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The Parish Newsletter  is published six times a year for  the benefit of parish  residents. 
  However, articles  included do not  necessarily reflect the views of  the Parish Council. 

Advertisements for  any firm or service does not imply a recommendation by the Parish Council.                   

Welcome to issue number 177 

You may be aware that the Government has given communities powers to guide 
the future development of land within their local area over the next 15-20 years 
through the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan. The Parish Council has set up a 
Working Group, composed of local residents and Parish Councillors, with the aim 
of preparing a Plan for our Parish (which includes the communities of Laverstock, 
Ford, Bishopdown Farm, Hampton Park, Riverdown Park, Old Sarum and Long-
hedge). The Plan, when approved, will give greater influence over: 

 the scale and location of any housing development 

 the protection of key green spaces which residents value 

To become approved, the Plan and its associated policies for the use of land need 
to be consistent with the plans and policies of Central  and Local Government, in-
cluding any strategic allocation of housing  for the Parish, and we will also need to 
demonstrate that the Plan and policies are based upon, and supported by, the 
views of residents.   

The next (and by far the most important) part of the process of community en-

gagement is to gather views of as many residents as possible via a questionnaire 

which all households in the Parish are encouraged to complete. 

In addition to a few questions about yourself and your household, the question-
naire has 5 short sections, in which we ask for your views on: 

 The Parish setting and green spaces 

 Local community amenities 

 Movement (footpaths. cycle ways, traffic issues within the Parish) 

 The scale of future housing development within the Parish 

 Possible policies to be included in the Plan 

The Questionnaire is included with this issue. Please fill it in or complete 
the online version by September 30th to have your say on the future of 
your neighbourhood. 

Cover:  Map of the parish showing its semi-rural setting  
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NEWS IN BRIEF    

 Old Sarum Airfield  Planning Inspectorate APP/Y3940/W/17/3190561: Since 

the Planning Inspector refused planning permission to build 460 homes at 

Old Sarum Airfield, the owners have given notice to aircraft owners to va-

cate. This suggests the future of the airfield is at risk. See page 17. 

 The contract to refurbish the boardwalk in Laverstock Whitebridge  Spinney 

has been delayed to ensure that Water Voles are not disturbed. The PC has 

been obliged to seek advice from environmental  experts. See page 22.  

 The Boundary Review exercise being conducted by Local Government 

Boundary Commission has partially accepted L&FPC’s recommendations 

which were supported by Wiltshire Council and Salisbury City Council. A 

further brief consultation period has just closed before which the PC strong-

ly objected as one of the two divisions in which the Parish fell did not align 

with the Commission’s own criteria and the names proposed for both divi-

sions were not considered appropriate.  See article on page 16. 

 The Parish Council is negotiating a financial agreement with Salisbury City 

for access to  its new city cemetery. See page 27. 

 The new book entitled ‘Laverstock and Ford - Chapters from Local History’ is 

now available to purchase for £12 from various local outlets. It’s a good 

read full of information about your parish. See page 35 

 The Water Meadows Trust meets shortly to discuss a management plan for 

the development of this area in Laverstock. This will include the viability of 

restoring part of the meadows to demonstrate how they were used. 

 In the last edition of the Newsletter, Parish Pump appealed for residents 

who might wish to fill vacancies by becoming  parish councillors. Two resi-

dents have stepped forward recently but there are still more vacancies. Do 

apply to the Parish Clerk if you are interested. Applications to become a 

Councillor are generally uncontested so no formal election is required. 

 The Neighbourhood Planning team have included their questionnaire with 

this issue. Every household is invited to give their views about the future 

development of the Parish.  

 The Parish Council is presently considering the matter of extra Bus Shelters 

around the Parish. If you have some helpful suggestions about your favour-

ite bus stop please do contact the Parish Clerk. 



 

 

Report on Parish Council Meetings 

This report covers the meetings held on 17th June and 15th July 2019. The full 
minutes of these meetings can be viewed on the Parish Council page of our 
website at www.laverstock-ford.co.uk.  

The June meeting focused on the Annual Governance and Accountability Re-
turn, which the Council submits every year to verify that it is conducting its 
business in a correct and transparent manner. This had been preceded by a full 
day Internal Audit at the end of May. One comment of the Auditor was that 
Laverstock and Ford is an extraordinary Parish with a high level of financial re-
serves, commitments and capital expenditure but a low level of day-to-day ex-
penditure. Does that mean the Council is very efficient? 

The major project to rebuild the Whitebridge Boardwalk was revisited at both 
meetings. At a visit to the site with the appointed contractor it had become 
apparent that the newer section of the Boardwalk was also starting to deterio-
rate rapidly. It was therefore decided to also replace this section at an addition-
al cost of £20,000 funded from the Council’s Asset Replacement budget. A fur-
ther problem arose when the contractor applied for a licence from the Environ-
ment Agency to carry out the work. The EA reminded the contractor to deter-
mine if there were Water Voles present because they are a protected species. 
A subsequent survey revealed a healthy Water Vole population that has caused 
the whole project to be set back by several months. You can read more else-
where in this Newsletter. 

A Grant Application by Youth Action Wiltshire was discussed at the June 
meeting. The Council gave £200 to become a Corporate Friend of this charity 
for the second year. The Charity, which is run by Community First, helps with 
Youth Clubs, Young Carers and other activities for young people across Wilt-
shire. 

The Council also gave its support to a project to promote shared-use cycle and 
footpaths across the Parish linking Longhedge and Old Sarum to the Laverstock 
schools and to the City. The project was initiated by the Cycling Opportunities 
Group Salisbury (COGS), and aims to install sixty signposts to guide cyclists 
around the routes. Salisbury City Council has also supported the scheme. 

A controversial Planning Application was placed before the Council at the June 
meeting. This was the second attempt by the owner of The Barn, Cow Lane, 
Laverstock to gain prior approval for the change of use of an Agricultural Build-
ing to a Dwelling House. This could have been a permitted development under 
the Town and Country Planning Order 2015.  
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The Council voted to oppose this intrusive development on the water mead-
ows next to the Community Farm and is pleased that Wiltshire Council has 
since refused prior approval. 

Reports by the new Country Park Ranger were presented at both meetings. At 
the June meeting there were reports of a lot of clearing and preparation work, 
much of it being done by volunteers. This continued in July including an innova-
tive ‘Adopt-a-Pond’ project with residents volunteering to look after the infil-
tration basins. The first items of infrastructure are now appearing with safety 
barriers on the basins and a protective knee rail near the school. 

The transfer of public open space and play areas at Longhedge has now re-
sumed after a delay while the Open Space Maintenance contributions were 
renegotiated. The Clerk reported that the transfer of Hannah Way Play Area 
and the Community Open Space are both being progressed and Mannock Field 
Play Area is about to be opened for use. 

The Council discussed the Wiltshire Council Parish Emergency Assistance 
Scheme at the June meeting. The scheme provides assistance to Councils with 
equipment to combat and prepare for flooding, and also grit to assist residents 
with snow events. This is in addition to grit bins. The Clerk explained that dur-
ing the winter of 2018/19 it had proved difficult to collect the grit during a very 
short window imposed by Wiltshire Council. It had also been impossible to re-
cruit volunteers who were prepared to distribute the grit during a snow event. 
The Council decided not to participate in the Scheme for 2019/20. 

At the July meeting the Council co-opted Alex Tucker as a Councillor for the 
Ford, Old Sarum and Longhedge Ward of the Parish. This is the largest ward of 
the Parish with two new and expanding communities at Old Sarum and Long-
hedge. There are still three vacancies for this Ward and volunteers are urgently 
required to fill them. 

In early July the Local Government Boundary Commission for England had pro-
duced its third set of draft proposals for the Wiltshire Council wards that affect 
this Parish. These were much better than previous versions as they reversed 
plans to merge parts of Laverstock and Ford with parts of Salisbury City, a solu-
tion that was disliked by both Salisbury and Laverstock & Ford Councillors. The 
third draft has created a new Wiltshire Council ward that links the northern 
part of our parish with the Lower Bourne Valley. This again splits the Parish and 
might link the northern half to a different Area Board. The Council has again 
objected to these proposals.        continued….. 



 

 

We currently have over 80  volunteers 

who  between them deliver the 4,300 newsletters 

once every two months.                                                         

We need volunteers to deliver newsletters in      

Down View Road Laverstock and  Longhedge new 

houses. Can you help? 

Contact Barry at admin@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

Report on Parish Council Meetings continued… 

The full version of the report by the Council’s Internal Auditors was discussed 
and approved in July. The comments of the auditor were a reflection of the high 
level of funds held by the Council for development work. The report focused on 
the Council’s compliance with procurement regulations. 

A proposal for the Council to assist the City with the maintenance of their new 
Avenue Cemetery was discussed. This will probably result in preferred intern-
ment rates for residents of Laverstock and Ford. You can read more about this 
elsewhere in the Newsletter. 

Finally the Council agreed for the first time to spend an allocation of Communi-
ty Infrastructure Levy on a project within the Parish. Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL) is a charge that local authorities in England and Wales can put on new 
development in their area to raise funds to help deliver the infrastructure nec-
essary to support development. The Parish Council receives just 15% of this 
Levy. This will rise to 25% when the Neighbourhood Plan has been approved. 

In 2015 the Hampton Park Inn received permission to build a new accommoda-
tion Annex. This resulted in a CIL liability of £85,400 of which 15% or £12,810 
was shared between the parishes of Laverstock & Ford and Salisbury. This 
Council’s share was £9,660. 

The Council had earlier agreed to build a new tarmac path in Bishopdown to 
provide a safe route to the pedestrian entrance to Greentrees Junior School. 
The cost of this was £12,400 and it was supported by grants from Area Boards, 
Wiltshire Council Schools, the Friends of Greentrees School and the former Res-
idents’ Association. There was a deficit of £5,000 and this was paid from the 
Community Infrastructure Levy. The Council has another £18,500 of CIL funds 
looking for suitable projects.                                                                  AP                                                                                                      
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Old Sarum Airfield 

Planning Applications 

The following Planning Applications have been submitted in the Parish since 

June 11.    Italics after the application show the Parish Council response. 

Bold print shows a decision by Wiltshire Council. 

DECISIONS 

19/03806/FUL  

Single storey conservatory to rear elevation.11 St Lukes Close, Bishopdown. 

APPROVED 

19/03825/FUL Single storey rear extension. 25 Linden Close, Laverstock. 

APPROVED 

19/04284/FUL Single storey rear kitchen extension. 23 Bundy Lane, Bish-

opdown. APPROVED 

19/04515/ADV Advertisement consent, verge mounted V-shaped hoard-

ing. C B Skips, St Thomas Farm, Laverstock. APPROVED 

19/04955/TPO Work to TPO Trees. Group of Elm Trees – crown raise the 
canopy of all trees overhanging applicants garden to a height of 7 metres. 2 

St Albans Close, Bishopdown. APPROVED 

19/05238/PNCOU Prior notification on change of use of Agricultural 

Building to a Dwelling House (Class C3) and associated operational develop-

ment. The Barn, Cow Lane, Laverstock. PRIOR APPROVAL REFUSED 

19/05339/TPO Work to TPO Trees. T4 Sycamore and T5 Sycamore.10 

Green Lane, Ford APPROVED 

19/05560/TPO Work to TPO Trees. Pollard Lime Tree 1.5m below existing 

pruning points.16 Norton Drive, Ford APPROVED 

NEW APPLICATIONS 

19/06058/FUL Proposed single storey rear extension. 52 Saunders Ave., 

Bishopdown. NO OBJECTION 

19/05817/FUL Proposed new detached building, to house kitchen and 

dining area. (Alabare) The Portway, Old Sarum.NO COMMENT 

19/05623/FUL New windows to rear elevation. The Woodford Centre, 

Unit 3, Lysander Way, Old Sarum. NO COMMENT 



 

 

Laverstock &Ford Communities Neighbourhood Plan 

Starting from the first Newsletter of 2019 we have been focussing on each of the 

four communities which make up our parish. The first spotlighted Old Sarum and 

Longhedge, the second homed in on Hampton Park, Bishopdown Park /Riverdown 

Park while the third turned the spotlight on Ford. The July/August Newsletter pro-

vided information on the resident’s questionnaire rather than focus on our re-

maining community of Laverstock and Milford. However, this situation is set right 

in this edition.  

Spotlight on Laverstock and Milford 

Early beginnings, recent development and the future 

For most of its history, Laverstock 

has been essentially a small rural 

community.   At the time of the 

Domesday Book in 1086, it was a 

settlement of about 100 people. 

Even at the beginning of the 

twentieth century, the village 

consisted of no more than 300 

people, with two farms and with 

cottages clustered round the 

Green.  By this time, there were also several large houses, all since demolished.  

Of these, the largest and perhaps the most well-known was Laverstock House (on 

a site south of the original village centre and currently occupied by houses in La-

verstock Park), which from 1781 to 1953 was used for the care of the mentally ill.  

Although the period between the two World Wars saw some new housing devel-

opment, the expansion of the village really gathered pace during the 1960s and 

especially in the 1970s.   

By 1991, there were c1,000 dwellings and a resident population of c2,400 per-

sons. Over the last 30 years, there has been limited new housing, taking the popu-

lation to an estimated c2,600 persons  in 2016.  With its attractive semi-rural 

setting, extensive green spaces, proximity to Salisbury city centre and its contin-

ued sense of community, Laverstock has become a ’destination location’, to which 

people move and put down roots. 

The Green Laverstock 
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Reflecting this and in comparison with the rest of the parish (and England as a 

whole), the 2011 Census indicates that the community has much higher propor-

tions of residents aged 60 years or more (37%) and properties owned outright 

(52%); and a much lower proportion of persons aged under 19 (21%).  High levels 

of car availability (86% of households) and bus links to Salisbury city centre mean 

that residents are less dependent on local facilities.  

As in many such areas, traffic is an increasingly concerning issue for residents, es-

pecially due to housing development to the north of the city, increased numbers 

of school students being taken by car to the schools on Church Road, and rising 

numbers of road users travelling through Laverstock in order to avoid traffic de-

lays in and around the city centre.  Increased accident risks (due to speeding, dan-

gerous and inconsiderate parking), noise and air pollution are of ongoing concern.  

What of the future?  Given Wiltshire Council’s classification of Laverstock as a 

small village, under current policy further development would be restricted to 

infill (one or two houses only). However, in the light of Government commitments 

to expand house building over the longer term, Laverstock (like many communi-

ties close to Salisbury) may well face pressure for further residential development. 

The challenge will be to ensure that any development in and around Laverstock 

does not compromise those aspects of its character and setting which are valued 

by established residents and newcomers alike.  

The ancient landscape  

Some interesting facts below give a flavour of the ancient landscape of the area 

and how it supported the development of early settlements. 

River - The river Bourne and the surrounding geology made the area around pre-

sent day Laverstock (in old records Laverstoke) an ideal place for our ancestors to 

live, work and hunt. Settlements would always favour a river valley environment, 

as it provided natural flowing fresh water, food, transport and even when in flood, 

defence.  

Geology - The soil is predominantly flint and chalk and the remains of flint mining 

activity from the Neolithic period have been identified on Burroughs Hill together 

with traces of several barrows.  

Climate - There is evidence of these ancient people working with the seasons, 

Bronze Age and Iron Age settlements include roundhouses  with separate pens for 

animals and evidence of farming.  cont…... 



 

 

Spotlight on Laverstock and Milford continued…. 

Topography - On Cockey Down there 

are remains of Romano-British 

settlements and a cemetery, togeth-

er with extensive field systems, 

tracks and paths and a corn dryer 

was found on Laverstock Down. This 

high landscape was a large and im-

portant agricultural area, situated to 

give maximum access to the sun and maximum warning of a pending attack.  

Countryside - The lie of the land makes it  ideal for a settlement to develop as 

there were already tracks and paths, crossing the valley and linking to major long 

distance route ways. The Romans built large roads close to the area and tracks 

lead across the countryside to meet them. There are Indications that before the 

13th century probably some of these paths and cart tracks linked Laverstock to the 

ports of Southampton and Bristol. 

Industry - This landscape, the river and its geology gave rise to an important rural 

manufacturing industry. For about 200 years the potters of Laverstock provided 

some of the best quality jugs, pots and bowls for the kings of England. The many 

tracks allowed these ‘Laverstock Wares’ to move across the country and further 

afield.  For a time the river Bourne is known to have been much faster flowing 

and there were two mills close by, identified on the Andrews’ and Dury’s 1773 

map of Wiltshire as ‘Laverstoke Mill Manufactury‘ and the other near  Milford 

Bridge as a ‘Toking Mill’.  

This is an ideal example of how the early settlers understood and worked with the 

landscape. From these early times, they worked with the climate meaning that 

animal farming and agriculture was (and still is) predominant in the area. From 

the harnessing of the river water and use of the geology our forebears continued 

to flourish from the Neolithic period (and maybe before) to the present day. This 

indicates that the landscape surrounding Laverstock/Laverstoke, provided all that 

was needed to ensure that they prospered.             

Note: You will have seen elsewhere in this Newsletter references to the Resi-
dents’ Questionnaire (and of course a hard copy is included here). Please ensure 
that you either return the hard copy by 30 September or preferably complete 
the on-line version of the questionnaire by this date.                             KM / MH                                           

Cockey Down 
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News from New Sarum WI 

On a lovely summer evening on 3rd July, members 
met in the city centre, ready to see if we could unravel 
the quiz set for us! In groups we had to follow the 
clues, and we ended up at a hostelry in the square for 
a well earned drink. Those less able sat in the evening 
sunshine outside the hostelry,  and waited for us. For 
me, I was very glad to have a team who had the local knowledge of road 
names around the city, otherwise I might still be looking !!  

Still enjoying the good weather one of our members held a cream tea after-
noon in her garden. It was great, the scones delicious and we made £80 for 
our funds. Our August meeting was all about the Secret Garden, so secret I 
had no idea where it is, I am always learning! 

Our September meeting is a virtual tour of the spire of the Cathedral. Not 
having been up to the top, it should be very interesting , without all the 
steps! Members are looking forward to this talk. 

If you are interested in joining us, please look at our website 
www.newsarum.co.uk and join us at one of our meetings,  7.15 pm at the 
Old Sarum Community Centre on the first Wednesday of the month. 

Sheila Hart, Treasurer and Vice President.   sme.hart47@gmail.com 

Virginia McLennan Parish Improvement Fund  

This fund offers £500 annually for groups and individuals with a project 
which benefits their community. It could be a simple project just requiring 
equipment- or just a contribution to a larger project, where there would be 
a shortfall without it.  

The process is simple. Call or email Ian McLennan and pitch your project. 

01722 332233 IanMcLennan@btinternet.com  

Latest awards: Old Sarum Youth Club, to purchase resources £100. 

Alabare community kitchen and cafe project at Old Sarum £200.  



 

 

Traffic and Road News for the Parish 

We thought that road closures affecting the parish would have been over by 
now. Major work has been carried out already on the A345 from the roundabout 
at the end of The Portway and on past the Longhedge roundabout. In addition, 
Roman Road in Ford has been closed twice over the last few months for signifi-
cant repairs to the surface. However, as I write this we are aware there will be 
further closures in the coming week to replace the Cats Eyes on the A345 and 
seal the new surfaces on Roman Road plus repaint all the road markings. These 
should be completed by the time you read this. Will there be any more road clo-
sures to report in the next edition of the Newsletter? I hope not. 

Regrettably, there has been no progress at this time on a teaming arrangement 
with another parish to jointly own a Speed Indicator Device (SID). However, 
there is the intention to pursue this scheme further over the next few weeks. 

There has been some additional data provided by Wiltshire Council from the 
Speed Surveys (previously called Metrocounts) carried out on Pearce Way in 
Apr/May of this year. In addition, Wiltshire Council has introduced a new pro-
cess for resident raising highways issues. 

Speed Surveys on Pearce Way 

You will recall from the last Newsletter that these were at 3 locations: (1) west 
of Applin Road, (2) west of Hartley Way and (3) approaching the bus stop at Syc-
amore Drive end. The data received recently shows information for traffic pass-
ing in each direction for each location.

 

Intuitively speeds would be higher travelling from the London Road end and this 
is supported by the data. However, Wiltshire Council still concludes that only 
Location 1 (West of Applin Road) is eligible for action and that is Community 
Speed Watch (threshold 35.1mph). More information on this scheme can be 
found online on both the Wiltshire Council and Wiltshire Police websites. 

Loca-
tion 

Direction % of Traffic 
Exceeding 

30mph 

Average Speed 
(mph) 

85% Percentile 
(mph) 

1 West 52 30.55 35.8 

1 East 45.3 29.6 34.8 

2 West 40.3 29.0 33.8 

2 East 21.7 26.3 31.2 

3 West 3.0 22.4 26.2 

3 East 1.7 22.3 25.8 
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Wiltshire Council process for raising Highways issues 

Previously residents could raise issues directly online with the relevant Wiltshire 
Council Area Board. This has now changed. While the appropriate forms 
(Highways Improvement Request Form and Traffic Survey Request Form) are 
still available on line, these have to be sent first to the Parish Council as indicat-
ed at the bottom of each form. Each request will be considered by the Parish 
Council and, if supported, will be forwarded by the Parish Council to Wilshire 
Council. Please note that if a Highways Improvement Request is supported by 
the Parish Council and it results in costs associated with the implementation of 
a subsequent scheme, the Parish Council will be asked to make a contribution, 
typically 25% of the cost.                                                                                       VB 

Old Sarum Nursery 

You are all already aware that the nursery has been badly let down by Wiltshire 
Council, after working with them, Persimmon and Government to build our much 
needed nursery. Currently, we are over £50,000 out of pocket. Our complaint to 
Wiltshire Council is ongoing, without a response, after 8 weeks (at 1 August). 

The charity has taken the decision to maintain the extra room in the community 
centre, although we lose money. We are here for our community, so 2 year old chil-
dren are welcome. 

We also have limited space for 3 and 4 year old children, in our purpose-built room, 
within Old Sarum Primary school. If we reach capacity and there is sufficient extra 
demand, we are discussing with the school head, Mr Jones, if he has a spare class-
room, in the school, which we can use.  As reported, previously, he needs the class-
room we have been using. 

In case new parents, of Old Sarum and Longhedge are not aware,  we are your local 
community nursery school, (Ofsted Outstanding). We have an extensive, education 
enrichment programme. We don't just child mind! 

We are a charity and any surplus is re-invested for the children and staff. We hon-
our the Government 15 and 30 hour schemes, with extra hours benefitting from 
our very low rates.  

Please don't delay. Contact manager Angela Riley 07469 889547  

OldSarumNursery@gmail.com                                      Natalie Moss     Chairman                                              



 

 

ELECTORAL REVIEW OF WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 

In 2018 the Local Government Boundary Commission for England (the Commis-
sion) carried out an electoral review of Wiltshire Council (WC). This looked at the 
number of Wiltshire Councillors (WCllr) that should be on the council and decided 
that the council size for WC should be 98. In addition, it consulted on the bounda-
ries for the divisions (or wards if you prefer) for the 98 WCllrs. The criteria were 
that the divisions must align as closely as possible to an electorate size of 4291 
per division, reflect community identity and provide convenient and effective lo-
cal government.  (Note: this review will NOT EFFECT THE PARISH BOUNDARIES AS 
AGREED IN 2016). 

The Parish Council (PC) sent its response to the Commission in November 2018 
acknowledging that, with the size of the parish, there was a need for 2 WCllrs to 
represent the electorate within the parish (ie 2 WC divisions). However, it 
stressed that to meet the criteria it was essential that the neither of the divisions 
should have a joint electorate which included Salisbury City residents. In addition, 
both divisions should sit within a single WC Area Board and not in 2 different Area 
Boards which is currently the case. 

The initial recommendations from the Commission that followed were totally un-
satisfactory in that the parish was divided between 3 different divisions (i.e. 3 
WCllrs) with the village of Laverstock split between to 2 of these. The bottom line 
was 2 of the WCllrs would represent parts of both the semi-rural parish of Laver-
stock and Ford and the urban Salisbury City; both had Salisbury in the title. This 
would mean that the parish would continue to be split between 2 Area Boards. 
The PC responded in April of this year restating its original proposals which were 
now fully supported by both WC and Salisbury City parish. The proposed names 
for the 2 divisions were Laverstock and Ford West and Laverstock and Ford East. 

In July the Commission produced further limited draft recommendations. These 
offered an improvement: they reduced the number of divisions from 3 to 2 for 
the parish, placed Laverstock into a single division and removed the connections 
with parts of Salisbury City parish. However, they were still considered unaccepta-
ble to both the PC and WC. One of the recommended divisions, called Old Sarum 
and Lower Bourne Valley, covered a very large geographic area almost reaching 
Boscombe Down and included Winterbourne parish and part of Idmiston parish. It 
did not align with the Commission’s own statuary criteria of community identity, 
effective and convenient local government and finally, electoral equality as the 
size of the proposed division would be 13% over and above the Commissions tar-
get figure.  

The PC has recently provided a  response to the Commission stating that it object-
ed to the Commission’s further draft recommendations and restating the PC’s 
earlier submissions. It contended that what it proposed was more appropriate to 
meet the required criteria. This view was again shared by WC and Salisbury City 
parish.           All the PC’s responses can be found on the PC website.                VB  
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Old Sarum Airfield Planning Appeal Decision 

The Planning Inspector’s decision on the appeal lodged by Old Sarum Air-

field Ltd was finally published on 11 July. The appeal hearing had sat in Oc-

tober last year and again in February this year. 

The Inspector dismissed the appeal and refused planning permission for 

Planning Application 15/04004/OUT. This application included provision for 

approximately 462 residential dwellings and a flying hub to be built in the 

Old Sarum Airfield Conservation Area. 

The Inspector’s report concluded that: 

‘The heritage harm I have identified, along with the specified harm re-

sulting from conflict with the Develop-

ment Plan, is sufficiently weighty to 

clearly out-weigh the benefits of the 

proposal. They are also material consid-

erations leading to a conclusion that the 

presumption in favour of sustainable 

development is not engaged.  On this 

basis, it would not be productive in the 

context of this appeal to examine 

matters further.’ 

As a consequence the appeal was dismissed. The complete report can be 

found on the Wiltshire Council Planning portal under Planning Application 

15/04004/OUT. 

A subsequent letter by one of the directors of Old Sarum Airfield Ltd advised 

aircraft owners who base their aircraft at Old Sarum, that their licences to 

use the airfield will terminate from 31 October. The letter states this is in 

the interim ‘to keep all our options open’. These options include a very 

large increase in flying to make the airfield profitable or close the airfield! 

We wait to see what the future holds for this historic World War One air-

field and its listed buildings.       

See update on page 19 overleaf.                                                                 VB                                                                                                                                                                                                          



 

 

PARISH PUMP  
Parish Pump will never speak on behalf of the Parish Council or its members. 
Comments made in this column are entirely the observations, sometimes 
whimsical reflections, of Parish Pump not of the councillors or officers of the 
Parish. 

After all is said and done the Parish Pump was the one place in the commu-
nity where residents (admittedly a few hundred years ago) gathered for two 
reasons: to collect water and to listen to serious gossip. The Parish Pump 
was the parish newsletter of its time. 
Biting Horses  

Recently a resident wrote to a Parish Councillor drawing attention to hostile 
horses in a meadow on the Laverstock Rd. The horses lean over the gate in-
viting the interest of passers-by. The gate is tied up with binder twine, not easy 
to open. The animals are fed by the owners throwing hay over the gate. Conse-
quently they stay by the 
gate and are inquisitive to 
human activity up and 
down the road.    

 Bold notices appear 
stating ‘These horses Bite’ 

They look healthy enough 
to the untrained eye de-
spite the meadow being 
mostly stinging nettles. 
They must be drinking 
from the river.  

The lady bitten was a visi-
tor from Australia. She needed medical treatment. She describes her upper 
arm being held in a vice grip for some time; still painful and bruised. She pur-
sued her own line of enquiry, concerned to discover how best to prevent harm 
to others.  

RSPCA - advised to contact the Council 

Salisbury City Council – advised to contact Laverstock & Ford Parish Council 

Laverstock & Ford Parish Council – advised to contact Wiltshire Council 

Wiltshire Council – advised to contact Senior Animal Health Officer.  

The bitten lady visitor is by this time understandably thinking the authorities are all 
passing-the-buck and wonders if anything will ever be done to prevent the horse 
biting someone else; perhaps even a child! 
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Meanwhile a Parish Councillor unaware of the activities of the bitten lady visitor is 
making similar enquiries. 

Wiltshire Council – No powers to intervene it’s a civil matter. 

Health & Safety Executive – No power to act  

Finally the Parish Councillor contacts the Police – No crime has been committed. We 
do know about the horses, but it is a civil matter. We also know that a child has 
been bitten. We advise you contact the owner of the Meadow. 

The Parish Council have written to the absent landlord of the field and made him 
aware of the situation.  Is  he even aware his field is being used for grazing three 
horses? We hope speedy action will be taken to address this problem.             PP 

Old Sarum Airfield – Latest information 

Since drafting the item on the Planning Appeal Decision (see page 17), the Salisbury 
Journal has  reported that the All Party Parliamentary Group on General Aviation 
(APPG-GA) says it is prepared to chair discussions over Old Sarum Airfield.  It is re-
ported as saying: 

 “We call upon both the operator and local authority to take a pro-active ap-
proach towards retention of the existing airfield while allowing some sympathetic 
development to address this grim situation.  As a gesture of our support for the 
continuation of aviation at Old Sarum, we are prepared to chair a discussion be-
tween the parties.  The sector chair of our dedicated Airfields Working Group is in 
contact with local stakeholders in an effort to mediate a solution.” 

Salisbury MP John Glen is also quoted as saying: 

“I am in dialogue with Wiltshire Council, the local councillor, and the APPG-GA 
regarding the future of the site.  I am of course instinctively sympathetic to main-
taining and preserving a fantastic part of this country’s aviation heritage, but at 
the same time, the numbers have to stack up. I am waiting to hear back from 
Wiltshire Council regarding their position on the site and its future and will con-
sider the matter further on receiving their reply.”  

The airfield lies within the Laverstock and Ford Parish boundary. Therefore, as one 
of the local stakeholders, the Parish Council expects to hear from the APPG-GA and 
the other parties mentioned above very soon.  

More information will be posted on the Parish Council website when available. 



 

 

News from River Bourne Community Farm 

Now the summer is in full swing we asked Emily from 

‘Two Wise Owls’ to give us an update on the Birds of Prey 

plus an insight into how she, James and the birds made it 

to the farm. 

“Two Wise Owls is a company built on friendship, dedica-

tion and a passion for birds. James and I met in 2012 at 

the Hawk Conservancy Trust. It was here I held my first 

hawk and fell in love with birds of prey and James charmed the crowds with 

his mermaid locks and infectious smile! James worked his way up the ranks 

to become head of top section looking after the larger vultures and eagles, 

while I built up my confidence working at the International Centre for Birds 

of Prey.  

Several years later we met again when I returned to the Hawk Conservancy 

and James was only too happy to show me the ropes (plus the odd prank or 

two!). One year later the tables turned when we both joined the Education 

and presentations team at Birdworld, this time with me calling the shots! 

This was an amazing experience and gave us both a fascinating insight into 

the behaviour of non-raptor species from Kookaburras and Seriemas to Peli-

cans and Penguins!  

We realised pretty early on that we worked very well together and so, be-

fore fate or chance bumped us into each other one more time, we decided 

we would make it permanent and thus the company was born! The birds 

were thrust from the calm of our back gardens into the spotlight of River 

Bourne and are doing wonderfully! We are so excited to have joined forces 

with the farm, a place equally committed to bringing the joy of nature to 

the next generation and educating them on how to protect it.  

It has been a crazy ride since we arrived in February filled with mountains of 

paperwork, blood, sweat, tears, a good sprinkling of snow, the hottest day 

in UK history so far and an awful lot of bird poop!” 
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Still smiling:  

Emily with Merula, American Kestrel  and James and Shadow, Common buzzard  



 

 

Arvicula Amphibious—Water Vole 

The good news - there are 75m of them present in the UK. (How do you count 

them?) We have an extensive population along the banks of the River Bourne in 

Laverstock. (See below). 

Some facts… In the UK, water voles live in burrows excavated within the banks 

of rivers, ditches, ponds, 

and streams. Burrows are 

normally located adjacent 

to slow moving, calm water 

which they seem to prefer. 

They also live in reed beds 

where they will weave ball 

shaped nests above ground 

if no suitable banks exist in 

which to burrow.  

Water voles prefer lush 

vegetation which provides 

important cover to conceal animals when they are above ground adjacent to 

the water body. Areas of heavily grazed and trampled riparian habitats are gen-

erally avoided. Water voles may be displaced by the introduction of riparian 

woodland and scrub as they prefer more open wetland habitats away from tree 

cover.  

Water voles mainly eat grass and other vegetation near the water, but will also 

consume fruits, bulbs twigs, buds, and roots when given the opportunity. bur-

rows. Water voles in some parts of England have been shown to occasionally 

prey on frogs and tadpoles; it has been speculated that this is to make up for a 

protein deficiency in the voles' diet. Food remains alone are not a reliable indi-

cator of the presence of this species, as other smaller voles can also leave re-

mains of large grasses and rushes. 

The mating period lasts from March into late autumn. The female vole's preg-

nancy lasts for approximately 21 days.   



Laverstock & Ford Parish Newsletter       23 

 

Up to 8 baby voles can be born, each 

weighing around 10 grams (0.4 oz). The 

young voles open their eyes three days 

after their birth. They are half the size of a 

full-grown water vole by the time they are 

weaned. Water voles are expert swimmers 

and divers. They do not usually live in large 

groups. Adult water voles each have their 

own territories, which they mark with fae-

cal latrines located either near the nest, 

burrow and favoured water's edge 

platforms where voles leave or enter the water. Latrines are known to be a 

good survey indicator of this species, and can be used to gauge abundance of 

animals. They also scent-mark by using a secretion from their bodies (a flank 

gland), although this is not normally detectable during a field survey. They may 

attack if their territory is invaded by another water vole.  

Now- the not so good news ………… as a result of a recent environmental sur-

vey carried out by Five Rivers Environmental Contracting as part of the appli-

cation to get permission for work to start on the new boardwalk by the ap-

pointed contractor, it has been discovered that many water voles are living in 

close proximity to the River Bourne and very close to the current boardwalk in 

the Whitebridge Spinney.  

This in a sense is good news in that they are wonderful creatures and we have 

a lot of them but they are quite rightly  protected under the  Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981. 

As their breeding season lasts from March to October it means we will have to 

delay the installation of the boardwalk until the start of November. We apolo-

gise for any inconvenience caused as we had hoped it would be completed by 

the end of the summer. The funding and contractor are in place, materials are 

ordered but it is essential we do not harm part of the wonderful environment 

that we have in this area and preserve it for future generations.                 BS                              



 

 

Fire Service offers free fire safety checks 

Free fire safety checks and smoke alarms are being offered by Dorset and 
Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service.   

As part of its ongoing focus on preventing fire-related incidents in the home, 
Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service is providing one-to-one advice 
in the home, which incorporates fire safety and health and well-being. Wilt-
shire residents can arrange for a member of the Fire Service to visit them at 
their property and provide smoke alarms and safety advice as part of a Safe 
and Well visit.  

The visit will identify potential risks within the home and how to reduce or 
prevent these risks. It covers electrical safety, escape plans, cooking, smok-
ing, personal safety and the immediate installation of smoke alarms, if need-
ed, all free of charge.  

Certain criteria apply so to check eligibility, please visit www.dwfire.org.uk 
or call 0800 038 2323 

Stay safe this Halloween 

Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service is warning 
people to not let Halloween become scary for all the 
wrong reasons. 

Every year on 31 October, children and adults are in-
jured in accidents where candles or fireworks have set 
fire to costumes and hair. Plastic capes and bin liners, 
often used as costumes, are also fire risks. 

For safety advice see www.dwfire.org.uk/news/stay-safe-this-halloween 
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Paul Tidmarsh 

Painter & Decorators 

Hall, Stairs, Landing 

Wallpapering, Tiling, Coving, 

Refurbishment, Renovation 

General property maintenance 

UPVC guttering & facias, insurance 

Tel 0800 002 9722 

Email: paul@paultidmarsh.com 
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A NEW CEMETERY FOR SALISBURY 

Many of you will have read in the Journal about the new Avenue Cemetery being 
built by Salisbury City alongside The Avenue near its junction with the A360 Deviz-
es Road. It is on a 6-acre site and is the first new cemetery in the Salisbury area 
for 160 years.   The focal point of the cemetery will be a peaceful memorial gar-
den with an open sided wooden shelter at its centre. There will be extensive tree 
planting to bring a natural element of woodland to the site.                                   

The landscaping of the site is almost complete and it is expected to open in Octo-
ber of this year. Laverstock and Ford Parish Council were approached by the City 
in 2018 to see if we would like to participate in this new project and the Council 
agreed to make a contribution towards the annual maintenance costs. 

 As a result of this the City Council will give a 20% discount on 
the internment fees for residents of Laverstock and Ford. The 
current internment fee for a non-resident of Salisbury of 18 
years and over is £860. 

 A traditional open-sided oak-framed shelter with a clay tile roof 
will form the focal point of the Memorial Garden.                   AP                                                             



 

 



Laverstock & Ford Parish Newsletter       29 

 

Why do people do local voluntary work? 

            The South Wilts Mencap charity 
shop in Catherine Street, Salisbury is fortu-
nate in having four enthusiastic and loyal 
volunteers from Laverstock and Ford.  The 
shop functions exclusively with volunteers, 
probably the only charity shop in Salisbury 
to so do.  We have recently tried to focus on why our volunteers enjoy working 
for us and have found three reasons. 

            First it forms an additional strand in their life on top of their family and 
domestic responsibilities and their other activities and interests.  They wel-
come that broadening and enrichment of their lives. 

           They also feel fulfilment in achieving their contribution – however mod-
est -  whether this be assisting customers and achieving good sales - or in 
sorting, pricing and displaying stock and seeing that last week's articles have 
gone !  They know that their work – and the profits generated from it – form 
the basis of our South Wilts charity being able to provide clubs and activities 
for our local learning disabled.   

            Lastly they welcome the happy atmosphere, meeting and laughing with 
the same friends every week. 

           We work in half-day “shifts”, 10am to 1pm and 1pm to 4pm, most volun-
teers giving one session a week, but some two sessions or occasionally more, 
and normally at the same time each week.  All our goods are donated so we 
make excellent profits from high turnover and minimised overheads.    

          Do you think you have a little spare time to join us?  Please drop in for an 
informal chat with Angela on Monday, Wednesday or Friday or better still ring 
333323 first to make an appointment, or 336894 out of working hours.  

I would like to thank everyone who supported 

my recent Strawberry Cream Tea Afternoon in 

aid of  Cancer Research UK.  

The amount raised was an amazing £1100. Thank you so much.                                                     

Sue Gallagher,          Cancer Research UK            Chairman. 



 

 

Update from the Country Park Ranger 
It’s been nearly 3 months since I started at the River Bourne 
Community Farm and tasked with working with the Land 
Trust, Parish Council and local community to help deliver 
the development of Castle Hill Country Park. When I was 
told that I had 18 months to complete all the work on the 
agreed plan a small lump appeared in my throat. From hav-
ing worked in country parks in Northamptonshire for many 
years I know it’s an ongoing process and work will never be 
complete as there are always new ideas, events and projects 
that the park can be used for. That aside I have been working in the background 
to set up various groups who have a keen and vested interest in particular ele-
ments of the park. We have a group focusing on the mountain bike trail in the 
woodland, a group of fitness fanatics helping me with the trim trail and potential 
parkrun, committed volunteers who have informally adopted ponds along Fian-
der Lane to help keep on top of weed and tree growth and report any new wild-
life sightings.  

Word is getting around about the new developments and I am regularly being 
approached by new people and groups wanting to donate their time in various 
ways. This is great to see as it shows a real feeling of ownership by the local 
community of the site and that I hope to work with everyone so that you get 
what you want moving forward.  

I am going to start a weekly volunteer session on Tuesday mornings (see oppo-
site page) so if you are interested please get in touch and I can add you to my list 
and notify you of when this will start. Work will be broad and might include con-
struction work or habitat conservation. It will vary depending on the needs of 
the park and the time of year. A big thank you to all those already giving their 
time and support.  

My main focus at present is ensuring the tendering process for the paths is going 
smoothly as this is a massive milestone for the park and a feature that a lot of 
other developments rely upon. Only when these have gone in can I start plan-
ning bench and bin locations, where the trim trail will go, signage and things like 
mapping the orienteering course which the Old Sarum Orienteering Club has 
agreed to do. Please remain patient but if you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to contact me for an update or just a chat if you have new ideas. 

Philippa (and Jack – who has been absent of late due to the heat!) 



Laverstock & Ford Parish Newsletter       31 

 

News from Laverstock Gardening Club 
 
After a summer when gardeners have faced some challenging 
weather conditions, we hold our Annual General Meeting on 
Monday 23rd September.   As usual we can enjoy some wine 
and cheese and a chance to chat, once the formal business is over.  On this 
occasion we will also be thanking Maggie Woolford for all her work as Pro-
gramme Secretary; Maggie is giving up this post after arranging a great 
many interesting and helpful talks. 

At Westcroft Garden in Boscombe Village a wonderful display of snowdrops 
covers the ground in February.  Lyn Miles, a self-confessed snowdrop addict, 
belongs to various snowdrop-loving groups and has been adding to her col-
lection at Westcroft for many years; she now has over 200 named varieties 
of snowdrop, including many rarities.  In her talk entitled “For the Love of 
Snowdrops” Lyn will offer expert advice on growing this ever-popular little 
flower.  Lyn’s talk will be on Monday 28th October. 

The competition subject that day will be “mixed grasses in a vase”. 

Meetings of Laverstock Gardening Club are held at Laverstock and Ford           
Village Hall at 7.30 pm on the fourth Monday of the month.                                            
Visitors are always welcome. 

New volunteering session at Castle Hill Country Park - Tuesdays at 9.30am –      

approx 12 noon. A variety of tasks relating to the ongoing development of the   

country park. 

Contact Philippa the Ranger for more info or register your interest                   

07379 648312      philippacrooke@riverbournecommunityfarm.org.uk 

Area Board Meetings 
 
 

Southern Wiltshire Area Board meeting                                                               

Wed 4 Sep 2019 Trafalgar School Downton  7pm   

Salisbury Area Board meeting 

Thu 26 Sep 2019 City Hall 7pm 



 

 

Let me share a secret with you. 

Over the last two years I have been attending the 
lunchtime concerts at Sarum College and I recom-
mend them to you.  They are first-class and highly 
professional. Best to buy the season ticket; a light 
lunch is also included. 

These lunchtime concerts are held in the College’s Butterfield Chapel and are fol-
lowed by a light buffet lunch (included in the ticket price). Each concert starts at 
12.45pm and lasts approximately 45 minutes. There are six over the autumn/
winter season. 

Friday 4 October 2019 at 12:45 pm 
Diana Brekalo (solo piano) 
The life of Clara Schumann.                                                                                                            
Programme includes music by Robert and Clara Schumann 
 
Friday 1 November 2019 at 12:45 pm 
Musicke in the Ayre: Gillian Wormley, soprano and Din Ghani, lute. 
Lute songs associated with Salisbury and poets in the Wilton Circle of Mary Her-
bert (sister of Philip Sidney). 
 
Friday 6 December 2019 at 12:45 pm 
Christopher Guild (solo piano)  Enigma Variations.  
Elgar’s own rarely-heard transcription for piano of one of his most well-loved 
works, with a detailed introduction to the music given by the performer. 
 
Friday 31 January 2020 at 12:45 pm 
Anemos Trio: Richard Moore - bassoon                                                                                          
Robert Blanken – clarinet, Karen Kingsley - piano.                                                                       
Programme includes six sonatas by C.P.E. Bach & ‘Groovesome Threesome’ by 
Mike Mower. 
 
Friday 28 February 2020 at 12:45 pm 
Norbert Meyn - tenor & Alisdair Kitchen - piano 
A Feast of German Lieder by Schubert, Schumann & Brahms 
 
Friday 27 March 2020 at 12:45 pm 
Hannah Laurens (violin) & Tom McCoy (piano)                                                                                      
A glorious romantic sonata by Julius Röntgen and other gems by Dutch composers 
 
Subscription tickets are priced at £60. Individual concert tickets (subject to availa-
bility) are £12 per concert.  Bookings: 01722 424800  Email aogden@sarum.ac.uk 
I hope to see you there, Lesley Waller. 
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St. Mark’s and St. Andrew’s is a Church of        

England parish with two churches serving           

an area including much of Laverstock and Ford 

Civil Parish. More information at : 

www.stmarksandstandrews.org.uk 

For enquiries about, Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals and lettings St. Mark’s & 

St. Andrew’s Parish Office 64, Barrington Rd., Salisbury SP1 3JD                       

Email: stmarkssalisbury@gmail.com   Tel:  07933952171 

  https://www.facebook.com/StMarksAndStAndrewsSalisbury 

Regular services at St. Mark’s and St. Andrew’s are at 10.30 am on Sunday. 

St. Andrew’s has ‘Breakfast@9… an hour with God’ every Sunday. For ‘one-

off’ events and special services see the website. 

‘Crossbarr Café’ (Thursdays 10:30-2:30pm) and ‘minimarks’ (Carer and child 

group Wednesdays 10-11:30am) run at the Barrington Centre. ‘Communitea’ 

runs in the Curtis Room at St. Andrew’s on Tuesdays at 2pm 

7th September 2-4pm ‘Late, Late, Summer Fête’ in St. Mark’s garden. En-

trance and some stalls free. Tombola, Plant stall, Splat’em and all the usual 

stuff BUT this year featuring a MEGA LEGO layout called ‘Studland 2 with 

Studland Airport’. It made its first appearance in Somerset at Nailsea Rail 

show in April, and is on tour during the summer. 

14th September ‘Ride & Stride’ both St. Mark’s and St. Andrew’s will be open 

all day to welcome sponsored walkers, cyclists (and sometimes horse-riders!) 

to the National ‘Ride & Stride’ initiative raising funds for local churches and 

Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust. Details on the website 

www.wiltshirehistoricchurchestrust.org.uk 

15th September 10.30am ‘Back to Church Sunday & BBQ’ [Free entrance] In 

both St. Mark’s and St. Andrew’s gardens. All are welcome to a service and 

celebration that kicks-off the parish’s ‘post-summer’ programme. 

5th October 6.30pm Harvest Supper and ‘Beetle-drive’ [Tickets on sale from 

church reps.] St. Mark’s church, a whole Parish event open to all. 



 

 

Laverstock and Ford History Group - Clarendon Palace  

Ruth Newman will give the next Laverstock and Ford History Group talk in St 
Andrew’s Church (the Curtis room) at 2pm on 26 September, 2019. 

The powerful presence of Clarendon is scarcely recognised today. Here, on 
our doorstep, in the Middle Ages, were the largest deer park in the country 
and probably the greatest palace west of London; the only major medieval 
palace still in its original landscape.  

Here, monarchs from William I to James I came to enjoy a royal retreat far 
from London, while Henry II’s meeting with Thomas Becket in 1164 ensured 
Clarendon’s place in history.   

Ruth will concentrate on the medieval palace which reached its peak of 
gothic splendour in the 13th century (contemporary with Salisbury Cathe-
dral) but will also look at Clarendon’s ancient landscape and the fine 18th 
century mansion built for Peter Bathurst. 

She will give an illustrated ‘virtual’ tour of the palace site to recreate its me-
dieval grandeur using both photos of the site today, modern reconstructions, 
maps and documents.  

Finally Ruth will briefly describe Clarendon’s links with Laverstock and why 
this very special neighbouring place should be treasured and preserved. 

The latest Clarendon pamphlets will be freely available to all. 

Laverstock & Ford History Group 

Future meetings, Curtis Room (vestry), St Andrew’s, Laverstock, 2 pm: 

26 September, Ruth Newman on Clarendon Palace (See details below) 

28 November, Stephen Lycett asks, ‘How Many Facts make a Fiction?’ or 

‘How much do you need to know to write a historical novel?’  

The talk will be based on his experience of writing ‘Mr Blackwood’s Fabular-

ium’, a series of tales set in the year of the Great Exhibition. He will describe 

the rewards, difficulties and frustrations of researching the background to 

historical fiction. 
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                       Salisbury and District Natural History Society 

                                 Autumn 2019 Indoor Programme 

            19th September:  Blashford - It's Lakes and Wildlife 

            17th October:       The Ecology of Foxes along the Avon Valley. 

            Meetings are held in Salisbury Baptist Church, Brown St. 

            Salisbury at 7.30pm.  Coffee from 7pm.   

            Visitors very welcome, suggested donation £2.  

www.salisburynaturalhistory.com 

Laverstock and Ford – Chapters from Local History 

Sarum Chronicle: Sarum Studies 6 

The June book launch at the River Bourne Community Farm 

was extremely well supported with over two hundred copies 

of this new local history being sold by the first evening. In 

addition, those attending were able to view a fascinating dis-

play from Salisbury Museum of Laverstock medieval pottery 

together with examples of artefacts from Clarendon Palace. 

The evening was described as a ‘real community event’. 

This illustrated book on Laverstock and Ford covers important aspects of the parish 

from prehistory to the 21st century. Written by members of the village research 

group, it recalls a community evolving and adapting to a different pace of life while 

resisting absorption by its much larger neighbour, Salisbury. 

With over 220 pages, this well researched and attractive book includes many old 

photographs, maps and superb, original colour drawings. 

If you have not obtained a copy yet, it is available at the following outlets: 

Waterstones, High Street, Salisbury;  

The Salisbury Museum in The Close; 

The History Bookshop, Fisherton Mill. 

Price: £12.00. 

Further details with order information at: 

www.sarumchronicle.wordpress.com/about/sarum-studies/ 

Or email ruth.tanglewood@btinternet.com 

http://www.sarumchronicle.wordpress.com/about/sarum-studies/


 

 

Milford Preservation Group: Action This Day 

Firstly, very many thanks to the hundreds of residents who signed our petition to 
‘Save Our Historic Milford Mill Bridge.’ Your support has meant that our campaign 
had to be taken seriously by the many and various official bodies involved – not 
least Wiltshire Council and Highways 

As many of you will know, the medieval Milford Mill Bridge is a Grade 1 Listed 
structure dating from the late 15th Century. English Heritage only awards this level 
of Grade to buildings and monuments officially regarded as being of national im-
portance. Salisbury has 37 Grade 1 buildings and structures. 

Milford Bridge lies on the route from the original walled city up to Henry II’s Clar-
endon Palace. In recent years it has suffered repeated damage from HGVs seeking 
a GPS-guided shortcut to and from the Southampton Road. Residents will be aware 
of the occasions that improbably large lorries have become wedged along Peters-
finger.  

There were also directly related concerns for pedestrian safety on the dangerously 
overused Bridge and surrounding roads.   

We petitioned that the following ameliorating measures be considered: 

 Vehicle weight restriction for Milford Mill Road to be cut to 3.5 tons 

 Police to enforce those weight restrictions 

 The extension of the 20 MPH limit to the east of the bridge. This restriction 
will have the further advantage of protecting pedestrians using the bridge 

 Placing of CCTV at Milford Bridge, and the possible placement of physical 
barriers at the start of Milford Mill Road if the above measures prove insuffi-
cient 

On detailed investigation these proposals were proven to be too costly, likely to be 
ineffective or unrealistic.   

We have therefore decided to start a Lorry Watch scheme to monitor and where 
necessary record excessively heavy vehicles using or approaching Milford Bridge. 
The scheme is expected to have the full support of the police and Trading Stand-
ards. Wiltshire Council will erect warning Lorry Watch signs at either end of Milford 
Mill Road. Full training together with recording equipment will be provided.  

All we need now are the volunteers to help run the scheme. The amount of time 
volunteers give to the scheme is entirely flexible. The key points are a commitment 
to get this enduring problem resolved and a willingness to offer practical help.  

Anyone interested to learn more about the scheme and how they can help protect 
our Bridge, should contact:  

Peter Hicks, Milford Mill Bridge Lorry Watch coordinator: peteredhicks@gmail.com 
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Milford Preservation Group - Work Programme 

The continuing campaign to pro-
tect Milford Mill Bridge is only 
part of the Community Action 
the Group is supporting: 

• We are preparing an Infor-
mation Board to be placed on 
the grass verge immediately east 
of Milford Bridge. The board will 
provide a history of Milford, an 
interpretation of the local land-
scape, and a description of the 
wildlife value of the immediate area – and of course of the River Bourne (which is a 
Site of Special Scientific Interest); 

• With the help and guidance of Wiltshire Wildlife we are to undertake a major pro-
ject to provide a haven for river-based fauna and flora on the ‘island’ below Milford 
Bridge. We will be asking for volunteers to help with the challenging work this pro-
ject involves; 

Readers are invited to become actively involved in the work of the Milford Preserva-
tion Group. If interested, please contact me on the email below.  

Future projects may include an Archaeological Research Group (ARG). If successfully 
established, the ARG would cooperate with other parish-based voluntary groups to 
explore the known, suspected or hoped-for archaeological and historical sites of our 
area. The group would be open to all ages and offer activities ranging from desk-
based research to field-walking the hills that surround us – always providing of 
course that the necessary permissions are granted by local landowners…Watch this 
space for further news. 

A Last Word on Milford Bridge 

Milford has witnessed many changes in recent decades: a great deal of residential 
and road development; intensive farming methods and profound shifts in popula-
tion. But as you stand at the verge for a few still moments and gaze upon the mead-
ow, resonant and heavy with shadows, or consider the spans and buttresses of our 
old and beautiful bridge, we hope you will agree that there remains much to make 
Milford a special and deeply English place. 

David Lovibond, Honorary Secretary MPG: david@monumentpr.com 



 

 

LAVERSTOCK  DISTRICT  EVENING  WOMEN’S  INSTITUTE 

We have had a very busy summer.  President Kay 

Griffiths welcomed members to the May Meeting, 

where WI’s Resolutions for 2019, regarding the loss 

of bus services in rural areas and the low uptake of 

cervical smears were discussed and passed.  Pat Chil-

ton gave an interesting account of her recent cruise 

and members then enjoyed a Quiz on Wiltshire. 

To celebrate 100 years of the Wiltshire Federation of Wiltshire WI’s, seven 

members attended the Wiltshire Weekend at Denman College, Oxfordshire, 

from 31 May to 2 June.  Members from Wiltshire were able to study several 

varied courses, such as Cheese Making, The Legacy of the Olympic Park, and 

Meadow Stitching.  Everyone enjoyed the fun and friendship. 

We celebrated our 30th Birthday in June.  This was a delicious BBQ with mu-

sical entertainment by Scrape the Barrel.  River Bourne Community Farm 

organised the meat for the BBQ as a thank you for our support over the past 

eight years for our Cream Tea Sundays.  Duncan, their Chef, said we had 

raised approximately £22,000 for the Farm during this time.  Chris Walker, 

our WI Advisor, outlined plans of the Federation for the Centenary in 2019. 

In order to get all members involved in our 30th anniversary, they were given 

small pieces of bunting to decorate as they chose, which were then assem-

bled into large chains by Louise Hall.  It made a permanent record of the 

special day and can be used many times in the future. 

In September we are holding our Harvest Supper and in October Jane Glen-

nie will give an illustrated talk about Mrs Clutterbuck and the life of Mrs 

Charles Dickens.  We are holding our annual Apple Pie Morning on Thursday 

31st October from 10.30 – 12noon in Laverstock Village Hall. Cost £3.50 to 

include apple pie, cream and coffee or tea. Everyone welcome.  (See adver-

tisement opposite). 

Meetings are held on the third Monday of the month in Laverstock Village 

Hall at 7.45 p.m.  Visitors are always welcome and for further details contact 

Kay Griffiths on 07927 041648. 
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LAVERSTOCK DISTRICT EVENING 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

invite you to an 

APPLE PIE MORNING 

in Laverstock & Ford Village Hall 

on 

THURSDAY 31st OCTOBER 2019 

from 

 10.30a.m. – 12.00 noon 

Cost   £3.50 

To include Apple Pie and  Cream 

with Coffee or Tea 

Various Stalls and Raffle 

  Further information from                  

Kay Griffiths 07927 041648 

The Cafe on the Green now serves 

breakfast from 9 to 11am  on 

Thursdays.  

Why not come and join us for a 

different start to the day - options 

include porridge, yoghurt and fruit 

or granola, croissants and beans on 

toast. Hot drinks and cake are 

available as usual and we even do 

take away!  

Newspapers and board games are 

provided too. If you have any que-

ries contact Christine Fordham on 

07740 512437 or at                         

owbemerton@gmail.com.  

Find us on Facebook at Cafe on the 

Green, Hampton Park. 



 

 

Laverstock & Ford Parish Council Contacts 

Details of councillors’ interests & membership of parish council sub-groups,  can 

be found on our website www.laverstock-ford.co.uk 

Parish Clerk  Andrew Prince  3 Pilgrims Way, Laverstock, Salisbury,   

SP1 1RZ  Tel: 01722  411847  Email:   parish-clerk@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

Barry Stay                               Email:   admin@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

Chair    Andy Birkett  

Bishopdown Farm Ward 

 

Lesley Waller                                  
30 The Oakbournes                    
Bishopdown Farm SP1 3FZ                                         
lesleywaller@laverstock-ford.co.uk  

 

David Watson 

107 Saunders Avenue,                    
Bishopdown  SP1 3PG 

Tel 01722 500773  

davidwatson@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

 

Ford, Old Sarum & Longhedge 
Ward 

 

Andy Birkett                                             
34 Norman Drive Old Sarum                   
SP4 6FP                                                     
Tel: 01722 326642                       
andybirkett@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

  

Vic Bussereau  

5 Merrifield Road, Ford SP4 6DF          
Tel: 339571                                                 
vicbussereau@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

 

Alex Tucker 

11 Ashlands, Ford  SP4 6DY 

Tel:  01722 325049 

alextucker@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

Laverstock & Ford Ward 

 

James Dean                                   
Milford Farm, Milford  SP1 1RJ                                 
Tel: 335040                                          
jamesdean@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

 

Derek Hayes                                     
Meadow View, The Green,             
Laverstock SP1 QS                                   
Tel: 332109                                        
derekhayes@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

 

Marti Hilliard                                      
26 Melvin Close Laverstock      
SP1 3PQ                                   
martihilliard@laverstock-ford.co.uk 
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Wiltshire Councillors 

Ian McLennan      For Laverstock, Ford & Old Sarum   01722 332233 
                         47 Church Road, Laverstock, Salisbury SP1 1QY 
                         Email: ian.mclennan@wiltshire.gov.uk 
                                 @CllrIanMcLennan 

Derek Brown OBE  For Bishopdown Farm:                                       
                                 3 The Meadows, Salisbury, SP1 2SS   07967 343011  

        Email: derek.brown@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Member of Parliament  

John Glen          Constituency Office 12 Brown Street, Salisbury SP1 1HE  

                            Phone: 01722 323050   

                            Website:  www.johnglenmp.com 
                    House of Commons  john.glen.mp@parliament.uk                    

Laverstock & Ford Parish Newsletter:  

Copy deadline for next issue (178) Nov/Dec 2019 - 4th October 

The editor reserves the right to edit articles for content and length. 

If you are a member of a local club or organisation, or have an  

unusual hobby which you think would interest your fellow residents, write a short 

article about it for possible inclusion in a future Parish Newsletter. You can include 

pictures which support the article. A full page is a round 400 words.                                                            

Email these to:   editor@laverstock-ford.co.uk                                                                       

Laverstock & Ford Parish Website: www.laverstock-ford.co.uk  

Parish Council meetings for September and October 

Monday 16th September Greentrees Junior School 7pm 
 

Monday 21st October  River Bourne Community Farm 7pm 

Parish Council meetings are held in each of the parish wards to enable       
residents to have easy access to local meetings.  Residents are wel-

come to attend and may address the council for up to three minutes 
before the start of the meeting. 



 

 

V E N U E S  A R O U N D  T H E  P A R I S H 

Laverstock and Ford Village Hall 

Casual hire available. 

Contact Ian Haldane Tel. No. 01722 320 879  

Old Sarum Community Centre 

Large spacious hall seating  80 + people. Small hall which can be divided into two 
by a partition,  catering for thirty people each side or 60 when fully 
opened.    Commercial kitchen and facilities suitable for parties, wedding recep-
tions and training. Wi Fi throughout the  building.                                                                                                    
The Community Office will be open on Tuesday 10-12.  Tel 01722 335349                 
Email: oldsarumcommunitycentre@gmail.com                                                                 
Website: www.oldsarumcommunitycentre.co.uk  

The Pavilion, Hampton Park                                                                                                        
The Pavilion is located on Ash Crescent at Hampton Park. It offers excellent facili-
ties for both indoor and outdoor sport, as well as a meeting place for a variety of 
groups and  organisations. For the latest info on availability and to hire  the Pavil-
ion for a party or meeting, please check the website :                                                                   

www.hamptonparkpavilion.co.uk or email   hamptonparkpavilion@gmail.com 

Old Sarum Primary School—Head Mr John Jones                                      410677 

Probus Club of Sarum Peter Matthews       340508  

River Bourne Community Farm  330667 

River Bourne Farm Shop & Cafe  332749  

Salisbury Medical Practice Tanya McKay                                  333034  

Sarum Bridge Club sarumbridge @gmail.com 

St. Andrews - FRIENDS -  Chair Emily Wells  07841 907987 

St. Andrews - Head Karen Walker 503590 

St. Andrews Toddlers - Chairs Char Paffett & Zoe Roe standrewstoddlergroup@yahoo.co.uk  

St. Edmunds  - Head Mrs Nicola Bull 328565 

St .Josephs -   Head Mrs R Ridley  335380 

St. Josephs - FRIENDS C/O School 335380 

TA Centre—Old Sarum Capt. Dave Oliver  438300 

TAI CHI Jo Domin 01722 322446 

The Duck Inn Becki and Tim 327678 

Wyvern - FRIENDS Mrs Joanna Charlton     331245 

Wyvern College Head Jonathan Curtis 500700 

http://www.hamptonparkpavilion.co.uk/
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WILTSHIRE COUNCIL HELPLINES 
To report road, lighting defects and road hazards    0300 456 0105 

Emergency (Out of hours)                                             0300 456 0100  

Rubbish and recycling                                                0300 456 0102  

Council tax                                                                      0300 456 0109  

Housing                                                                      01722 434773   

Planning                                                                   01722 434541    

Building Control                                                      01722 434519  

Pest control, noise and pollution                                 0300 4560107  

General enquiries and switchboard                     0300 456 0100   

 

FLOOD LINE                                                                     0345 988 1188  

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY  Emergency Helpline       0800  807 060 

 

Salisbury Community Engagement Manager Marc Read 

marc.read@wiltshire.gov.uk                        01722 434557                                                             

Southern Wiltshire Community Engagement Manager Karen Linaker                          

karen.linaker@wiltshire.gov.uk                   01722 434697  

                                                
 
 
 

Local Police Contacts for Community Policing issues or enquiries (non-urgent) 
 
Laverstock, Ford and Old Sarum  PCSO Jenny Moss 
 jenny.moss@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 
 
Bishopdown Farm,  Hampton Park and Riverdown Park 
PCSO PCSO Kady Green kady.green@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 
 
Milford    PCSO Laura King – laura.king@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 
 
Community Policing Co-ordinator – Pc Matt Holland  
Our email for general enquiries is - cptsouthwiltshire@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 
 
You can phone Wiltshire Police by dialling '101', in an emergency dial ‘999’. 



 

 

LOCAL CHURCHES INFORMATION  

Several churches are listed as the civil boundary overlaps the church boundaries  

St Mark's Church - Main Services 

1st Sunday 9.00am Communion and 10.00am Together@Ten 

2nd-5th Sundays 10.30am Communion or Morning Worship 

St Andrew's Church -  Sunday Services  

9.00am Breakfast@9 - an hour with God with breakfast 

10.30am Communion 

Parish Office (St Mark’s/St Andrew’s) 07933 952171 stmarkssalisbury@gmail.com 

Bourne Valley Methodist Church, Main Road, Winterbourne Dauntsey, SP4 6EW                                    
Sunday service at 10.00am.  Minister Rev Margaret Jones.   Tel 01722 421224  

St. Michael and All Angels, Winterbourne Earls : (the C of E Parish church for Ford) 

Sunday service at 11.00am Team Service (5th Sunday in month),  

Wednesday Holy Communion 9.30am  

Priest in Charge: Rev. Peter Ostli-East (01980 611350) revpeterbvt@gmail.com   

Website: www.bournevalleychurches.org.uk   

Salisbury Vineyard Church : meets every Sunday, 10.30am at Godolphin School— Real 
coffee, friendly people, real God and uplifting atmosphere. Details:: 01722 340166 or 
vis-it www.salisburyvineyard.co.uk  

The Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham at Holy Redeemer, Bishopdown  

Mass 11am every Sunday, Wednesday 6.30pm. Evensong 6pm (2nd Sunday of month)  

Fr Keith Robinson (01722 504807) frkeithssm@yahoo.co.uk  

Most Holy Redeemer Fotherby Crescent, Bishopdown SP1 3EG. Saturdays 6pm with 
children's    liturgy, Wednesday 10am . Canon Michael Fitzpatrick. For more infor-
mation ring 01722 333581 or email office@salisburycatholics.org. Website: 
www.salisburycatholics.org  

Salisbury United Reformed Church welcomes you. Ministers Revs. Ana & Tod Goble-
dale ( tel. 01722 330980 ) : Services at Fisherton Street, Sundays 10.30am. 
www.salisburyurc.org.uk 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Old Sarum Sunday 10am worship 
Wednesday 7:30pm Youth Club   

Salisbury Baptist Church Brown Street SP1 2AS welcomes you, Sundays 10.30 am, 
Tuesdays Coffee & Lunch, Parent & Toddler Group Thursday morning. Contact: 01722 
237250 churchofficesbc@gmail.com    

Salisbury Methodist Church  St Edmunds,  Church St, Salisbury, SP11EF. Minister, Rev 
David Hookins. Services every Sunday morning at 10.30 am and in the evening at 6pm.    

St Francis Church Beatrice Rd/ Castle Road Salisbury lots going on for all ages. please 
check out our website for more info: www.st-francischurch.org.uk  

Grace Church  10am Stonehenge School AMESBURY, SP4 7ND , 11am Sarum Academy 
School, SALISBURY, SP2 9HS  www.gracechurchuk.org   Tel: 01722 33 33 51 
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Contacts around The Parish  

Air Cadets (Old Sarum)  320634 

Army Cadets (Old Sarum) Adam Reavill 07940 984886  

Bishopdown Farm Pre-School Sally Pocock  01722 333181  

Bishopdown Farm Friendship  Gp   Mary Ellis                          324259  

Cafe on the Green Toddler Group  owbemerton@gmail.com  

Cafe Craft Club  Angela                 cafeon thegreen91@gmail.com  

Cricket Club Paul Hemming  07970 960218  

Deliveries: PARISH NEWSLETTER Barry Stay 01722 321040  

Evergreen Club Sandy Small 711129 

Flora Mundi Mrs D Stevens 335770 

Greentrees Primary - Head Ray Picton 340596 

Hampton Park Pavilion Bookings 502966          Hamptonparkpavillion @gmail.com 

Laverstock  & Ford Sports Club  327401 

Laverstock Art Club Fiona Forbes 01980 862368 

Laverstock Beaver Scouts Jane Waspe 421287 

Laverstock Brownies Rachael Hope-Jones  laverstockbrownies@gmail.com   

Laverstock Cubs Kate Knight  01980 622495 

Laverstock Explorer Scouts   David Waspe  01722 421287 

Laverstock Gardening Club Jill Kay 01722 323407 

Laverstock History/Archaeology Bryan Evans 320129 

Laverstock Ladies Open Group Iverene Hopkins  500643 

Laverstock Scouts Martin Smith  01722 339546  

Laverstock WI Louise Hall 326549 

Line Dancing (Mulepackers) Mike Sainsbury    717800/340054 

Milford Preservation Group Alan Hotchkiss        326027 

Mothers’ Union Afternoon Group Heather Ludlow  01980 862758  

Old Sarum Aviation Museum  @BDACATOldSarum 323636 

Old Sarum Beaver, Cub & Scouts  oldsarumscouts @outlook.com  

Old Sarum Community Centre Diana Earle  01722 335349  

Old Sarum Community Enablers Will and Sophie Burditt  01722 237318  



 

 

PARISH D i a r y D a t e s                                                        
for events in  September/October 2019  

 

September 

Wed 4th Laverstock Evergreen Club 2.30pm Laverstock & Ford Village Hall  

Wed 4th New Sarum W.I. Old Sarum Community Centre 7:15pm —  9:15pm 

Thu 4th Southern Wiltshire Area Board  Trafalgar School Downton 7pm 

Mon 9th Laverstock Ladies’ Open Gp  Rev. Andrew Bousfield  7:45pm LVH 

Mon 16th Parish  Council  Meeting  Greentrees Junior School 7pm 

Mon 16th  Laverstock WI Harvest Supper   7.45pm Laverstock & Ford Village Hall  

Mon 23rd  Laverstock Gardening Club  AGM + Cheese & Wine  LVH  7.30 pm  

Wed 25th Salisbury Military History Society  1973 Yom Kippur War   

Wed 25th Mothers’ Union Afternoon Group  St Andrew’s Church, 2.15pm  

Thu 26th Salisbury Area Board Alamein Suite City Hall  7pm 

 

October 

Wed 2nd Laverstock Evergreen Club 2.30pm Laverstock & Ford Village Hall  

Wed 2nd  New Sarum W.I. Old Sarum Community Centre 7:15pm —  9:15pm 

Mon 14th  Laverstock Ladies’ Open Gp  A talk by English Heritage  7:45pm LVH 

Mon 21st Parish Council  Meeting River Bourne Community Farm   7pm 

Mon 21st  Laverstock WI  Talk—The life of Mrs Charles Dickens. LVH   7.45pm 

Wed 23rd Mothers’ Union Afternoon Group St Andrew’s Church, 2.15pm  

Wed 23th Oct  Salisbury Military History Society  The Battle of Balaclava 

Mon 28th Laverstock Gardening Club “For the love of snowdrops” 7:30pm LVH 

Thu 31st WI Apple Pie Morning  10.30 – 12 noon Laverstock & Ford Village Hall  

 

LVH Laverstock & Ford Village Hall   RBCF River Bourne Community Farm          
OSCC Old Sarum Community Centre 

Make sure your Nov/Dec 2019 events appear in the Parish Newsletter                                    
E-mail full details to: editor@laverstock-ford.co.uk   by 4th October 
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