
 

Old Sarum Airfield Statement 

Laverstock and Ford Parish Council 

 The airfield is NOT a strategic site and is in the core strategy as potential development only. 

The core strategy does not include any numbers for houses on this site. With development 

on Hampton Park and potentially on Longhedge, housing numbers in this Parish do not need 

to be added to. There is no need for any development on this site. 

 It was first included in the core strategy without a consultation of the residents of Ford or 

Old Sarum. It was then removed at a full Council meeting for the very reason that ‘No 

consultation had taken place’ When the document went to Examination in Public, the 

Inspector re-inserted it as there was insufficient planning reason to remove it. In other 

words, Wilshire Council did not submit a sufficiently strong case for its exclusion and it 

therefore remains in the core strategy. However, as part of the representations by your 

Wiltshire Councillor Ian McLennan, the following amendment has been included in the core 

strategy 

The Master Plan (for the development) will be developed in partnership with the local 

community, local authority and the developer prior to any application being considered  

Included in Core Policy 9 is the following statement:- 

To seek a long-term solution to the problems affecting the airfield, the Council 

Have engaged in multiparty discussions, including with the sites owners, to try and 

Identify steps for the areas restoration and regeneration. The Council accept that 

To achieve these aims there needs to be an incentive for the landowner. In 

Accordance with RSS paragraph 7.2.14, this Strategy will allow sympathetic new 

Development on the airfield perimeter, including high quality residential use, where 

It can be fully demonstrated that it will deliver the outcomes identified in the 

Following policy. 

Core Policy 9 - Old Sarum Airfield  

New development will only be permitted on Old Sarum Airfield if it delivers the following: 

• A long-term proactive strategy for the enhancement of the Conservation Area including 

Management plan and public access and visitor/interpretive material on its historic 

Relevance; 

• A high quality strategic landscape improvement to mitigate impacts of existing intrusive 



Buildings, to soften impacts when viewed both from out of and into the Conservation Area 

And from Old Sarum Scheduled Ancient Monument; 

• The completion of a legal agreement (section 106) to agree reasonable controls over 

Flying activity in the interests of the amenity of local residents; 

• Submission, agreement and implementation of a development master plan, which delivers 

A high quality development that takes opportunities to enhance the historic environment 

And protects the amenity of existing residents; 

• Retains and safeguards flying activity from the airfield; 

• Provides community benefit for the Old Sarum residents 

 

 The important part of the policy is. 

New development will only be permitted on Old Sarum if it delivers the following: 

A long-term proactive strategy for the enhancement of the conservation area including a 

management plan and public access and visitor/interpretive material on its historic 

relevance. 

In addition it needs to be noted that the development 

Delivers a high quality development that takes opportunities to enhance the historic 

environment and protects the amenity of existing residents. 

Any build on the Ford side of the airfield will not protect the amenity of existing residents. 

 

Other considerations 

 

Conservation Area 

 The conservation area has changed since the last conservation plan was submitted (not 

approved by WC) and the enablers (house building) that were first envisaged, no longer 

apply.  The enablers were to solve problems on the airfield that no longer exist. 

Complaints are less than ten a year, confirmed by the Old Sarum flying committee. 

A museum is now in place and expanding and takes account of the visitor/interpretive 

material. 

Any development will ruin the conservation Area ingredients  

 

 Equinox  

This matter has been to court, who accepted the defence put forward by Equinox that they 

had implemented ‘Best Practicable means’ and has quashed the Abatement Notice. This in 

summary means that the Court is not requiring the company to take  additional steps or 

measures to abate or reduce to nuisance. WC clearly has a problem with Equinox (vibration 

and noise) and must take this into account when considering any further development. 

 

 

 



 

 The Parish Council believe that the Development of Conservation Area Management plan 

must take place first. We consider the current process wrong. The Parish Council would like 

to be part of an exercise which consults and uses technical expertise to define, agree and 

adopt a real and proper management plan. Only then, would any possible development, of 

any kind, be able to be considered, and not before. 

 

 Not everybody has received an invitation to the Public Consultation event although some 

residents received notification as late as 21st September. The meeting date being the 24th! 

 

 

 The only option is for no development on this site  

 


