
Old Sarum Airfield (OSAF) Ltd held a 2-day public consultation period, or as it was called 

formally an ‘Enquiry for Design’, back in September of last year where they publicised their 

intention to develop 3 areas on the Old Sarum Airfield. Following this, the Parish Council 

invited Wilshire Council Officers and English Heritage to meet Councillors and discuss the 

way forward for the development and its impact on the Old Sarum Airfield Conservation 

Area (CA) of which the Airfield forms the major part. 

 

A meeting was held on 8 January and was attended by four Parish Councillors (Champion, 

Law, Bussereau and Pryke). Wiltshire Council representatives at the meeting were a 

Planning Officer (Sarah Hughes) and a Conservation Officer (Andrew Minting). English 

Heritage was represented by David Stuart. Wiltshire Councillor Ian McLennan also attended. 

 

Councillor Champion opened the meeting by running through the timescales that had been 

provided at the wash-up for the 2-day consultation by ZeroC  (who had formed a 

partnership with OSAF Ltd). He pointed out that so far none of the milestones announced 

had been met. The following points arose during the meeting: 

 

 Wiltshire Council Officers had met with ZeroC in late November/early December and 

stated that the first step was to produce a Management Plan for the CA.  

 

 English Heritage felt that the Management Plan should present the requirements of 

the CA for many years to come with both short term and long term objectives. 

 

 Consultants engaged by OSAF Ltd were to produce the Management Plan for the CA; 

this was not unusual due to lack of resources in the public sector. It was noted that 

these were the same consultants that had produced an earlier Draft Conservation  

Management Plan in 2008 which the then Salisbury District Council had rejected it as 

unsatisfactory. English Heritage had also not been in favour of the Draft. 

 

 English Heritage advised that all other stakeholders should be allowed to contribute 

to the Management Plan. However, Wiltshire Council would need to give final 

approval for the document before adoption. The Draft Plan was expected shortly. 

 

 Wiltshire Council Officers and English Heritage would discuss the Draft Plan and give 

feedback to ZeroC prior to going to Public Consultation. 

 

 English Heritage had written to ZeroC after the September consultation to make it 

clear that the framework for the site must be in accordance with the Core Strategy 

for the area. The Management Plan must dictate the objectives for the CA. Any 

development should provide a means of meeting those objectives.  

 



 Wiltshire Council Officers reiterated the need for any development to meet the 

requirements of the Core Policy (see below). 

 

 English Heritage stated that National Planning Policy also dictated that anything 

other than enabling development would not be permitted if it harmed a CA. Some 

expansion of the flying associated infrastructure might be compatible within the 

Airfield, whereas new housing would be totally unacceptable. 

 

 It was pointed out that the original boundary of the Airfield was one of the main 

criteria for assessing the suitability of the Airfield for Conservation status. Should 

development take place in all the 3 areas currently earmarked, some 65% of the 

untouched Air Ministry/MoD boundary left post the 1980s industrial development 

would be altered significantly.  

 

 It was also highlighted that the landing field as a whole was important not just the 

current landing strip, which post-dates the military flying activity on the site.  

 

 There was discussion on the diverse ownership of the properties within the CA and 

the implications regarding any profit brought about by the development.  

 

 It was understood that OSAF Ltd were looking for development to support the 

repairs to the listed Hangar that they owned. However, the owners of the 2 other 

listed Hangars on the Airfield were already looking after them without any enablers. 

 

 English Heritage pointed out that there should be a business plan for the Airfield that 

defines what funds could be achieved from flying activities and other opportunities, 

alongside any enabling development, to achieve the objectives for the CA. Short-

term objectives might warrant a small enabling development, whereas the CA 

Management Plan should define  a revenue stream other than enabling 

development to meet longer term objectives.  

 

 Discussion took place on possible alternative scenarios for the Airfield should 

proposals for enabling development not succeed. 

 

 The Parish Council intended to write to ZeroC to ask for sight of the Draft 

Management Plan at the same time as it was provided to Wiltshire Council and 

English Heritage. 

 

 The Wiltshire Council Officers and English Heritage were asked if they would present 

their views on the Draft Plan to the Parish Council and Wiltshire Councillor 

McLennan prior to Public Consultation. 



 

The meeting concluded with English Heritage stating that the CA Management Plan should 

be a stand-alone document that is independent of any developer and can be applied to any 

future ownership or management scenario. 

 

Below is the relevant Core Policy from the South Wiltshire Core Strategy document: 

 

Core Policy 9 – Old Sarum Airfield 

 

New development will only be permitted at Old Sarum Airfield if it delivers the following: 

 A long-term proactive strategy for the enhancement of the Conservation Area 

including management plan and public access and visitor/interpretive material on its 

historic relevance; 

 A high quality strategic landscape improvement to mitigate impacts of existing 

intrusive buildings, to soften impacts when viewed both from out of and into the 

Conservation Area and from Old Sarum Scheduled Ancient Monument; 

 The completion of a legal agreement (section 106) to agree reasonable controls over 

flying activity in the interests of the amenity of local residents; 

 Submission, agreement and implementation of a development master plan, which 

delivers a high quality development that takes opportunities to enhance the historic 

environment and protects the amenity of existing residents; 

 Retains and safeguards flying activity from the airfield; 

 Provides community benefit for the Old Sarum residents. 

 

Targets:  Agreement of a management plan for Old Sarum conservation area and 

enhancements to the area.  The retention of flying activity at the airfield with a reasonable 

degree of control in the interests of local amenity. 

 

   

 

 


