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parish Council Vacancies C 0 ijcﬁ' Ei “ gor

There are a few vacancies on the Parish Council.

If you are interested in joining the Parish Council, please contact your nearest
Parish Councillor, the Parish Clerk or the Parish Chair for an informal discus-
sion in the first instance. The work of the Parish Council is varied and reward-
ing. We meet on a monthly basis at a variety of locations across the Parish. W|
are particularly keen for representation on the Parish Council from people livin
in the new settlements of Old Sarum and Riverdown Park.

Q-

Anyone with a keen sense of public duty, a strong team spirit and an interest i
representing the views of residents should apply.
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Parish Plan or Neighbourhood Plan?

Our Parish has for some years endeavoured, with considerable success, to follow through
on the key issues identified in the extant Laverstock and Ford (including Hampton Park
and Old Sarum) Parish Plan. This is now the time to consider whether the Parish Plan
should be updated or whether it would be more appropriate to produce a Neighbourhood
Plan.

What is a Neighbourhood Plan?The Localism Act, which received Royal Assent on No-
vember 15 2011, introduced new rights and powers to allow local communities to shape
new development by coming together to prepare Neighbourhood Plans. These can be
taken forward by 2 types of body, town o
for areas without parishes.

Local authorities will continue to produce Local Plans (or Core Strategie8)in our case
the Wiltshire Core Strategy to set the strategic context within which Neighbourhood
Plans will sit; however, the later can contain detailed policies to guide local authority
decisions about planning applications.

There is a process which we would need to follow before any Neighbourhood Plan we
produce could be put to a community referendum and legally come into forcdloreo-

ver, it must take account of national planning policy and it must align with strategic poli-
cies in the Wiltshire Core Strategy. It must be based on a robust evidence base which has
considered a broad range of social, economic and environmental data and information to
ensure that it is sound and acceptable.

Three of our Parish Councillors attended, before Christmas, a meeting of Neighbourhood
Planning Steering Groups from 6 other parishes in the south of the county to understand
some of the issues that had arisen during their quest to draft a Neighbourhood Plan. The
meeting was very enlightening and a further meeting will be held in March. In the mean-
time, the Parish Council intends to arrange a meeting with the relevant officers in Wil-
shire Council for more guidance before taking the decision on either updating the Parish
Plan or producing a Neighbourhood Plan.

Whichever route we take, the Parish Council will be looking for residents to play a major
part in producing the final product. Further information on this important activity will
appear in future editions of this Newsletter as well as updates on the Parish website. VB

Virginia McLennan PariisWhpdanpeg ovement Fun
Wiltshire Cllr McLennan reports that AQLO
tory group to pursue the grave dating pr
Youth Club f or adHe thiaosn aall sroe saogurreceeds .t o |f L
chased by Tony Markham for his d&lchleeraen iusp
substantial amount | eft ifastotbet acom@abh
and explain your project.
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Parish Council News Updates
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OLD SARUM UPDATE
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Laverstock & Ford Village Hall
Registered Charity No. 1022283

The Annual General meeting will be held on Thursday
14th April at 7:15pm in the village hall.
All are welcome to attend.
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— Wiltshire Police has been ranked worst in England and Wales
for solving burglaries in a report released by Churchill Home
Insurance Company. Wiltshire Police has the lowest number of

. solved burglary crimes over a period of 12 months.

The report has revealed that in Wiltshire, just 8.3 per cent of
every 1000 burglary crimes for the year 2013/14 was solved,
meaning the perpetrator was caught and a formal punishment
such as being charged, fined, or cautioned was issued.

With that in mind, the following prevention advice is from the Wiltshire Police
website.

T

Strangers Be alert to people loitering in residential streets. If it is no one you
recognise, call the police.

Burglar alarms: Visible burglar alarms make burglars think twice.

Front Door Roof: A thief could reach first floor windows from this roofd so
fit window locks.

Gates and FencesA high wall or fence at the back of a house can put off a
burglars. Check for weak spots where a thief could get in. A thorny hedge
along a boundary an also be a useful deterrent. Make sure the front of the
house is still wvisible to passers b

Small Windows: Even small windows like casement windows, skylights or
bathroom fanlights need locks. A thief can get in through any gap larger than
a human head.

Spare Keys:Never leave a spare key in a hiding place like under a doormat,
in a flowerpot or inside a letterbox® a thief will look there first. Never leave
any keys in an obvious place in the house. If a burglar does get in, keys to
unlock the doors give them an easy exit that they can take larger items
through (A burglar may get in through a window but taking things out this
way will prove difficult). This goes for spare car keys as welimagine a bur-
glar gets in your house gets all the keys, loads ypur car with your property
and drives off- every burglars dream!

Garages and ShedsNever leave a garage or garden shed unlocked, especially
if it has a connecting door to the house. Lock tools and ladders away so that a
thief cannot use them to break in.

Side passageStop a thief getting to the back of the housewhere he can
work with less chance of being seahby fitting a strong, high gate across the
passage. If you share an alleyway with a neighbour, talk to him or her about
sharing the cost.

Most importantly - after you have fitted all your security deviced SE
THEM . A Burglar isn't stopped by the most expensive lock if it isn't locked!
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COMPANY LTD

Carpets * Vinyl

Wood - Luxury Vinyl Tiles

Free measure and
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T: 01722 341330 or 07961 100374

www.salisburycarpetcompany.com * info@salisburycarpetcompany.com




