, Milford House Nursing Home and the 
WC Southern Area Board went a long way to help gain the central funds to com-
plete the task. 

Part of the new route will be a Boardwalk using a special reconstituted plastic 
boarding, for much longer life. A big thank you to all the partners. We look for-
ward to a safe pathway for all to Salisbury and to Southampton Road. 

Could you be a key-holder for the Pheasant 
Drive Play area in Old Sarum? 

We need someone to  assist  our existing 4 
key-holders by occasionally opening, (9am) 

or closing, (7pm) the play area. 
Please call our parish clerk on 01722  411847 

for details.  
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Churchwardens and their accounts  

At the July meeting of the History Group Bryan Evans gave a talk on churchwardens.  

The role of the churchwarden arose to meet two needs: the need to have someone to 

look after church property (communion vessels, robes, buildings), and the need of bishops 

to have eyes and ears in a parish, to keep them abreast of what was going on. Gradually 

the two roles came together. The earliest reference to churchwardens is in the records of 

the Council of London, 1127. 

It became the custom to choose wardens at Easter each year, at the ‘vestry’ meeting, a 

kind of local parliament. (The meetings were held in the church vestry.) It was only in 1964 

that a Churchwardens Measure ruled that no one could be made a churchwarden without 

their consent. Before this, in some parishes a person could be fined for refusing to take 

office. For example, at Morebath, Devon, in 1546 widow Eylon Norman paid four pounds 

in wax so that she might be excused from the wardenship. (There has never been any bar 

to women serving as wardens, and the first known reference to women churchwardens is 

from 1426/7.) 

Churchwardens were bound to inform the archdeacon of anything amiss or irregular in the 

parish – adultery, whoredom, drunkenness, swearing, ribaldry, usury, not taking commun-

ion at Easter, not attending church on Sundays. Wardens who failed to report erring pa-

rishioners were held guilty of perjury, and they might face excommunication. 

The churchwardens had to keep order in church. They might, for example, chastise disor-

derly boys. An important assistant to the wardens was the dog-whipper, who would re-

move unruly dogs with wooden tongs, gripping the offending beast by the neck. The war-

dens also had to visit the ale and beer houses during divine service to see that no alcohol 

was being sold, and to take the names of parishioners found there.  Wardens had to see 

that the church bells were rung only with good cause, such as for saints’ eves, for a coro-

nation or the birth of an heir apparent, for victories on land or sea, for the failure of the 

Gunpowder Plot. (The fee for bell ringers was one shilling, plus ale.) 

Tudor legislation placed more and more on the parishes: repair of roads and bridges, poor 

relief, upkeep of stocks and livestock pounds, pest control, the keeping of parish registers. 

Much of this work fell to the wardens. To keep down the costs of poor relief the wardens, 

armed with their staves, might seek to force marriage on a pregnant woman and the man 

she named as the father. These were popularly known as ‘knobstick weddings’ from the 

wardens’ staves. 

Problems of hunger and even famine led to legislation on vermin control from 1532, as 

Tudor governments sought to eliminate competition for scarce food supplies. Parishes 

were bidden to take up arms against various bird species (sparrows, crows, pigeons, and 

others), also foxes, hedgehogs, otters, moles, polecats and badgers. (Surprisingly rats were 

not on the ‘wanted list’. The town-dwelling black rat would have been unknown in the 

countryside, and the brown rat did not arrive until the 1720s.) Other duties of wardens 

included the baptism of foundling children, the burial of strangers, and making collections 

for maimed soldiers and prisoners.                                                        cont.... 



Churchwardens had to render a financial account of their stewardship at the annual ves-

try meeting. The oldest surviving accounts for Laverstock parish begin in 1687. These give 

us the names of churchwardens who served the parish long ago. One man, Daniell Gray, 

served from 1713-35. The wardens waged war on ‘vermin’, the most common victims 

being stoats, polecats, hedgehogs, and sparrows, with sometimes otters. In the earlier 

1700s there were many payments for ‘passengers’ – a penny for one, but only four pence 

for eleven. Can anyone suggest what these may have been? In 1700 Laverstock raised ten 

shillings and ten pence for the relief of Christian prisoners held by the ‘Emperor of Fez 

and Morocco’. In 1714, and again in 1727, the wardens paid one shilling to the bell ringers 

(plus ale, no doubt) for the coronations of George I and then George II. 

A footnote (and a warning): From the parish register of St Benedict Fink, London: ‘April 

23, was buried Mr Thomas Sharrow, Clothworker, late churchwarden of this parish, killed 

by an accidental fall in a vault, in London Wall, Amen Corner, by Paternoster Row, and 

was supposed had lain there eleven days and nights before anyone could tell where he 

was. Let all that read this take heed of drink.’  

OLD SARUM YOUTH CLUB NEEDS YOU … 
 

Do you enjoy working with young people? 
 

Do you have a skill that you could bring to the youth club? 
 

Are you sporty?   Are you creative? 
 

We need some more volunteers to help bring different skills to the         
sessions! 

 
Whether you are available:  

Once a week  
 Once a month   
Now and then 

 
The youth club needs more volunteers or it will not be able to run. 

 
The Old Sarum Youth Club Management Group is also looking for 

helpers, are you good at writing funding applications?                            
Being organised with finances? Have safeguarding experience?                              

Good at budgeting? 
 

If you could be part of the team please get in touch.  
 

oldsarumyouthclub@outlook.com    07775410523 
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Laverstock Gardening Club — Open Gardens 2015 

Despite the wet start to our special day, it turned out to be a very enjoyable and 

successful day for everyone. 

Thanks to the twelve dedicated gardening 

teams and the one hundred and thirty sev-

en visitors who came from a wide area to 

view our local gardens, we have been able 

to send a cheque for £900 to the Wiltshire Air Ambulance Charitable Trust.  

The amount of money is incredible but only made possible due to the kindness 

of our garden hosts, who had worked so hard to prepare their precious gardens 

for weeks before the big day, so that they looked their best for the visitors. 

The village hall looked most attractive with pretty flowers on the tables, the 

cream teas certainly got the “thumbs-up” and were quickly consumed, a really 

friendly atmosphere and good team-work helped make it a wonderful day. 

The plant stall did really well and looked attractive with well stocked tables and 

colourful bunting.  

I think that we, as a club, can feel very proud of our achievements on the day, 

and I want to say a personal “thank you” to all of those involved, it was team-

work at its very best. 

M Reardon (Chairman). 

Spire Reds Netball Club has expanded their training sessions and now has 

spaces available for the under 9s.   

If you are about to enter Year 3 or 4  and would like 
to find out if netball is for you, you are welcome to 
join us each Thursday at Chafyn Grove School from 
5pm to 6pm.   

Please contact us first at redsnetball@live.co.uk to  
arrange a welcome date or visit our website 

www.spirereds.com for further information about 
our club. We are sorry other sessions are currently full 
but older athletes are welcome to join our waiting list. 



LAST CREAM TEA SUNDAY  AT THE FARM FOR 2015 

Sunday 6th September                                                                       

3–5pm  Free Entry  & Free Parking  

 Bring the family for an afternoon of relaxation with  

delicious cream teas and music from local songsters.  

Lots to do for the  children with tractor/trailer rides,    

river dipping and farm animals. Farm shop open.                                                                                                        

River Bourne Community Farm Cow Lane Laverstock SP1 2SR 

Events at the farm 
Saturday 5th September  11am—4pm 

 
 
 
 

FREE ACTIVITIES!  
Giant Inflatables,  Children’s Soft Play Area, Prayer Barn, Live Music, Pup-

pet Show, Arts & Crafts Barn, Games & Competitions   
Also Tractor Rides, BBQ & Cream Teas (charges apply) 

HEDGEROW HERB WALK 
With Medical Herbalist Rachel Heathcote, BSC Phytotherapy, MNIMH  

(Salisbury Food Festival) 
Saturday 13 September  1 – 2.30pm 

This gentle walk will take you along some of the farm hedgerows and 
fields to discover a wealth of medicine growing right beneath our feet. 
Along the way you will learn about how to identify, harvest, prepare and 
use these plants for treating common ailments such as coughs, colds, up-
set tummy, wounds, injuries, burns, skin conditions, stress and much 
more.  
Cost £7 per person (places limited to 15). Book your place in advance via 
the farm office (cash or cheque only).   



Laverstock & Ford Parish Newsletter       31 

PEDAL FOLK (Travelling Folk Band) 
Thursday 17 September  7pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pedal Folk is a musical collective who power their tours solely by bike, car-
rying their instruments with them as they go. Over the last three years they 
have played arts centres, folk clubs, festivals pubs, record shops and house 
concerts delighting audiences with a range of songs and tunes that reflect 
their journeying nature and love of folk music.  
Last year they undertook their greatest challenge to date, crossing the 
South of England from London to the Quantock Hills in Somerset following 
the route taken by the pre-war poet and prose writer Edward Thomas in 
his book "In Pursuit of Spring".  
This September they hit the road as a five piece of guitar, violin, flute, uku-
lele and cello with multi layered harmony vocals from Bristol to Steep in 
Hampshire to perform at a special concert for the Edward Thomas Fellow-
ship. Expect rousing shanties, songs of the land and the people who live 
upon it, tunes that will lift your hearts and carry you homeward with a 
smile as well as the warmth of these friends and musicians who love to 
travel and perform together. 
Come and enjoy Pedal Folk in the barn at the farm – Bar and BBQ selling 
burgers and veggie sausages. £3 per ticket. Tickets available from the 
farm office.  
Farm Office: 01722 330667 
email: info@riverbournecommunityfarm.org.uk 
www.riverbournecommunityfarm.org.uk 

mailto:info@riverbournecommunityfarm.org.uk
http://www.riverbournecommunityfarm.org.uk


Organised Visits to the Community Farm 

One of the main reasons for the creation of the community farm was that of education. 

Even though we live so close to country-side, food production is carried out in such a 

way that the source of food is hidden from our youngsters.  

The farm has run a number of free guided 

tours since its inception, five years ago, to 

primary schools, pre-school groups, special 

needs groups, care homes, and cubs & 

brownies. Over 2,000 group visitors each 

year have enjoyed a two hour tour. 

 Earlier this summer we had a group of 60 

French teenagers on a whirlwind tour of 

Britain whose itinerary for the day was the 

Cathedral, the Community Farm and then 

Stonehenge, they had a great time! 

Tours can be tailored to the groups require-

ments, an example is covering egg produc-

tion from newly hatched chicks, through to 

hens laying, collecting the eggs then can-

dling and grading them  for packing to be 

sold in our shop. We occasionally include 

pancake making from the eggs which were 

collected. 

We also stress the ability for recycling, most of our buildings being created from recy-

cled telegraph poles and roofing materials. 

Casual visitors are also welcome, if the gates are open, you are wel-

come to walk around and see the animals. Follow the information 

signs and ensure that you make use of the hand washing facilities 

which are available. 

If you are part of a group who would like a tour, check with the 

office, details below, to see if we have slots left in our yearly alloca-

tion. 

Contact infor@riverbournecommunityfarm.org.uk or visit the web-

site, www.riverbournecommunityfarm.org.uk 

River Bourne Community Farm, Cow Lane, Laverstock, SP1 2SR    01722 330667 
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South Wiltshire Paths Group 
What are we all about? 
The project gives local communities the opportunity to have a key role in the improve-

ment of their local Public Footpaths. Developing community resilience and opportuni-

ties for everyone to get involved. So far we have installed over 60 kissing gates, resur-

faced a substantial amount of paths, had several vegetation clearance parties and made 

improvements to the waymarking across the area. We are currently working on several 

circular walks across the area, including Alderbury, Pitton and Downton. From these 

circular walks several active parish footpath groups have been created. We plan to con-

tinue increasing access to local footpaths with the help of volunteers from local commu-

nities. Within this we will set up circular walks within Parish’s to get each community 

involved, providing them with tools and the knowhow. This will improve access along 

key trails from which organised walks can be set up to increase community activity and 

to build connections with groups such as schools. By the end of the project the commu-

nities will be fully equipped to be able to keep their local paths in great shape.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
How can you help? 

Anyone can help us by becoming a volunteer whether you’ve got practical skills, office 

skills or just have a lot of local knowledge.  We need people for a wide range of tasks like 

installing kissing gates, putting up way marking, vegetation clearance, attending events 

and editing our website. If you are interested then please contact our Volunteer Coordi-

nator and add yourself to our Mailing list (See details below).                                              

Mailing system                                                                                                       

It’s very simple to add yourself to our mailing system just use the link below:          

http://eepurl.com/RVV7j  Once signed up you will receive information on up and 

coming events, work parties and updates on the projects progress.                                     

Volunteer Coordinator:  Abby Sullivan  email: ino@southwiltspathsgroup.co.uk   

Phone: 07845849947             

Before: Overgrown stile After: Vegetation cleared and new 

kissing gate installed  



A message from ASDA 
 

 
“We are pleased at the decision taken recently at the Wiltshire Council planning 
committee to approve our application for a store and petrol filling station on Lon-
don Road. 
 
“We have been a long time getting to this stage and the store that was approved 
has change considerably following our extensive consultation. We still have a few 
more hurdles to overcome as the application has been called in by the Secretary 
of State and we will know shortly if there any issues with the decision.  
 
“Following this we will be in a better position to outline our possible timescales 
for the new store going forward.” 

 

 

 

Fabulously sited beneath the cathedral's soaring spire, the Salisbury Contemporary 

Craft & Heritage Festival returns to showcase the best craftmakers in the UK, 

whilst at the same time providing a fun-filled day for all the family! 

Over 100 of the UK's top designer-makers will gather under marquee on the West 

Lawn of the grounds of Salisbury’s medieval Cathedral, selling exquisite handmade 

textiles, furniture, glassware, metalwork, jewelry, ceramics and more. There is also a 

lively programme of talks, tours, workshops and trails alongside the exhibitor mar-

quees, so visitors can explore the setting, try their hand at the demonstration and work-

shop stands (such as weaving, wood turning, stone etching) and buy from the best in 

their field.   

The Salisbury Contemporary Craft & Heritage Festival is returning for its second year 

on the weekend of 5th and 6th September and the organisers, Salisbury Rotary Club, are 

expecting over 5,000 visitors.  

Tickets cover the whole weekend and include all the workshops, tours, talks and trails 

– as well as access to the craft marquees. 

For more information or to purchase tickets in advance (which provides a fast track 

entry into the festival), please visit www.salisburycraftfestival.org.  
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LAVERSTOCK & FORD            

VILLAGE HALL                          

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE                             

SEEKS  LETTINGS SECRETARY 
Registered Number 1022283                         

The committee is seeking a Lettings 

Secretary to deal with the bookings 

and charges for hiring the hall. 

The hall is a charitable institution and 

we are looking for someone to per-

form the job on a voluntary basis. 

This post is required as soon as             

possible and training will be given. 

For more details phone the secretary 

on 017722 336400  or the treasurer on 

01722 325160 

Laverstock Evergreen 
Club 

Charity Number 1027430 

are holding a 

Jumble Sale 

On Saturday 24th October 

In Laverstock Village Hall 

At 2.00 pm 

Refreshments will be           
available 

This event is open to all, for 
more information contact        
Jill Kay on 01722 323407 

The new 20mph speed limit zone at 

Sycamore Drive, Hampton Park 



Local Services & Advertisers  

This section is provided for advertisers who have supported our Parish Newsletter.                                            
The inclusion of any firm or service does not imply a recommendation by the Parish Council.                   

Garden & Landscaping  

Rolling Stones Landscaping 01980 590823 or 07977 173096   rolling.s@hotmail.co.uk 

Beaver Fencing Services 01722 329173   or   07815 626742 philip.brixey@mail.com 

Bourne Gardening Call Dave on 01722 334151 or 07925 100404 

M Bacon Garden Designs   01722 329163 or 07821 340923 baconmi.15@virgin.ne  

M H Garden Works   07818 800 706  matthew_howland@hotmail.com  

Electrical  

CFS Electrical  01722 335442 07780 610366  short.clint@gmail.com  

Heating & Plumbing  

MAX Pressure  Tim Knight 01722 341465 Emergency No 07766 142041  

English Plumbing Co. 01722 330953 or 07988 823512 info@englishplumbingco.co.uk 

Salisbury Stoves & Wood burners 01722500415 or 07514 555772 sr-heatservices@hotmail.co.uk 

S B Plumbing Services 0777 0502522 or 01722 331697 

Alexandra Heating Services  01722 417873 sales@ahs-heating.co.uk www.ahs-heating.co.uk  

Right Choice Maintenance  01722 398316    www.rightchoicemaintenance.co.uk 

Kitchen & Bathrooms  

Dave Cannell Complete Service 07879 490953 or 01722 331616  

P2 Bathrooms  07920 272519 or 07463 780938 jerry.peck@p2plumbing.co.uk  

RJ Carpentry & Building Services  01722 411643 07979 327313 rjcarpentry1@yahoo.com  

Mike Chambers Joinery 01980 610651 07763803508  www.mikechambersjoinery.co.uk 

Accountancy & Finance  

Rachel White Accountancy Services  01722 410886 or 07946 108871  rachel@rachelwhite.co.uk 

Health & Beauty  

Spire Mobile Foot Care Liz Woodall BSc (Hons) SAC Dip FHP  01722 335407 

Exercise Movement & Dance Sheelagh on 01722 324202  pmsemails@aol.com 

Tranquility Beauty Therapy 01722 504576 or 07790 731468 www.tranquility-beauty.co.uk 

Now Physio  22 Milford St Salisbury 01722 238830 or 07501 868185  

A Touch of Tranquility  01722 421828 lynne@betranquil.co.uk  www.betranquil.co.uk  

Mulepackers Line Dancing  Mike on 01722 717800 or 01722 340054 

Riverside Hypnotherapy     Mel on 01722 340054 or 07946 733605 

Painters & Decorators  

Paul Tidmarsh  0800 002 9722     paul@paultidmarsh.com 

Charles Lees 01722 322744  

Home Services  

The Maid Brigade  01722 506564 or 07525 056522 themaidbrigade@live.com  

House Sales & Lettings  

Hardings Sales and Lettings  01722 440 999   Info@hardingsestates.co.uk 
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LOCAL CHURCHES INFORMATION 
Several churches are listed as the civil boundary overlaps the church boundaries 

St Andrew’s, Laverstock: 

10 am Sunday, Holy Communion with ‘God’s Bunch’ (Sunday School).  (NB: No ‘God’s Bunch’ on first 
Sunday of the month). 4pm on first Sunday of the month is the ‘St Andrews 2’ (family) service in St 
Andrew’s  School hall (A time of worship, with food, singing, craft, Bible stories and prayer). 9.30 am 
Wednesday, Holy Communion for both churches (St Andrew’s and St Mark’s).  Churchwardens: Sue 
Gallagher (01722 332619), Mary Terry (01722 349886). For more details of services or for any other 
information contact the Church Office on 01722 340368  or visit www.stmarksandstandrews.org.uk    

 

St Mark’s, London Road:                                                                                                                            
10:30am Sunday    1st Together @ 10 (9am HC followed by informal family service)  2nd Holy Com-
munion:   3rd Morning Worship:   4th and 5th  Holy Communion    

Various groups for children and youth spanning crèche to teenagers on  2nd – 5th Sun in term time 

6.00 pm  Sunday  1st  No evening service   : 2nd Evening Worship:   3rd Holy Communion: 4th  Even-
ing Worship:  5th  No evening service  

9 am     Mon, Tue, Thu and Fri Morning Prayer  7 pm     Mon Weekly Parish Prayer Meeting for 
both churches  

Vicar, (St Andrews & St. Marks) Rev Jim Findlay Assoc Priests,  Rev Jill Offer  and Rev Diane Roberts 

For more details of services or for any other information contact the Church Office on 01722 340368  
or visit www.stmarksandstandrews.org.uk    

 

St. Michael and All Angels,  Winterbourne Earls : 

Sunday service at 11.00am      Team  Service (5th Sunday in month),   

Wednesday Holy Communion  9.30am  

Team  Vicar: Rev. Peter Ostli-East (01980 611350)  ostlieast@gmail.com 

Associate Priest Rev David Coates (01722 325944) Bourne Valley Team 

Associate Priest Revd. Penny Joyce (07808 181885) email: pennyoldsarum@gmail.com  

Rev Wendy Pugh (part-time) (01722 501443)                                                                                                  
Churchwarden: Mrs Becky Baker (01980 611343    Website: www.stmichaelswebsite.org.uk 

Salisbury Vineyard Church : meets every Sunday, 10.30am at Godolphin School— Real coffee, 
friendly people, real God and uplifting atmosphere. Details:: 01722 340166 or vis-
it  www.salisburyvineyard.co.uk 
 
The Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham  at Holy Redeemer, Bishopdown 
Mass 11am every Sunday, Wednesday 6.30pm. Evensong 6pm (2nd Sunday of month)  
Fr Keith Robinson (01722 504807)  frkeithssm@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Most Holy Redeemer Fotherby Crescent, Bishopdown SP1 3EG. Saturdays 6pm, Wednesday 10am 
Canon Michael Fitzpatrick.  For more information ring 01722 333581 or email 
office@salisburycatholics.org. Website: www.salisburycatholics.org 
 
Salisbury United Reformed Church welcomes you. Minister: Rev. Tom Grant ( tel. 01722 411379 )                     
Services at Fisherton Street, Sundays 10.30am. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Old Sarum       Sunday 10am worship                                                        
Wednesday 7:30pm Youth Club                                                                                                                       

mailto:pennyre.joyce@btinternet.com




Laverstock & Ford Parish Newsletter       39 

Contacts around the Parish  
Clubs, Groups, Organisations, Venues and amenities 

Air Cadets (Old Sarum)   320634 

Army Cadets (Old Sarum) Adam Reavill 07940 984886  

Bishopdown Farm Pre-School Elaine Watkins  01722 411471  

Laverstock Explorer Scouts   David Waspe  01722 421287 

Laverstock Art Club John Gustard  326237 

Laverstock Brownies Pauline Giles  01725 519216 

Laverstock Cubs Kate Knight  01980 622495 

Deliveries: PARISH NEWSLETTER Parish Clerk  411847 

Evergreen Club Sandy Small  711129 

Flora Mundi Mrs D Stevens 335770 

Laverstock Gardening Club Mrs Moya Hill  328544 

Greentrees Primary - Head Mrs Jan Bennett 340596 

Cricket Club Mr Martyn Nokes 01980 611494 

Hampton Park Pavilion  Hamptonparkpavillion@gmail.com   

Milford Preservation Group Alan Hotchkiss        326027  

Laverstock History/Archaeology Bryan Evans 320129 

Laverstock Ladies Open Group Iverene Hopkins  500643  

Laverstock Beaver Scouts Jane Waspe 421287 

Laverstock Scouts Alistair Riggs 07561 441116 

Laverstock  & Ford Sports Club   327401 

Laverstock WI Thelma Green 320179 

Line Dancing (Mulepackers):   Mike Sainsbury    717800/340054 

Mothers’ Union Afternoon Group Heather Ludlow  01980 862758  

Old Sarum Primary School—Head Mr John Jones                                        410677 

Old Sarum Aviation Museum  @BDACATOldSarum 323636 

Old Sarum Community Centre Penny Joyce 07503 065511  

Old Sarum Community Enabler Penny Joyce       329693 

Old Sarum Beaver, Cub & Scouts Scouts oldsarumscouts@outlook.com   

mailto:oldsarumscouts@outlook.com


River Bourne Community Farm Jane Wilkinson 330667 

River Bourne Community Farm Shop  322227 

St. Andrews - Head Karen Walker 503590 

St. Andrews - FRIENDS -  Chair Mrs Ang Vincent 07768 199768 

St. Andrews Toddlers - Chair Sallyanne Sheppard 07540 735740 

St. Edmunds  - Head Miss Sarah Busby 328565 

St. Edmunds - FRIENDS Kate Fry (Secretary) via 328565 

St .Josephs -   Head Mrs R Ridley  335380 

St. Josephs - FRIENDS C/O School 335380  

Salisbury Medical Practice Sharon Burgess 334402 

Sarum Bridge Club sarumbridge@gmail.com  

TA Centre—Old Sarum Capt. Dave Oliver  438300  

TAI CHI Jo Domin 01722 322446 

The Duck Inn Becki and Tim 327678 

Village Hall  Secretary (L/stock &Ford) Chris Curtis  336400 

Wyvern College Head Paul German 500700 

Wyvern - FRIENDS Mrs Joanna Charlton     331245  

V E N U E S  A R O U N D  T H E  P A R I S H 

Laverstock and Ford Village Hall 
Now only available for hire on Monday daytime during the week.   Casual hire available at week-

ends.  Contact Frank Lambert, Treasurer   Tel. 01722 325160 

Old Sarum Community Centre 

Brand new Large spacious hall seating  80 + people. Small hall which can be divided into two 

by a partition,  catering for thirty people each side or 60 when opened fully.   Commercial 
kitchen and facilities suitable for parties, wedding receptions and training. Wi Fi throughout 

the building.   Email     oldsarumcommunitycentre@gmail.com   or download a booking form 
from the website  oldsarumcommunitycentre.vpweb.co.uk   The Community Office will be 

open on Mondays 10-12.  Interim bookings co-ordinator  Penny 07503 065511 . 

The Pavilion, Hampton Park                                                                                                        
The Pavilion is located on Ash Crescent at Hampton Park. It offers excellent facilities for both in-
door and outdoor sport, as well as a meeting place for a variety of groups and  organisations. For 
the latest info on availability and to hire  the Pavilion for a party or meeting, please check the web-
site:   www.hamptonparkpavilion.co.uk or email hamptonparkpavilion@gmail.com 

http://www.hamptonparkpavilion.co.uk/
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WILTSHIRE COUNCIL HELPLINES 
To report road, lighting defects and road hazards    0300 456 0105 

Emergency (Out of hours)                                             0300 456 0100  

Rubbish and recycling                                               0300 456 0102  

Council tax                                                                     0300 456 0109  

Housing                                                                     01722 434773   

Planning                                                                   01722 434541    

Building Control                                                      01722 434519  

Pest control, noise and pollution                                   01722 434319  

General enquiries and switchboard                     0300 456 0100   

 

FLOOD LINE                                                                0845 988 1188 

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY  Emergency Helpline  0800  807 060 

 

Southern Wiltshire Community Area Manager                                                       

Karen Linaker        karen.linaker@wiltshire.gov.uk                       01722 434697      

Salisbury  Community Area Manager                                                                       

Tom Bray                tom.bray@wiltshire.gov.uk                             01722 434252  

NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM:  

Community Policing (non-emergency) 

Phone 101 

For Laverstock & Ford  PC 1594 Henry Clissold, and PCSO 3970 Guy Hamel  

For Bishopdown Farm (including Hampton Park) PC 0544 Simon Davies and   

PCSO 6314 Nicola Clark    email southernwiltsnpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk   

    Laverstock & Ford Parish Newsletter:  
    email: editor@laverstock-ford.co.uk     

Copy deadline for next issue (154) Nov/Dec : 1st October  

The editor reserves the right to edit articles for content and length. 

    Laverstock & Ford Parish Website:    www.laverstock-ford.co.uk 

    email: webmaster@laverstock-ford.co.uk  

If you are a member of a local club or organisation, or have an unu-

sual hobby which you think would interest your fellow residents, 

write a short article about it for possible inclusion in a future Parish 

Newsletter. You can include pictures which support the article.  A 

full page is a round 400 words. Email these to: editor@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

mailto:southernwiltsnpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk


PARISH  D i a r y  D a t e s  for events in Sep/Oct 2015 

September    

                                                                                                                                          
Wed 2nd   Laverstock Evergreen Club 2.30pm Laverstock & Ford Village Hall  

Sat 5th  Churches Together Big Farm Day Out Free event at the Community Farm 11-4pm 

Sun 6th River Bourne Community Farm Cream Tea Sunday 3-5pm 

Mon 13th  Laverstock Ladies Open Group  7.45pm at the Village Hall 
 

Thu 17th  Pedal Folk (Travelling Folk Band)  Community Farm at 7pm Tickets £3 from farm 
 

Mon 21st Laverstock  & District Evening  W.I.  Laverstock Village Hall 7.45pm  

Mon 21st Parish Council Meeting  River Bourne Community Farm Laverstock 7pm 

Wed 23nd Mothers’ Union Afternoon Group, Curtis Room, St Andrew’s Church, 2.15pm 

Mon 28th  Laverstock Gardening Club  Laverstock Village Hall, 7.30pm 

 

October 

Thu 1st Southern Wiltshire Area Board Downton memorial Hall 6:30pm for 7pm start 

Wed  7th  Laverstock Evergreen Club at 2.30pm in Laverstock  & Ford Village Hall 

Thu 8th Salisbury Area Board South Wilts Grammar School 6:30pm for 7pm start 

Mon 12th  Laverstock Ladies Open Group  7.45pm at the Village Hall 
 

Mon 19th  Parish Council Meeting  Old Sarum Community Centre 7pm 

Mon 19th Laverstock  & District Evening  W.I.  Laverstock Village Hall 7.45pm 

Sat  24th Evergreen Club Jumble Sale 2pm at Laverstock & Ford Village Hall   

Mon 26h Laverstock Gardening Club  Laverstock Village Hall, 7.30pm     

Wed 28th Laverstock District Evening W.I. Apple Pie Morning 10:30am-12 noon  Village Hall  

Wed 28nd Mothers’ Union Afternoon Group, Curtis Room, St Andrew’s Church, 2.15pm 

 

 Make sure your November/December events appear in the Parish Newsletter                                                                       

E-mail full details to: editor@laverstock-ford.co.uk 
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